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Inside 

           Pastor Alan Bray  

August 2017 

 

 

Grace and peace to each of you! 

Much has changed at First Lutheran Church in the past few months…  

For example, after having served for seven years as our congregation’s Youth Ministry Director, 

Nancy Altmann has completed her employment at First Lutheran Church and is now working 

nearly full-time for the Minnesota Council of Churches in Mankato, helping with refugee reset-

tlement efforts. Nancy’s work at FLC was outstanding.  She loved our kids, and they loved her.  

It has been very hard to say goodbye to Nancy, Ike and Evalyn….they will be greatly missed! 

Another change is the fact that Caitlin Jensen has just completed her internship year among us.  

Happily, however, we do not have to say an official “farewell” to Caitlin yet because she has 

agreed to remain at FLC, working as our interim Youth Ministry Director on a part-time basis 

through December.  Among other duties, Caitlin will be teaching the 7th and 8th grade confirma-

tion class, a responsibility which she dearly loves.  I am very excited about Caitlin’s willingness 

to help us out as she awaits word concerning her placement for first call in the ELCA.  As you 

know, Caitlin is a delightful, talented and loving person who will be an outstanding pastor.  

How fortunate it has been…and will be…to have her here! 

Another change is still in the works.  On July 18th, our Congregational Council received the 

names of four potential candidates for the position of Intentional Interim Pastor at First Lu-

theran Church.  Currently, a sub-committee of Council members is interviewing these candi-

dates, checking references and trying to determine who would best serve our purposes in the 

months to come.   The full Council will give final approval at its August meeting.   The interim 

pastor will very likely be in place by September 1st.   Once this pastor has arrived, our congrega-

tion will then begin an extensive self-study process which will lead into a call process for a new 

full-time, “settled” pastor.  Your enthusiasm and willingness to help out in this time of transi-

tion will be very important. 

As noted above, August will be my last month of serving as pastor at First Lutheran Church.  

I’ll save my thoughts and reflections about this transition for my final Sunday (August 27th) and 

for the September Heartbeat, but I do wish to extend an invitation to anyone who would like to 

share some conversation over a cup of coffee before my retirement kicks into gear.  I’d love the 

chance to reminisce a bit, to give thanks for seventeen years of shared ministry, to dream about 

the future…and to say our good byes.   Although Gretchen, Julia and I will continue to live in 

St. Peter after my retirement, it will be important to bring my official role as your pastor to an 

appropriate end.   

Well, dear friends, may we continue to enjoy these summer days as we prepare for a time of 

new beginnings. The months ahead will be an exciting time for dreaming dreams and giving 

birth to new congregational possibilities.  And though we may not be exactly sure what’s ahead, 

let’s remember that God knows …and that God is walking with us every step of the way. 

In Christ,    Pastor Alan 



                                                                                                                   

Worship & Arts/News & Notes 

 

 

 

 

REFORMATION 500 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 

SEPTEMBER - Beginning on Rally Sunday, September 10th, we will explore the German Mass published by 

Martin Luther roughly a half century ago in 1526. His desire was for people to hear the word, and we still use 

many of his suggestions and guidelines today. Come early on September 10th and 17th for the prelude time to 

learn “Kyrie! God, Father” (ELW 409) and “Isaiah in a Vision Did of Old" (Sanctus, ELW #868). We will 

sing parts of the German Mass through September and October, concluding on Reformation Sunday. 

 

SEPTEMBER 17 - Lutheran-Catholic Common Prayer Service 

You are invited to a festive day of celebration and reflection with our Catholic brothers and sisters in Saint Pe-

ter. Dr. Dirk Lange from Luther Seminary will be our guest preacher and lead the First Forum discussion at 

FLC in the morning. At 2:00 p.m., Dr. Lange will give a lecture at the Church of Saint Peter regarding the Lu-

theran-Catholic Common Prayer service and his role in its creation. At 3:00 p.m., First Lutheran, Trinity Lu-

theran, and the Church of Saint Peter will join together in Common Prayer: From Conflict to Communion and 

celebrate that we are all united in Christ. 

