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Inside 

           Pastor Alan Bray  

April 2017 

 

Dear friends and family of First Lutheran Church,  

Grace and peace to each of you!   As most of you know, Intern Caitlin Jensen will conclude her year 

among us at the end of July…and I will be retiring at the end of August.  I imagine that you might have 

some questions about the transition to come.   Here’s what I know. 

First, it seems pretty likely that First Lutheran Church will make use of an Intentional Interim Pastor once 

I’m gone.  This pastor would likely be on site, beginning in early September, 2017, for 9 to 12 months.  

He or she would help FLC identify its hopes and dreams for calling the next full-time pastor.  If all were 

to go smoothly, it’s quite possible that your new senior pastor could be in place before or on September 

1st of 2018. 

Second, we have assurance from Bishop Jon Anderson of the SW MN Synod (ELCA) that he and his 

team will guide and support us in our time of transition.  To that end, Pastor Linda Pedersen, a Synodical 

Minister from the Synod office, was in attendance at our February 21st Congregational Council meeting.  

What follows is a summary of her message to us as we begin this journey together: 

1.)  Don’t worry.  FLC has been through this process before, and the Synod has facilitated many a 

transition in years past. 

2.)  Calling an Intentional Interim Pastor would be a smart move.  He/She would not only take re-

sponsibility for Word and Sacrament ministries at FLC, but he/she would also oversee a self-

study process leading toward the formation of a call committee. 

3.)  I (Pastor Pedersen) will return in July to present the Congregational Council with the name or 

names of potential interim pastors for your consideration.  Given FLC’s history, reputation, size, 

location and other factors, your church should have no difficulty in securing a competent, expe-

rienced and highly respected interim pastor. 

4.)  In July and August, you would negotiate a contract with the interim pastor outlining salary, health 

coverage, vacation, mileage, housing, expectations, etc. 

5.)  Meanwhile, it’s business as usual.  It will be important to finish the next five months’ mission and 

ministry here at FLC with vigor and faithfulness…likewise, it will be life-giving to fully engage 

and celebrate the “farewell process” for both Intern Caitlin, Pastor Alan and his family.    

6.)  If you’re able, you may wish to encourage various committees to think ahead to the Fall of 2017.  

For example, will the Christian Education Committee be inviting lay members or retired pastors 

to help teach next year’s confirmation classes?  Will the Worship and Arts Committee be 

strengthening its Assisting Minister program in order to maintain quality worship experiences?  

Will the Social Ministry Committee be bolstering its program of visiting the homebound and 

making sure that folks in assisted living facilities receive Holy Communion regularly?  Any help 

you can give the interim pastor in these kinds of ways will give him/her more time and energy 

to devote to the “other hat” he or she is wearing…that is, overseeing self-study and call com-

mittee processes. 

It was extremely reassuring to have Pastor Pedersen with us in February.  She will continue to be the Syn-

od’s point person with our congregation.   If we have questions of her, she’d be glad to field our calls at 

any time. 

Well, that’s a broad overview of where we are and where we hope to be.  You probably have a host of 

concerns and recommendations.  I’d ask you to direct them to your Council members or to me.  We’ll try 

to be helpful and to reduce any anxiety that you may have.   

I am very excited for First Lutheran Church and its future!  I will be eager to see whom you ultimately call 

to be your next senior pastor…and what new and amazing ministries God has in store for you. 

Blessings as always!      Pastor Alan 



                                                                                                                   

Worship & Arts 

 

 From the Cantor 

 

FESTIVAL CHOIR                                                                                                                                                                               

It's not too late to join the choir to learn music for Holy Week and Easter. All are welcome! Our April rehearsal 

schedule is as follows:                                                                                                                                           

Sunday, April 2: 9:30 - 10:15 a.m.                                                                                                                                  

Wednesday, April 5: 7:45 - 8:15 p.m.                                                                                                                                        

Sunday, April 9: 9:30 - 10:15 a.m.                                                                                                                               

Wednesday, April 12: 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY                                                                                                                                                                                  
You are invited to an organ recital at noon on Good Friday, April 14th presented by Cantor Emily Bruflat. The 

program will feature a nine-movement collection entitled Good Friday Reflections: Organ Meditations on Sta-

tions of the Cross recently composed by David Cherwien. This piece will also be included in FLC's Good Fri-

day evening service at 7:00 p.m. in the liturgy "The Way of the Cross" adapted by Susan Palo Cherwien. 

