December 25, 2025

—_—
Christmas Day
Service of Lessons and Carols
1 We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”
An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are
invited to read aloud responses found in bold.
P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.
We Gather
Prelude - “Von Himmel Hoch” Johan Pachelbel
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” (Brass Quintet) arr. Lloyd Larson
Words of Welcome
*Gathering Hymn - no. 283 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
Litany

P: In a little town, known for nothing much, God’s holy child was born.
Welcome the Light!

By the faint light of the moon, Mary and Joseph found their way.
Welcome the Light!

Shown by a courtyard fire, the open stable door.

Welcome the Light!

Warm breath of resting beasts, kindly sparkle in their eyes.

Welcome the Light!

In the shadowy stable stall, Joseph kindled a lamp.

Welcome the Light!



There Mary gave birth to Jesus, called God-With-Us.
Welcome the Light!

Angels opened the doors of heaven, sang, “Glory to God in the heights!”
Welcome the Light!

Shepherds saw the sky ablaze, left their sheep and came to see.
Welcome the Light!

In the darkest winter night, God set a brilliant star.

Welcome the Light!

Magi from the East divined God’s shining sign.

Welcome the Light!

And in this Christmas season with joy, we greet the Child.

Welcome the Light!
— written by Jennifer Phillips, the Vicar of St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church in Kingston, Rhode Island.

Reading - Matthew 1:18-25
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy
Spirit. * Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public
disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 2° But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. > She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” 2 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him; he took her as his wife 25but had no marital relations with her until she had
given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.
Hymn - no. 266 “All Earth Is Hopeful”



Reading - Luke 2:1-7

1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2
This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to
their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and
family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was
expecting a child. ® While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place in the guest room.

Hymn - no. 292 “Love Has Come”

Reading - Luke 2:8-14
8 Now in that same region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. *° But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for see, |
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: ™ to you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. *> This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 3 And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
4“Glory to God in the highest heaven,

and on earth peace among those whom he favors!
Hymn - no. 277 “Away in a Manger”

Reading - Luke 2:15-20

5> When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made
known to us.” ® So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the
manger. 7 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child, *®
and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, ' and Mary treasured all
these words and pondered them in her heart. 2° The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.

Hymn - no. 289 “Angels We Have Heard on High”

Reading - John 1:11-14

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was
in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.



6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the
light, so that all might believe through him. # He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify to the light. 2 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

° He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world did not know
him. ™ He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. *> But to all who
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 3 who were
born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 4 And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth.
Hymn - no. 295 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”
vs 1 - all, vs 2 — high voices, vs 3 - all, vs 4 — low voices, vs 5 - all

*Prayers of Intercession

AM: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all
who are in need. At the conclusion of each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

AM: With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*Sign of Peace P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please offer one another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering - For electronic giving scan the QR code below and Thank you!

Offering QR Code
Offering Music - “Il est ne le Divin Enfant” (Brass quintet) arr. By George Delerue

*Offering Prayer - AM: God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the
blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of
the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

Amen.



We Share God’s Holy Meal

*Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution

*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, who sin against us.

hallowed be your name, Save us from the time of trial
your kingdom come, and deliver us from evil.
your will be done, For the kingdom, the power,
on earth as in heaven. and the glory are yours,

Give us today our daily bread. now and forever. Amen

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

*Invitation to the Table - P: God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!

Distribution of Communion - we will serve Holy Communion at the rail today.

Oboe solo
Hymn - no. 300 “The First Noel”
Hymn - no 296 “What Child Is This”

Prayer After Communion - P: Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure
this gift and ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders
of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us.

Amen.

Announcements

*Sending Hymn - no. 290 “Go Tell It on the Mountain”



*Blessing & Dismissal

P: The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, * bless you
with endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen.

AM: Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.

Thanks be to God.

*Postlude - “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” (Brass Quintet) arr. by Ted Blumenthal

In Worship Today

Pastor: Chris Culuris Esgers: Tom Thorkelson, John I?/Iornn}rlilnion Prepeslrfr':

Organist: Deacon Brenda Handel- adeau ary thompson, sylvia

Johnson Bread Baker: Perron

Assisting Minister: Grace Timm Communion Server: Cindy

Director of Choirs: Nadt.eau . .

Sarah Chambers Audio/Video - No Live
Stream

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson, Paul Aasen, Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron
Larson, Lenore Schnobrich, Gloria Kane, Harvey Kane, Lisa Handel-Dalvand, Karen Handel, Erika Schuldt, Laurie Dietrich, Bob
Lamb, Dorothy and Paul Lutz, Steve Erickson, Barbra Grabowski (Ted Kunze’s sister), Garrett Paul, Chaplain Ben Hilding, Mary
Ann Scharf, David Ribar, Nate Tuener (family friend of Bob and Rhoda Stenson) and Sandy Grochow.
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FLC Refrigerator Page

Worship, Education and Service:

¢ Wednesday Meal Sign Up: We are looking for cooks, servers, and clean-up crew for

our upcoming meals in January and February. Ready to pitch in? Sign up in the
narthex bit.ly/flcmealsi2

Events at FLC and around the area:

e Thank you for your generous donations! If you have yet to make your payment to the
Mortgage Retirement Fund, please do so by January 15. We'll also gladly accept any
regular offerings for 2025 through January 2. Questions: please call Karen in the office.

¢ During the season of Advent, the Altar Guild invites you to contribute to the Giving
Tree. The money goes to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.

e Live Nativity raised $644 for the St. Peter Food Shelf. Thank you to all who helped!

Bible Study: Will be on break December 22 - January 1, resuming on January 8.

The Church Office will be closed January 1 in observance of New Year’s Day.


https://nam09.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fflcmeals12&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40flcstp.org%7Cd94acfd57a0f4dfd5a2508de271edd38%7C529e8b3244c64f12a8fe3776835a49ce%7C0%7C0%7C638991210704561688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p4IPfMlVkKp9lNqOr%2FPS204EDIanFUW6E9f2WhkI%2B9w%3D&reserved=0
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