
Season of Easter     †      First Lutheran Church      †      Saint Peter, Minnesota 

 

      Resurrection of Our Lord 
                 (Virtual Church Edition) 

                    Sunday, April 12, 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

Hippolytus Sermon          Pastor Gwen and Intern Miranda 

 

Prelude  —  “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”                                            Brass Setting by Richard Walters 

 

Gathering Hymn  —  no. 619, Stanza 1-4 & 8                                           “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” 

Brass Setting by John Ferguson 

 

 



 

Welcome  

 Alleluia!  Christ is Risen! 

 Christ is Risen Indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Greeting and Prayer of the Day  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 And also with you. 

 Let us pray. 

O God, you are the creator of the world, the liberator of your people, and the wisdom of  earth.  

By the resurrection of your Son free us from our fears, restore us in your image, and ignite us 

with our light, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 

Reading  —  Jeremiah 31:1-6 

 

At that time, says the Lord, I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be my people. 

  2Thus says the Lord: 

 The people who survived the sword 

  found grace in the wilderness; 

 when Israel sought for rest, 

  3the Lord appeared to him from far away. 

 I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

  therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 

 4Again I will build you, and you shall be built, 

  O virgin Israel! 

     Again you shall take your tambourines, 

        and go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 

 5Again you shall plant vineyards 

  on the mountains of Samaria; 

 the planters shall plant, 

  and shall enjoy the fruit. 

 6For there shall be a day when sentinels will call 

  in the hill country of Ephraim: 

 “Come, let us go up to Zion, 

  to the Lord our God.” 

 

 

Word of God, Word of Life 

Thanks be to God. 

 

   



 

Psalm  —  Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

Emily will sing the whole Psalm with refrains.  You are invited to join in as you wish. 

     Psalm Refrain 

 
     Psalm Tone 

 

 1Give thanks to the Lord, for the | Lord is good; 

  God’s mercy en- | dures forever. 

 2Let Israel | now declare, 

  “God’s mercy en- | dures forever.” 

 14The Lord is my strength | and my song, 

  and has become | my salvation. 

 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 

  “The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly! 

 16The right hand of the Lord| is exalted! 

  The right hand of the | Lord acts valiantly!” 

 17I shall not | die, but live, 

  and declare the works | of the Lord.    Refrain 

 18The Lord indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 

 19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks | to the Lord. 

 20“This is the gate | of the Lord; 

  here the righ- | teous may enter.” 

 21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

  and you have become | my salvation.    Refrain 

 22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 

  has become the chief | cornerstone. 

 23By the Lord has | this been done; 

  it is marvelous | in our eyes. 

 24This is the day that the | Lord has made; 

  let us rejoice and be | glad in it.   Refrain 



 

Gospel Acclamation  —  hymn no. 388, sung three times                                                    “Be Not Afraid” 

 
 

Gospel  —  Matthew 28:1-10 

 The holy gospel according to the 28th chapter of Matthew. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 

see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from 

heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing 

white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the 

women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he 

has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He 

has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ 

This is my message for you.” 8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, 

and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; 

there they will see me.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon                                                                                                                               Pastor Gwen Hermanson 

Goodness is stronger than evil; Love is stronger than hate;   
Light is stronger than darkness; Life is stronger than death. 
Victory is ours. Victory is ours through God who loves us. 
Victory is ours. Victory is ours through God who loves us. 



 

Hymn  —  no. 361                                                                                                      “The Day of Resurrection!” 

Trumpet Setting by Emily Bruflat 

                                                                        
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand 

of the Father, 

and he will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



 

Prayers of Intercession 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times and 

places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the gift of women as your witnesses: 

as preachers, teachers, and leaders. Open our ears to their proclamation this day and always. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the galaxies whirl in 

glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

The countries of the world experience disunity and conflict; we set our minds on fear and greed rather 

than on your rule of justice and steadfast love. Build up all countries on your cornerstone of peace and 

wholeness. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

  

We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful, the 

suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence especially Helen Baumgartner, Del 

Bouwers, Rob Paulson, Bernie Schnobrich, Glen Stryker, Cole Turritin (and all those we name now, 

silently or aloud).  We pray that you would bring comfort to the family and friends of Jack Blonigan, 

Megan Berglund, John Hall, Cyril Lotton and all who have lost their lives to the Coronavirus.  Lord, in 

your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful God, your healing power is everywhere about us.  Strengthen those who work among the sick, 

give them courage and confidence in all they do.  Encourage them when their efforts seem futile or 

when death prevails.  Increase their trust in your power even to overcome death and pain and crying.  