 

GAC COMMUNITY WORSHIP                                                                                                                                             

The FLC community is invited to worship at GAC's Christ Chapel on Sunday, April 30th for a 10:30 service. 

FLC will have the regular 8:15 a,m. service but will not have a 10:30 a.m. service that day. Join the Saint Peter 

area churches for community worship at Gustavus!  

 

REFORMATION 500                                                                                                                           
The Reformation 500 Commemoration task force has been busy having and planning events to commemorate 

this important anniversary. The adult class on Luther’s Small Catechism has been lively, and Intern Caitlin’s 

study of Women of the Reformation drew our attention to women who have been neglected in historical ac-

counts.  We are looking forward to the joint prayer service with the Church of St. Peter on September 17, and 

the conference titled “Whose Neighbor are we?” on October 14.  There will be several presenters on a variety 

of topics, from Luther to interreligious dialogue today, taking account of the past but looking to the future.  We 

thank those members who will be giving presentations without charge, and we especially thank those who have 

donated to help cover the cost of this conference and other events this year. 

 Visit http://bit.ly/WhoseNeighbor or contact eventsflcstp@gmail.com to register as an FLC member. As a 

thank you to all members who have donated and continue to donate to make our Reformation 500 Commemora-

tion year a success, your registration fee is waived!                                                                                                                    

Calendar of Events:                                                                                                                                                                  
Luther Hymn Sing (June 4, 2017)                                                                                                                                              

Lutheran-Catholic Common Prayer Service (September 17)                                                                                                 

Reformation Conference (October 14)                                                                                                                               

Reformation Sunday (October 29)                                                                                                                                           

More details and events to come - stay tuned! 

 

http://bit.ly/WhoseNeighbor
mailto:eventsflcstp@gmail.com


Stewardship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Intern Caitlin Jensen 

 

You know how we each have words or images that stick with us throughout our lifetimes? They can either 

come from a sermon or an inspirational speaker or a favorite movie. Some of mine include Emilia crying 

out in Shakespeare’s Othello, “Speak, for my heart is full,” my childhood pastor saying that John 3:16 is the 

gospel in a nutshell, and the beginning of Holden Evening Prayer, “Stay with us now, for it is evening, and 

the day is almost over…” We all have these nuggets of wisdom that shape our daily narratives, and become 

the silent mantras for our lives. 
 

 One of the wisdom nuggets that has shaped my perspective of stewardship comes from a sermon 

that was given by my former pastor, Pastor Ivy. Now I don’t remember the whole of her sermon, but I do 

remember the story she told. 
 

 In it, she tells of an experience she had in Tanzania. While she was worshiping with the faith com-

munity there, she was amazed to see how they took their offering. Instead of passing the plate around as we 

do, the people of Tanzania came up to the altar to lay down their gifts before God. Some laid down money. 

Others laid down the first fruits of their harvest. But the thing that touched Pastor Ivy the most were the 

people who had nothing to give. Instead of being held back by shame at their “lack” of offering, they came 

up to the altar dancing and singing. When it was their turn to lay down what they had, they placed their 

empty hands into the offering basket – signifying they were giving over their lives. 
 

 Sometimes, in churches, we get stuck in a rut believing that stewardship is only about the money we 

give. What we can learn from our Tanzanian sisters and brothers is that God has not called us to only give 

financially, but to lay down our whole lives at God’s feet. We are called to be stewards for our earth, town, 

neighbors, and each other. So this month, I ask you to wonder where God is calling you to open up and 

place your empty hands as an offering. How can the giving of our hands become a mantra in our lives? 
 

