December 28, 2025 +
First Sunday of Christmas

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are

invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

We Gather
Prelude - “Coventry Carol” arr. Jan Krabill
Selected solo Eight Swinging Christmas Carols Keith Terrett
Words of Welcome
*Gathering Hymn - no. 292 “Love Has Come”

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace.
Amen.
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God, we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We
confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; we have not
always recognized your presence among us; we have not always embraced your message
of peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We
confess our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our participation in violent
systems that harm your innocent ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. Be
born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. Amen.

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. *F Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation.

Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! Amen.

Hymn of Praise - no. 289 vs. 1and 3 “Angels We Have Heard on High”



*Apostolic Greeting P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Prayer of the Day

P: O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected
the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.

We Listen to God'’s Word
First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9

71 will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD,

the praiseworthy acts of the LORD,

because of all that the LORD has done for us
and the great favor to the house of Israel

that he has shown them according to his mercy,
according to the abundance of his steadfast love.

8 For he said, “Surely they are my people,
children who will not act deceitfully,”

and he became their savior
9in all their distress.

It was no messenger or angel
but his presence that saved them;

in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them;
he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 148 - The psalm will be spoken responsively by whole verse.
! 1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2 Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3 Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
4 Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.



5 Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
°who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7 Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8 fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9 mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
°wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
1govereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
2young men and maidens,
old and young together.
3 Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
4The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Hebrews 2:10-18

°It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. " For
the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is
not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, *>saying,

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters;

in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”

3 And again,

“I will put my trust in him.”
And again,

“Here am I and the children whom God has given me.”

4 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, 5and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. *® For it is clear



that he did not come to help angels but the descendants of Abraham. 7 Therefore he had to
become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the
people. ® Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are

being tested.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation - page 151, Setting Four, ELW “Alleluia”
*Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23

The Gospel of Mathew, the 2nd Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

B Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 4 Then Joseph got up, took the child and
his mother by night, and went to Egypt >and remained there until the death of Herod. This was
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my

»

son.

6 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and
killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to
the time that he had learned from the magi. '7 Then what had been spoken through the prophet
Jeremiah was fulfilled:

1B“A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

' When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt
and said, *° “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who
were seeking the child’s life are dead.”  Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and
went to the land of Israel. > But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his
father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the
district of Galilee. 2 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon Pastor Chris Culuris

*Hymn -no. 296 “What Child Is This”
*Nicene Creed - page 104, ELW



*Prayers of Intercession

AM: Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all

who are in need. After each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

AM: With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God,
trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*Sign of Peace P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please offer one another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering - For electronic giving scan the QR code below and Thank you!

traditional

*Offering Prayer AM: God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the
blessings you bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of
the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen.

We Share God’s Holy Meal

*Great Thanksgiving and Preface - (sung) page 152, Setting Four, ELW

Pastor: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise... (Here the minister continues with the proper preface, concluding): we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

*Holy, Holy, Holy - page 153, Setting Four, ELW

*Words of Institution - page 108, Setting One, ELW



*The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, as we forgive those

hallowed be your name, who sin against us.

your kingdom come, Save us from the time of trial
your will be done, and deliver us from evil.

on earth as in heaven. For the kingdom, the power,
Give us today our daily bread. and the glory are yours,
Forgive us our sins now and forever. Amen

*Invitation to the Table - P: God is now in flesh appearing. Come to the feast of joy!

Distribution of Communion - we will be serving communion continuously.
Lamb of God - page 154, Setting Four, ELW

Oboe Solo
Hymn - see back page “I Wonder as | Wander”
Hymn - no. 286 “Your Little Ones, Dear Lord”

Prayer After Communion

P: Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and ponder in our
hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the
everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. Amen.

We Go in Peace

Announcements

*Sending Hymn - no. 299 “Cold December Flies Away”
*Blessing & Dismissal

P: The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, * bless you
with endless grace, peace, and joy. Amen.

AM: Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.

Thanks be to God.

*Postlude - “Ding Dong Merrily On High” arr. Keith Territt



In Worship Today Communion Preparer:

Pastor: Chris Culuris SDirelcltg1 of %hoirs: Eeith & C:arrig Stelt'eg -
Organist: Deacon Brenda Handel- arah L-hambers OMMUNION SETVer: Shir
Musicians: Andy Johnson, Sylvester
Johnson .
Assisti .. r Annaeka Johnson, Audio/Video - Brett
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Ushers: Pat Pehrson
Bread Baker: Diane Stewart

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson, Paul Aasen, Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron
Larson, Lenore Schnobrich, Gloria Kane, Harvey Kane, Lisa Handel-Dalvand, Karen Handel, Erika Schuldt, Laurie Dietrich, Bob
Lamb, Dorothy and Paul Lutz, Steve Erickson, Barbra Grabowski (Ted Kunze’s sister), Garrett Paul, Chaplain Ben Hilding, Mary
Ann Scharf, David Ribar, Nate Tuener (family friend of Bob and Rhoda Stenson) and Sandy Grochow.
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FLC Refrigerator Page

Worship, Education and Service:

e Betty Thompson and Carol Solberg will be serving Betty’s birthday fellowship after worship toda

° y.

¢ Wednesday Meal Sign Up: We are looking for cooks, servers, and clean-up crew for our upcoming
meals in January and February. Ready to pitch in? Sign up in the narthex bit.ly/flcmealsi>

e No Wednesday Night activities this week. Happy Winter Break!

¢  Our next First Forum will be held following worship on January 11. Please come and hear about the
good work being done at the St. Peter Food Shelf.

Events at FLC and around the area:
¢ Thank you for your generous donations! If you have yet to make your payment to the Mortgage
Retirement Fund, please do so by January 15. We'll also gladly accept any regular offerings for 2025
through January 2. Questions: please call Karen in the office.
e Live Nativity raised $644 and 205 pounds of food for the St. Peter Food Shelf. Thank you to all who helped!
Bible Study: Will be on break December 22 - January 1, resuming on January 8.

The Church Office will be closed January 1 in observance of New Year’s.


https://nam09.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fflcmeals12&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40flcstp.org%7Cd94acfd57a0f4dfd5a2508de271edd38%7C529e8b3244c64f12a8fe3776835a49ce%7C0%7C0%7C638991210704561688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p4IPfMlVkKp9lNqOr%2FPS204EDIanFUW6E9f2WhkI%2B9w%3D&reserved=0