 

OCTOBER 14 - Reformation Conference 

Whose Neighbor Are We? Reformation, Reconciliation, Re-Vision 

Sign up today! Visit http://bit.ly/WhoseNeighbor or contact eventsflcstp@gmail.com to register as an FLC 

member. Sign up for attendees and volunteers will also be available in the Gathering Space throughout Au-

gust. As a thank you to all members who have donated and continue to donate to make our Reformation 500 

Celebration year a success, your registration fee is waived!  

 

OCTOBER 29 - Reformation Sunday will be a festival occasion at FLC. We will have one worship service at 

10:00 a.m., followed by a catered meal and theater presentation. More info coming soon! 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 

Dear friends, 

Thank you for the kind deeds bestowed on me after I broke my hip.  I am still receiving therapy.                                       

Your expressions of love and caring serve as motivation for healing.  Blessings to you! 

                                                                                                                  —Eunice Amos 

http://bit.ly/WhoseNeighbor
mailto:eventsflcstp@gmail.com


From the Intern 

 
 

        My brothers and sisters in Christ, 

  

With the close of my internship I want to say thank you. Thank you for welcoming me into your 

community by inviting me into your homes and lives. Thank you for accepting me as I am – bad puns; 

bright, fun skirts; tea addiction and all. Thank you for letting me journey with you as we continue to live out 

Christ’s gospel. Words truly cannot express what a blessing it has been to finish my seminary career as your 

intern. So again, Thank You! 

 

 You may be wondering what life will look like from now until I receive my first call. Well, a few 

opportunities have presented themselves in the last couple of months. First, I will be moving from St. Peter 

to Cleveland to room with an old seminary friend. Second, I will be working part-time in the chaplain’s of-

fice at Gustavus. Third, I will continue working here at First as the part-time interim youth ministry direc-

tor. God graciously provides! As for the call process, I will have my final interview on August 25, I’ll find 

out what synod I’m placed in in early October, I’ll start interviewing shortly after that, and I’ll hopefully 

find a call by early January. Thank you for your prayers during this time of new beginnings. 

 

 As I transition from your intern to your interim youth minister director, there will be a few changes. 

The first is that I will not be up in front leading worship or preaching. While I love doing these, I do not 

want to cause confusion with my new role as your interim youth minister director. To help this transition, I 

will not be in Sunday worship during August. I will also be moving from my current office into the Youth 

Ministry Director’s office. The second change is that I will be going from full-time to half-time. Instead of 

being in the office Monday through Thursday, I will be in the office on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. For 

Sundays, I will always be at worship at 8:15 a.m, and switching off between First and Gustavus for the 

10:30 a.m. worship. 

 

 As your interim youth minister director, my call is to provide some stability during this time of 

many transitions. I hope to give the youth, parents, and congregation ownership over the youth program. I 

also desire to bring clarity with who we are as the youth of First Lutheran and what we will need from a 

youth ministry director going forward. I am beyond excited to teach 7th and 8th grade confirmation and the 

high school youth group! 

 

 Since I will be working both at First and Gustavus, I will be at First through the fall semester (end of 

December). The Youth Leadership Team’s desire is to have a permanent, full-time youth ministry director 

by January. 

 

 If you are concerned with how to approach me, please do not worry. While my focus will be on the 

youth of this church, I will continue to love and talk with everyone!  

 

As we move forward together, please continue to pray for the youth of this congregation. If you have 

any questions or concerns, feel free to talk with me or the staff at First Lutheran. My new email is: youth-

minflcstp@gmail.com  

 

I look forward to our new journey in Christ, 

Caitlin Jensen 
         

mailto:youthminflcstp@gmail.com
mailto:youthminflcstp@gmail.com
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Stewardship Committee/Interim Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GET READY! 

Celebration Sunday is October 1, 2017.  There will be one worship service at 10:00 A.M.  We will continue the 

theme:  “Faith Alive: Called to Discipleship.”  However, there will be a new twist.  Because this year is the 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation we are going to focus on what Martin Luther has to say about the sev-

en faith practices of a disciple. (Invite, Encourage, Pray, Study, Serve, Worship and Give)  All this  starts on 

Sunday, October 1.  GET READY!  Martin Luther has something to say. 

