December 21, 2025 +
Fourth Sunday of Advent

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are

invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

We Gather
Prelude - “Let All Mortal Flesh Be Silent” setting by Patricia Hurlbutt
Words of Welcome
*Gathering Hymn - no. 257 vs. 1,4,6 & 8 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath -
Hymn - no.248, vs. 1, 2 “People, Look East”

Sing verses 1 and 2 before the litany and verse 3 and 4 after the litany.
Advent is a time to bind up the broken hearted.

Come, Lord, and make all things new.

For past wrongs that prevent us from moving forward.

Come, Lord, and make all things new.

For any bitterness that scratches our soul:

Come, Lord, and make all things new.

For relationships left in decay and neglect.

Come, Lord, and make all things new.

For any action that has wounded us or by which we have wounded others:
Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and
the grace of Christ as we speak.

This morning we light four candles. The first candle is the light of hope for those in times of
waiting. The second candle is the light of hope for those who are wearied by the circumstances
of life. The third candle is the light of hope for those eagerly watching for God’s promised



glory. The fourth candle is the light of hope for those who carry the wounds of life. Today we
acknowledge our pain and the pain we have caused others. As the light shine, we turn to the
Savior who came to rescue the lost, to help the hurting, and to bind up the broken.

Hymn - no. 248, vs. 3, 4 “People, Look East”

*Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is
sure. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only
you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the
ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us
from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our
trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in
the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. * You are freed
and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.

*Apostolic Greeting P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Kyrie - page 147, Setting Four, ELW
*Prayer of the Day

P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us
from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to God’s Word

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16
'“The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, " “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven.” > But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” > Then
Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals that you weary
my God also? ** Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with
child and shall bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. > He shall eat curds and honey by the
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. *° For before the child knows how to



refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be
deserted.”
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 - The psalm will be sung responsively by whole verse.

I

o

! Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph ! like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim.
>In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and | come to help us.
3 Restore | us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
4O LorD ! God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your | people pray?
5You have fed them with the | bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of | tears to drink.
®You have made us the derision | of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh | us to scorn.
7Restore us, O | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.
7 Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand,
the one you have made so strong | for yourself.
'* And so will we never turn a- | way from you;
give us life, that we may call up- | on your name.
9 Restore us, O LORD | God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved.

Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7

'Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, *

which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, * the gospel
concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh “and was declared to
be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about



the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, ©including you who are
called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation - “Alleluia” - page 151, Setting Four, ELW

*Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25
The Gospel of Matthew, the 1st Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

“ Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy
Spirit. ' Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. *° But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. > She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” >> All this took place
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: * “Look, the virgin shall
become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means,
“God is with us.” ** When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him; he took her as his wife *>but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to
a son, and he named him Jesus.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Deacon Brenda Handel-Johnson

*Hymn -no. 723 “Canticle of the Turning”

*The Apostles Creed - P: Together let us profess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, he is seated at the right hand of the

creator of heaven and earth. Father,

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, and he will come to judge the living and
our Lord, the dead.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, I believe in the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary, the holy catholic church,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, the communion of saints,

was crucified, died, and was buried; the forgiveness of sins,

he descended to the dead. the resurrection of the body,

On the third day he rose again; and the life everlasting. Amen.

he ascended into heaven,



*Prayers of Intercession

AM: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. At the conclusion of each petition:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

AM: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

*Sign of Peace P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. Please offer one
another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering - For electronic giving please see the Acknowledgement Page for QR code and Thank
you!

Offering music

*Offering Prayer AM: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world
signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

We Share God'’s Holy Meal

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface - page 152, Setting Four, ELW

*Holy, Holy, Holy - page 153, Setting Four, ELW

*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer
*Invitation to the Table -
P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

Distribution of Communion - we will be serving communion continuously.

Lamb of God - page 154, Setting Four, ELW
Hymn - no. 245 “Creator of the Stars of Night”
Hymn - no. 260 “The King Shall Come”



Prayer After Communion
P: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share
the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

We Go in Peace

Announcements

*Sending Hymn - no. 267 “Joy to the World”

*Blessing & Dismissal

P: May God who comes among us, Father, * Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen.
AM: Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude -

In Worship Today

Pastor: Chris Culuris Ushers: Communion Preparer:
Preacher: Deacon Brenda Handel- Bread Baker: Betsy Bolint Communion Server:
Johnson Acolytes: Audio/Video: Brett
Organist: David Fienen Petersen

Assisting Minister: John Bipes
Director of Choirs: Sarah Chambers

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson, Paul Aasen, Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron
Larson, Lenore Schnobrich, Gloria Kane, Harvey Kane, Lisa Handel-Dalvand, Karen Handel, Erika Schuldt, Laurie Dietrich, Bob
Lamb, Dorothy and Paul Lutz, Steve Erickson, Barbra Grabowski (Ted Kunze’s sister), Garrett Paul, Chaplain Ben Hilding, Mary
Ann Scharf, David Ribar, Nate Tuener (family friend of Bob and Rhoda Stenson) and Sandy Grochow.
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FLC Refrigerator Page

Worship, Education and Service:

¢ David and Joan Olson and Gary and Jean Hayer will serve Fellowship after worship
today.

e The flowers on the altar are from John and Aileen Bipes in honor of their children and
grandchildren.

e Wednesday Meal Sign Up: We are looking for cooks, servers, and clean-up crew for
our upcoming meals in January and February. Ready to pitch in? Sign up in the
narthex bit.ly/flcmealsi2

Events at FLC and around the area:

¢ Thank you for your generous donations! If you have yet to make your payment to the
Mortgage Retirement Fund, please do so by January 15. We'll also gladly accept any
regular offerings for 2025 through January 2. Questions: please call Karen in the office.

¢ During the season of Advent, the Altar Guild invites you to contribute to the Giving
Tree. The money goes to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. Also consider a poinsettia in
honor of or in memory of a special person or persons.

e Live Nativity raised $644 for the St. Peter Food Shelf. Thank you to all who helped!

Christmas Worship Schedule:
e Christmas Eve - Dec. 24" - Worship at 4:00pm and 10:00pm
e Christmas Day - Dec. 25" - Worship at 10:00am

Bible Study: Will be on break December 22 - January 1, resuming on January 8.

The Church Office will be closed December 25 and January 1 in observance of Christmas Day
and New Year’s.


https://nam09.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fflcmeals12&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40flcstp.org%7Cd94acfd57a0f4dfd5a2508de271edd38%7C529e8b3244c64f12a8fe3776835a49ce%7C0%7C0%7C638991210704561688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p4IPfMlVkKp9lNqOr%2FPS204EDIanFUW6E9f2WhkI%2B9w%3D&reserved=0
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