 Prayer from hymn # 583 “Take My Life, That I May Be”: 
 

Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to thee;  

Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love; 

Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.  

Amen. 
 
 

 

Funds Management 

The Funds Management committee is pleased to announce the addition of a socially responsible option to 

the First Lutheran Endowment Fund. Parnassus Core Equity is a large cap growth fund specializing in 

socially responsible investments meaning they eliminate companies with significant revenues streams from 

tobacco, alcohol, weapons, and gambling. Their core investments are primarily large and mid size U.S. 

companies and they carry a 5 star Morningside rating. Last year Parnassus lead our investments with a re-

turn of over 17%. 

 

Tom Thorkelson, Member of the First Lutheran Church Endowment Fund Management Team.  

 



Building Fund 
 



Green Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Worship at Christ Chapel 

 

Join us for a Community Worship Service on Sunday, April 30, at 10:30 am in Christ Chapel on the campus of Gustavus 
Adolphus College.   

Preaching for the service will be the Rev. Dr. Charles (“Chaz”) Howard, University Chaplain at the University of Pennsylva-
nia.  Rev. Howard is a frequent contributor for Sojourners Magazine, The Huffington Post, and Black Arts Quarterly, and is 
the editor of The Souls of Poor Folk, which explores new ways of considering homelessness and poverty.   

Hosted by the Office of the Chaplains at Gustavus, the service will bring together members and clergy from the Church of 
the Holy Communion, Trinity Lutheran Church, Union Presbyterian, First Lutheran, and the Sunday Worshiping Communi-
ty at Gustavus.  

Musical leadership will feature a massed choir formed by singers from each of the participating churches, conducted by Dr. 
Greg Aune.  The Christ Chapel Ringers and the Christ Chapel Brass will join organist Dr. Chad Winterfeldt in leading por-
tions of the service. 

The community worship service is intended to build bonds between various communities of faith in the St. Peter communi-
ty and beyond, and in doing so, bring sustained attention to common causes and shared values.  All are welcome to attend.  
Contact the Chaplains Office for more information: 933-7446. 

 

During the Fellowship Hour on Sunday, March 19, we introduced our efforts to work toward a zero waste program 
for our refuse at First Lutheran Church.  Recycling is an important way to reuse our materials along with using less of every-
thing in our daily lives.  Many of those living through the depression know the value of reusable products and have been 
models for future generations.  Besides recycling paper, glass, and plastic as we have in the past, we have begun to redirect 
our food and food-contaminated paper waste to composting.  Composting our organic waste returns nutrients to the soil, 
restores God’s creation, and will also cut down on the greenhouse gas emissions produced by incinerating or landfilling our 
garbage.  

We have set up three containers in the Gathering Space, the Kitchen area and the down stairs meeting room.   
BLUE CONTAINERS will be for recycling, GREEN CONTAINERS will be for organic compostable waste, and BLACK 
CONTAINERS will be for trash.  The GREEN CONTAINERS also have the white buckets set in the tops so they are easy 
to spot—the buckets also make it easier for us to move the organic waste to the composting site.  As with all recycling ef-
forts, the key question is what material goes into which container: 

BLUE CONTAINERS for recycling:  Clean paper and cardboard, plastic containers (including lids), glass and 
metal containers. 

GREEN CONTAINERS for organic compostable waste: Food waste and plain paper contaminated by 
food (napkins, paper plates, pizza boxes). 

BLACK CONTAINERS for trash:  Anything that isn’t included above.  Note that materials with mixed con-
tent should go here as they are difficult to recycle. Examples:   foil coated paper products, plastic-coated 
cardboard 

The containers in the Gathering Space are clearly marked and you will notice that we are able to compost almost all 
of our Fellowship Hour products, including coffee grounds.  In the Kitchen, all the food scraps from funerals, Lenten Sup-
pers and other meal gatherings can be scraped as usual into the hole by the dishwasher.  This large GREEN CONTAINER 
is also marked with what can go in it.  Also in the kitchen is a clearly marked BLUE CONTAINER for recycling, and a small 
food scraps container that can be used in the food prep area and then emptied into the larger GREEN CONTAINER.  
   