 

 

 

Interim Pastor Search Update 

 

At the July Congregational Council meeting, Linda Pedersen from the Synod Office presented the Council 

with the names of four candidates interested in serving as interim minister at First Lutheran Church. She indi-

cated they are all strong candidates who would be a good fit at FLC. Typically the Synod presents one or two 

names, yet given the strengths of the congregation there was more interest among candidates. Following the 

process recommended by the Synod, an interview team of Council members Chelsea Alger, Shawn Hoenke, 

Garrett Paul, and Barb Larson Taylor will interview all the candidates and ultimately bring a top candidate to 

meet with staff and the Council before the Council makes a final decision at the August Council meeting. Fol-

lowing the August meeting a letter will be sent to the congregation introducing the interim pastor. We are on 

track to have the interim pastor in place starting September 1. Questions about the process may be directed to 

member of the Council. 

 

 

 

Farewell to the Pastor Alan, Gretchen, and Julia Bray 
 
The congregation is encouraged to be present on Sunday, August 27, 2017 as a day to say farewell to the Bray 
family on their final Sunday at First Lutheran. The day will include: 
 
9:00 a.m.   Worship with Pastor Alan preaching 
10:30 a.m.  A program celebrating the ministry of Pastor Alan in words and music 
11:30 a.m.  Picnic lunch in the FLC Gathering Space 



August 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

     

   

 

1 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Pastor Alan’s Office 

Hours (River Rock) 

1:00 p.m. Resurrection Cemetery 

2 

7:00 Men’s Conversation                           

8:30 a.m. Staff                                                         

5:30 p.m. Worship                                      

 

6 

9th Sunday after Pentecost                                            

9:00 a.m. Worship                                                        

10:00 a.m. Fellowship                                                   

7 

7:00 p.m. Executive Committee          

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

6:15 p.m. Welcoming Committee 

 

 

8 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Pastor Alan’s Office 

Hours (Co-op) 

11:00 a.m. Staff Support 

12:00 p.m. Christian Education 

6:00 p.m. Building & Grounds 

6:30 p.m. Social Ministry 

 

9 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation                

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

5:30 p.m.  Worship                                                               

13 

10th Sunday after Pentecost                                              

Outdoor Worship                      

9:00 a.m. Worship/Baptism                                                 

10:00 a.m. Fellowship                                                   

 

14 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

7:00 p.m. Fellowship Committee 

15 

8:30 –10:00 a.m. Pastor Alan’s (River 

Rock) 

7:00 p.m. Council 

16 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation                

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

5:30 p.m. Worship                                                                                                            

20 

11th Sunday after Pentecost  

9:00 a.m. Worship                                                        

10:00 a.m. Fellowship                                                   

21 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

 

22 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Pastor Alan’s Office 

Hours (Co-op) 

23 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                            

5:30 p.m. Worship                                       

27 

12th Sunday after Pentecost                          

Pastor Alan’s Last Sunday      

9:00 a.m. Worship                                                        

10:00 a.m. Fellowship                                       

10:30 a.m. Program celebrating Pastor Alan   

11:30 a.m. Picnic lunch in Gathering Space                                             

 

28 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

 

 

     

29 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Pastor Alan’s Office 

Hours (River Rock) 

9:00 a.m.. Mission Quilters 

 

 

 

 30 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

5:30 p.m. Worship                                                              

 

                    



August 2017 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

7:00 Men’s Conversation                           

8:30 a.m. Staff                                                         

5:30 p.m. Worship                                       

3 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

4 

 

5 

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation                

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

5:30 p.m.  Worship                                                                

 10 

8:00 a.m. Finance Committee 

9:00 a.m. Stewardship 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

 

 

 

11 

 

  12 

9:00 a.m. Kitchen Cleaning   

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation                

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

5:30 p.m. Worship                                                                                                                         

17 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

 

 

18 

 

 

19 

 

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                            

5:30 p.m. Worship                                        

24 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

25 

 

26 

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

5:30 p.m. Worship                                                               

                    

31 

 

  



 Fellowship Committee 

 

 
 
 
 
 
WHO:  You! 
 