May they be thankful for every sign of life you give, and humble before the mystery of your healing 

grace. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your eternal care; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



 

Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 

us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Easter Blessing 

May the loving power of God, 

which raised Jesus to new life, 

strengthen you in hope, 

enrich you with his love, 

and fill you with joy this Easter morning. 

 

Sending Hymn  —  no. 365                                                                                  “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 

Brass Setting by John Ferguson 

 



 

Dismissal from Intern Miranda 

L   Go in peace, Christ has risen! 

C   Christ has risen! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 

A final word from Pastor Gwen 

 

 

Postlude  —  “Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah                                                                           G.F. Handel 

Brass Setting by Walter Barnes 
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Virtual Brass Ensemble: Ben Bruflat, Michael Schuldt, Trumpet 1 

Mark Roemhildt, Michael Schuldt, Trumpet 2 

    Peter Stelter, horn 

    Emily Bruflat, trombone 

    Josh Forbord, tuba 

 
 

Prayers of the People 
We are called to remember one another in prayer. The list below is for recent needs or praise, and a long-

term prayer list for chronic or long-term needs will be published monthly in the Heartbeat: 

•Helen Baumgartner     •Glen Stryker    •Cole Turrittin   •Bernie Schnobrich    

•Del Bouwers (friend of Malm family)  •Rob Paulson (brother of Eunice Amos)     

  
Family & Friends of those who have died: 

•Jack Blonigan (father of Megan Berglund)   •Megan Berglund •John Hall 

•Cyril Lotton (brother of Lee Schnobrich) 

 
  



 

Announcements 
 

Offering:  During this period of suspended in-person worship services, First Lutheran continues to have 
its recurring expenses.  Please remember to give financially to support the ministry here.  You can write 
a check and mail it to the church office or give online at https://tithe.ly/give?c=283920. 
 
Virtual Worship and Spiritual Engagement:  Pastor Gwen, Intern Miranda, and Emily will be taking 
some much-needed time off this week.  We will continue to offer daily spiritual engagement by linking 
you to YouTube videos.  These links can be accessed through our Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/FLCSTP) and will be available at 10am each day.  
 

Sunday the 12th: Virtual Easter Worship  
Monday the 13th: Sing Along with Easter Hymn 
Tuesday the 14th: Children’s Time Sing-along “Peace Like a River” (with actions!) 
Wednesday the 15th: Sing "Be Not Afraid" Taizé song 
Thursday the 16th: Prayers during COVID-19  
Friday the 17th: Listen to “Down to the River to Pray” 
Saturday the 18th: Self Care with Yoga  
 
 

Weekly E-newsletter:  Each Thursday, we are sending out an e-newsletter with the latest 
announcements.  Are you receiving this weekly e-newsletter?  If not, it may have gone to your junk mail 
folder!  If it’s not there, you can find it on our website at www.flcstp.org/enewsletter.   
 
Shelter in Place:  We strongly encourage you to stay at home, as ordered by the Minnesota governor.  
The church office is closed and the building is locked.  If you need pastoral care, please call Pastor Gwen 
(510-847-4612).   
 
Quarantine Care:  We anticipate some loneliness in the days ahead. Let's intentionally stay connected! 
Pastoral staff and volunteers will be calling up our more vulnerable members for check-ins and 
conversation. If you'd like to be included, let Pastor Gwen know. 
 
Homemade Face Masks:  Do you know how to sew? You can help the effort to reduce the spread of 
COVID-19 by making homemade face masks for home health care providers. Laurie Erickson is leading 
this effort, so if you are interested, contact her for a pattern and supplies. Her email address is: 
laurie.erickson40@gmail.com. 
 
Food Shelf Needs:  The St. Peter Food Shelf is expecting increased needs during this pandemic. If you 
are able, please send them a donation or drop off food. They are open 1-3 pm on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays and 6-8 pm on Thursdays. 

https://tithe.ly/give?c=283920
http://www.facebook.com/FLCSTP