This is a work in progress.  We have already had success and very much appreciate the effort being made by all.  Of 
course, there will be questions or concerns and we need to know about them to make this process of working toward replen-
ishing and being careful stewards of God’s Creation.  Please let the Green Committee know how it is working and help us 
continue to “turning all that is into all that will be”.  



April 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

     

     

2 

5th Sunday in Lent                            

8:15 a.m. Worship                                                                                        

9:15 a.m. Fellowship                                                     

9:30 a.m. Education                                      

9:30 a.m. Choir                                                                            

10:30 a.m. Worship /Baptism/New Members                                        

3 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

9:30 a.m. Adult Study 

7:00 p.m. Internship Committee 

 

 

 

4 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Pastor Alan’s Office 

Hours (Co-op) 

1:00 p.m. Green Committee 

5 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

11:30 a.m. SPAM (Union Presbyterian)                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                                     

5:30 p.m. Soup Supper                                                 

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                             

7:15 p.m.  Worship                                    

7:45 p.m. Choir                                              

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                            

9 

Palm/Passion Sunday                             

8:15 a.m. Worship                                                          

9:15 a.m. Fellowship                                                     

9:30 a.m. Education                                        

9:45 a.m. Choir                                                                                      

10:30 a.m. Worship                                                       

11:45 a.m. YLT                                            

 

10 

7:00 a.m. Executive Committee 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

9:30 a.m. Adult Study 

1:00 p.m. Christian Education  

 

11 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Intern Caitlin’s Office 

Hours (River Rock) 

6:00 p.m. Building & Grounds 

6:30 p.m. Social Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Altar Guild 

 

12 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

NO WOW ,Supper, Confirmation,Worship                                                                                         

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

7:00 p.m. Choir                                                            

NO Youth Group                                                 

16 

Easter Sunday 

8:15 a.m. Worship                                                             

9:15 a.m. Fellowship                                                                   

9:30 a.m. Choir                                                                                                                                    

10:30 a.m. Worship 

17 

OFFICE CLOSED 

No Activities 

 

18 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Pastor Alan’s Office 

Hours (River Rock) 

11:00 a.m. Staff Support 

7:00 p.m. Council 

19 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                       

5:30 p.m. Supper                                            

5:30 p.m. 6th Grade Confirmation Preview       

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                                     

7:15 p.m. Worship                                       

7:45 p.m.  Choir                                                                                              

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                                                 

23 

2nd Sunday of Easter       

8:15 a.m. Worship                                                        

9:15 a.m. Fellowship                                                  

9:30 a.m. Education                                       

9:45 a.m. Choir                                                                            

10:30 a.m. Worship/Baptism/New Members              

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

30              3rd Sunday of Easter     

8:15 a.m. Worship                                                        

9:15 a.m. Fellowship                                                  

9:30 a.m. Education                                       

9:45 a.m. Choir                                                                            

10:30 a.m. Worship  at Christ Chapel              

24 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

9:30 a.m. Adult Study               

1:30 p.m. Staff Support                            

25 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Intern Caitlin’s Office 

Hours (Co-op) 

9:30 a.m.. Mission Quilters 

 26    

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                       

3:15-7:00 p.m. 9th Grade Conversations                 

5:30 p.m. Supper                                            

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                                     

7:15 p.m. Worship                                  

7:45 p.m.  Choir                                                                                              

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                                                                                      



April 2017 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

  

 

1 

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

11:30 a.m. SPAM (Union Presbyterian)                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                                     

5:30 p.m. Soup Supper                                                 

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                             

7:15 p.m.  Worship                                    

7:45 p.m. Choir                                              

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                             

 6 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

 

 

 

7 

 

  8 

9:00 a.m. Kitchen Cleaning   

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

NO WOW ,Supper, Confirmation,Worship                                                                                              

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

7:00 p.m. Choir                                                            

NO Youth Group                                                  

13  MAUNDY THURSDAY 

7:00 p.m. Worship 

 