WHAT:  Monthly Service Group 
 
WHERE: First Lutheran Church 
 
WHEN:  One Month per Year 
 
WHY:  For Fellowship 
 
 
Who knew?  Since time immemorial, members of First Lutheran have each been affiliated with a 
Monthly Service Group for the purpose of being called to serve at special events and funerals.  
Magically, depending on the month and event, you may never have been called and therefore 
may not have been aware of this system!  
You may choose a month convenient for you by signing up on the FLC “Working in the Vine-
yard” form.   
 
The Fellowship Committee is seeking to improve the function of the Monthly Service Groups,   
so beginning in September, please know that you may receive a call during your month to: 
  

Help setup, serve or bring food to a funeral  
Help serve or bring food for a special event  
Help bring treats and serve during the Coffee/Fellowship Hour  

 
Monthly Service Group Coordinators will assist the Fellowship Committee in contacting the 
members of each service group.  Free training, mentoring, and clear instructions will be available 
for anyone unsure of their duties.  Super Servers and Bakers are always needed to volunteer 
beyond their month of service.  If you have questions, please direct them to Gretchen Bray - (934 
3958 - through August), or Betty Thompson (934 3164). 
 
 
Sincerely, 
  
The First Lutheran Fellowship Committee 



Christian Education 
 

 



Christian Education 

 

 

 



 

AUGUST SERVICE LIST  

Bruce Dehning 

David & Judy Fienen 

Joshua & Katie Gavin 

Ross & RaNaye Grunzke 

Paul & Nadine Haukoos 

Gary & Jean Hayer 

Shawn & Jessica Hoenke 

Ruth Johnson 

Angela Jay & Ginger Peterson 

Dick Karstad 

Ole Karstad 

Marolyn Kleinert 

Marlin & Lorraine Knutson 

Gene & Jeanette Krohnberg 

John & Cindy Nadeau 

Amy Peterson 

Carol Peterson 

Robert & Mary Peterson 

James & Cheryl Robinson 

Anthony Schaffer 

Renee Schmidt 

Randy & Beth Stuckey    

Ed & Beverly Wetherill 

 

Thank You for sharing your time and talent! 

 Prayer Ventures 

Prayer Ventures are available in 

the FLC website at www.flcstp.org.    

Paper copies are also available on 

the table in the narthex near the      

Gathering Space. 

 

Financial Notes:                        

Through June 30, 2017 

 

Income         $ 256,359 

Expenses      $ 247,539 

Balance         $ 8,820 

Working in the Vineyard 

The 2017-18 forms are available in paper copy 

on the tables in the narthex. Or, for your    

convenience, the can be completed online at: 

http://bit.ly/WorkingVineyard 

We thank you for your willingness to serve.  

Without your time and talents, it would be dif-

ficult to carry out our many ministries and 

programs that are of benefit to so many people. 



 

Renewed by Christ in Word, water, bread and wine, we serve the community and the world 

1114  Traverse Road 

St. Peter MN 56082 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church 

Phone: 507-934-3060 

Fax: 507-934-3847 

E-mail: mlemyre@flcstp.org 

Address Service 

Requested 

We’re on the 

Web!  

www.flcstp.org 

Worship Schedule  
 

Public Access Channel 7  

TV broadcast 

3:00 p.m.  Sunday 

6:00 p.m. Monday 

8:00 a.m. Tuesday 

11:30 a.m. Sunday 

 

Summer Sunday Worship Schedule                                                                      
9:00 a.m.  Worship                                                                                         

10:00 a.m.  Fellowship       

                                                                                

Summer Weekday Worship                                                                                       
Monday 9:15 a.m. Prayer                                                                                            

Wednesday 5:30 p.m. Worship  

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Lutheran-Church-of-St-Peter/118370501506575

