December 14, 2025 +
Third Sunday of Advent

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are

invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

We Gather
Prelude - “Now the Heavens Start to Whisper” Welsh melody
Call to Worship - Cherub Choir
Words of Welcome
*Gathering Hymn - no. 242 “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath - no.248, vs. 1, 2 “People, Look East”

Sing verses 1 and 2 before the litany and verse 3 after the litany.
Advent is a time to awaken our spiritual senses.

We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Grant us vision to behold your glory.

We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Quiet us so we may hear your still, soft voice.

We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
Make us vessels of your mercy, compassion, and grace.

We stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord, repeat them in our day!
For all of us eagerly watching for your glory in our midst:

Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and
the grace of Christ as we speak.

This morning we light three candles. The first candle reminds us of those who find themselves
in a season of waiting, resting in hopeful anticipation for God to act. The second candle is for
anyone weakened and wearied by the circumstances of life. We echo the cry of scripture to



renew their strength and increase their power. The third candle awakens our spiritual senses,
challenging us to embrace the glory of God, as we await our Savior’s promised coming.

»

Hymn - no. 248, vs. 3 “People, Look East

*Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, "I one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is
sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only
you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the
ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us
from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our
trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in
the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness.

*+ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.

*Apostolic Greeting P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Kyrie - page 147, Setting Four, ELW

*Prayer of the Day

P: Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming,
that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Choir:

We Listen to God'’s Word

First Reading: [saiah 35:1-10
! 'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the
crocus it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The glory of Lebanon
shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the
majesty of our God.]] Strengthen the weak hands and make firm the feeble knees. “ Say to those

who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with



vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.” > Then the eyes of the blind
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be opened; © then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and
streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground springs of
water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall become reeds and rushes.
% A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. ° No lion shall be
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the
redeemed shall walk there. '° And the ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 145: 5-10 - The psalm will be sung responsively by whole verse.
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5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help,
whose hope is in the | Lord their God;
6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that ! is in them;
who keeps promis- | es forever;
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
The Lord sets the | captive free.
8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who | are bowed down;
the Lord | loves the righteous.
9The Lord cares ! for the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way ! of the wicked.
1°The Lord shall | reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah!

Second Reading: James 5:7-10
7 Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for
the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late
rains. “ You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.

9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See,



the Judge is standing at the doors! '° As an example of suffering and patience, brothers and
sisters, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation - “Alleluia” - page 151, Setting Four, ELW

*Gospel: Matthew 11: 2 - 11
The Gospel of Matthew, the uth Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

>When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples > and
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4 Jesus answered
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: > the blind receive their sight, the lame walk,
those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have
good news brought to them. © And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.”

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out
into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? ® What, then, did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. © What,
then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. *° This is the
one about whom it is written,

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’

Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist,
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Chris Culuris

*Hymn -no. 264 “Prepare the Royal Highway”

*The Apostles Creed - P: Together let us profess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, he is seated at the right hand of the

creator of heaven and earth. Father,

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, and he will come to judge the living and
our Lord, the dead.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, I believe in the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, the holy catholic church,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, the communion of saints,

was crucified, died, and was buried; the forgiveness of sins,

he descended to the dead. the resurrection of the body,

On the third day he rose again; and the life everlasting. Amen.

he ascended into heaven,



*Prayers of Intercession

AM: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. At the conclusion of each petition:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

AM: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

*Sign of Peace P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. Please offer one
another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering - For electronic giving please see the Acknowledgement Page for QR code and Thank
you!

Offering music -

*Offering Prayer AM: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

We Share God'’s Holy Meal

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface - page 152, Setting Four, ELW

*Holy, Holy, Holy - page 153, Setting Four, ELW

*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

Awaiting the coming of the Messiah we pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to the Table -

P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.



Distribution of Communion - we will be serving communion continuously.

Lamb of God - page 154, Setting Four, ELW
Hymn - no. 263 “Savior of the Nations, Come”
Hymn - no. 487 “What Feast of Love”

Prayer After Communion
P: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share
the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

We Go in Peace

Announcements

*Sending Hymn - no. 253 “He Came Down”

*Blessing & Dismissal

P: May God who comes among us, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen.
AM: Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude - “People Look East” setting, Nancy Raabe

In Worship Today

Pastor: Chris Culuris Ushers: Avery Loken Communion Preparer:
Organist: Deacon Brenda Handel- Bread Baker: Betsy Bolint Heather, Aaron and Jake
Johnson Acolytes: Ambriela Linsmeier, Loic Banks

Assisting Minister: Larry Kiewel Bly Communion Server: The
Director of Choirs: Sarah Chambers Banks Family

Audio/Video: Brett
Petersen, Charlotte Loken

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson, Paul Aasen, Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron
Larson, Lenore Schnobrich, Gloria Kane, Harvey Kane, Lisa Handel-Dalvand, Karen Handel, Erika Schuldt, Laurie Dietrich, Bob
Lamb, Dorothy and Paul Lutz, Steve Erickson, Barbra Grabowski (Ted Kunze’s sister), Garrett Paul, Chaplain Ben Hilding, Mary
Ann Scharf, David Ribar, Nate Tuener (family friend of Bob and Rhoda Stenson) and Sandy Grochow.
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Worship, Education and Service:

e The Loken, Ribar and Caven Confirmation Families will serve Fellowship after worship today.

¢ Scandinavian Baking Day today! Set up for bakers 12-1 pm. All are welcome to come learn
at the elbow of masters. All ages are welcome to bake lefse, krumkake and sandbakkels
between 1-4 pm with a short Santa Lucia program at 2 pm. Everyone will take home goodies.

e Wednesday Meal Sign Up: We are looking for cooks, servers, and clean-up crew for our
upcoming meals. Ready to pitch in? Sign up in the narthex bit.ly/flcmealsi2

¢ Next Wednesday’s Faith Night at First meal will be served in the Gathering Space 5:15-
6:15 pm.

e FLC Children’s Christmas program- next Wednesday, December 17, 6:15 pm. Cookie
potluck in the Gathering Space after.

Events at FLC and around the area:

o During the season of Advent, the Altar Guild invites you to contribute to the Giving Tree. The
money goes to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. Also consider a poinsettia in honor of or in
memory of a special person or persons.

o Cookie Potluck: Cookies and cocoa will be served following the children's Christmas program
next Wednesday, December 17. Please bring a plate of cookies to share during this special
fellowship time!

¢ Blood Drive - Wednesday, December 17.

e (all 1-800-733-2767 to schedule an appointment.

Bible Study: meets tomorrow Monday morning at 9:30am starting with worship in the chapel. We are
studying The Gospel of Mark. The group will be on break December 22-January 1, resuming on January 8.

Christmas Worship Schedule:
e Christmas Eve - Dec. 24" - Worship at 4:00pm and 10:00pm
e Christmas Day - Dec. 25" - Worship at 10:00am

The Church Office will be closed December 25 and January 1 in observance of Christmas Day and New
Year’s.


https://nam09.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fflcmeals12&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40flcstp.org%7Cd94acfd57a0f4dfd5a2508de271edd38%7C529e8b3244c64f12a8fe3776835a49ce%7C0%7C0%7C638991210704561688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p4IPfMlVkKp9lNqOr%2FPS204EDIanFUW6E9f2WhkI%2B9w%3D&reserved=0
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