14 GOOD FRIDAY                

7:00 p.m. Worship 

 

15 EASTER VIGIL 

9:00 p.m. Worship 

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                       

5:30 p.m. Supper                                            

5:30 p.m. 6th Grade Confirmation Preview       

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                                     

7:15 p.m. Worship                                       

7:45 p.m.  Choir                                                                                              

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                                                  

20 

8:00 a.m. Finance Committee 

9:00 p.m. Stewardship 

10:00 a.m. Funds Management 

1-7:00 p.m.  Blood Drive (DH) 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

21  

8:30 a.m. Cemetery Clean-up                                                              

22 

GACAC 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                       

7:00 p.m. 9th Grade Conversations                 

5:30 p.m. Supper                                            

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                                     

7:15 p.m. Worship                                  

7:45 p.m.  Choir                                                                                              

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                                                                                       

27 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

28 29 



 FLC Youth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Has it been awhile since you have assisted in a worship service or maybe you never    
have but would like to give it a try?  Please check your calendar and find a role that fits!   

Check our easy sign-up site:  Worship Assistant Sign Up 

http://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=0BC6C0D9F4C9FB67&cs=09B1BAD98FCD8B6C7B0B640E5BB49BC9


Christian Education 
 

 



Christian Education 

 

 

 



 

APRIL  SERVICE LIST  

 

Coordinators:  Rich & Nancy Helgeson 

Donna Green 

Eric & Heidi Christensen 

Derek & Vicki Demers 

Josh Drinkall & Joy Reese 

Scott Emich 

Larry & LaVonne Enz 

Randy Frey-Hawkins 

Scott & Jill Grill 

Jan Hamilton 

Bruce Johnson 

Jay Kendall 

Ryan & Allison Kuhlman  

Steve & Julie Lobb 

Marsha LoFaro 

Shannon Nimps 

Jerry & Shanon Nowell 

Paul & Lynn Rislove 

Betty Rohloff 

Clayton & Cheryl Strand 

Shirley Strand 

Glenn Stryker 

 

 Prayer Ventures 

Prayer Ventures are available in 

the FLC website at www.flcstp.org.    

Paper copies are also available on 

the table in the narthex near the      

Gathering Space. 

 

 

 

 

Financial Notes:                        

Through February 28, 2017 

 

Income         $ 95,892 

Expenses      $ 82,492 

Balance         $ 13,400 

Red Cross Blood Drive at FLC 

 

April 20th 1:00-7:00 p.m.                                                       
To schedule an appointment:  

http://www.redcrossblood.org/rcbmobile/drive/chooseDonation

Time.jsp 

Resurrection Cemetery  

Clean-up Day! 

Friday, April 21 at 8:30 a.m. 

Alternate date in case of inclement Weather: 

Friday, May 5 at 8:30 a.m. 



 

Renewed by Christ in Word, water, bread and wine, we serve the community and the world 

1114  Traverse Road 

St. Peter MN 56082 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church 

Phone: 507-934-3060 

Fax: 507-934-3847 

E-mail: mlemyre@flcstp.org 

Address Service 

Requested 

We’re on the 

Web!  

www.flcstp.org 

Worship Schedule  
 

Public Access Channel 7  

TV broadcast 

3:00 p.m.  Sunday 

6:00 p.m. Monday 

8:00 a.m. Tuesday 

11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Sunday Worship Schedule                                                                         
8:15 a.m.  Worship                                                                                         

9:15 a.m.  Fellowship                                                                                     

9:30 a.m.  Education                                                                                                            

10:30 a.m.  Worship 

Weekday Worship                                                                                       
Monday 9:15 a.m. Prayer                                                                                            

Wednesday 7:15 p.m. Worship  

Holy Week                                                                                                      
Maundy Thursday,  April 13 at 7:00 p.m.                                                                                      

Good Friday,  April 14 at 7:00 p.m.                                                                                          

Easter Vigil,  April 15 at 9:00 p.m.                                                                                  

Easter Sunday,  April 16 at 8:15 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Lutheran-Church-of-St-Peter/118370501506575

