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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 
 

CONGREGATIONAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING  
DECEMBER 31, 2018 

1. Membership, end of 2017  1,022 

2. Members received during 2018   

A. By Baptism, children 15 yrs. And younger 9  

B. By Baptism, adults 16 yrs. and older 0  

C. By affirmation of faith 14  

D. By transfer From ELCA congregations 1  

E. By transfer from other Lutheran congregations 2  

F. From non-Lutheran Congregations 6  

G. From other sources and statistical adjustments. 0  

H. Total Members received this year  31 

3. Members removed during 2018   

    A. By death 16  

    B. By transfer 18  

    C. For other reasons and statistical adjustment 12  

    D. Total members removed this year - 46 

4. Membership, end of 2018 = 1,007 

5. Number of people confirmed in 2018 7  

A. Total confirmed membership, end 2018 790  

Latest report on file: 2018 
INFORMATION ABOUT MEMBERS 

Baptized 
(Total Membership) 
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Members Received 
Julie Johnson 

Dan Braun 

Marilyn Kochsiek 

Bette Bordenanve 

Brianne Twaddle 

Jessie Twaddle 

Ella Twaddle 

Bruce Berglund 

Megan Berglund 

Will Berglund 

Marta Berglund 

Nils Berglund 

Vera Berglund 

Aaron Loken 

Ann Loken 

Keith Blank 

Bobbi Blank 

Ryan  Blank 

Joseph Dobie 

Meagan Dobie 

 
 

Weddings 
Samantha West and Cody 

Thompson 

Angela Samuelson and    

Brandon Linsmeier 

 

 

 

Deaths 
Renee Jackson 

Marilyn Erling 

Stanley Solberg 

Ruth Larson 

Sam Gault 

Birgitta Hendrickson 

Hazel Bach 

Clair McRostie 

Ann Bartels 

Douglass Witte 

Thomas Headlee 

Judi Malmborg 

Krista Amos 

Valeria Schroeder 

Rodney Dietrich 

Lynne Torkelson 

Baptisms 
Isla Schild 

Lincoln Klingler 

Hayden Lind 

Aspen Samuelson 

Riggs Kuhlman 

Olin Turritten 

Kirby Hanson 

Joseph Dobie 

 

Confirmations 
Katie Peterson 

Elizabeth Orth 

Anna LoFaro 

Kelson Lund 

Audrey Kennedy 

Tyler Erickson 

Madison Doose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transfers Out 
William Helder 

Jodi Helder 

Briele Helder 

Vincint Helder 

Jacob Kienlen 

Isaac Altmann 

Nancy Altmann 

Evalyn Altmann 

Alan Bray 

Gretchen Bray 

Julia Bray 

Brian Nelson 

Alyssa Nelson 

Dennis Zochert 

Ronda Zochert 

Greg Engels 

Denise Engels 

Kristine Engels 

Rebecca Engels 

Thomas Crady 

Lisa Bard 

Peter Crady 

Scott Crady 

Bill Bensen 

Kristen Bensen 

Micah Bensen 

Mark Lloyd 

Shannon Lloyd 

Alexander Lloyd 

Casey Lloyd 

 

 

 

Register/Pastoral Acts Report 
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This year has brought a lot of change.  Mark Roemhildt continues to live into his role as Office Coordinator, 

which he started about a year ago.  You bid farewell to Interim Pastor Ted Kunze in August after eleven 

months of transitional ministry at First Lutheran.  You voted to call me as Senior Pastor on August 19th and got 

ready to welcome me when I started in September.  In December, Paul Aasen decided to relinquish his        

long-held role as volunteer staff member for health reasons.  He continues to serve FLC as an active member 

by visiting the homebound, helping to find Sunday morning volunteers, and serving on some committees.  In 

early January, the Christian Education Director position (served by Barb Regner) was restructured so we could 

create a position that would serve preK-12th grade, the Director of Lifelong Learning.  This decision was made 

after having no one serving as Youth Ministry Director for all of 2018. 

 

They say the only constant in life is change.  Yet, as Christians, we believe that God’s love and grace are also 

constant.  In all the seasons of our individual and collective lives, God is present with us.  God uses both 

welcome and unwelcome change for good.   

 

When we first met each other over ice cream on August 15th, I shared with you a poem by Pierre Teilhard de 

Chardin, SJ called “Patient Trust”.   

 

“Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 

We are quite naturally impatient in everything 

to reach the end without delay… 

Only God could say what this new spirit 

gradually forming within you will be. 

Give Our Lord the benefit of believing 

that his hand is leading you, 

and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself 

in suspense and incomplete.” 

 

At that point you were ready to move forward with a vote to call me as your pastor.  Perhaps you imagined that 

your time of transition had finally come to an end.  In reality, you were moving into a new season with its own 

changes.  I am so grateful that you called me here to this place to serve with you.  And I invite you to continue 

to trust in the slow work of God as we continue to change and move forward into the future. 

 

Thank you for your patient trust as I have begun my ministry here at FLC.  Thank you to the Transition Team 

and Call Committee for all the work they put into the transition process during 2018.  Thank you to the staff- 

who have welcomed me, had a positive attitude, and worked hard.  And thank you to each of you as you have 

found ways to contribute to the life of the church this past year, whether it was through helping on Sunday 

morning, Wednesday night, or in-between.  Thank you for your generosity to First Lutheran and beyond. 

 

Blessings to you in 2019, 

Pastor Gwen 

A Report from the Pastor—January 2019 
Pastor Gwen Hermanson First Lutheran Church, St. Peter, MN 
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Congregation Council President Report 
Paul Haukoos, Congregational Council President 

The year 2018 was a year of transition that First Lutheran Church had not experienced in many years. Interim Pastor Ted 

Kunze did a wonderful job of keeping everything moving forward.  The staff stayed on task and, when needed, went  

beyond the call of duty.  Members of the congregation stepped up and performed tasks that were previously taken care of 

by others.  At times it seemed like the transition was never going to end.  Challenging and stressful?  Absolutely.  But 

satisfying and rewarding and fulfilling? Even more so.  We were blessed even during this time of transition.   

 

The Transition Team conducted surveys of the membership and collected data from various sources in order to complete 

a Ministry Site Profile. This MSP described our mission and what we were looking for in a new pastor. It would also be 

used by Synod staff to recommend candidates to us. Members of the Transition Team were Pastor Ted Kunze,           

Kim Bovee, Mark Conover, Marty Davig, Jim Dontje, Gretchen Lind, Jacob Pehrson, Bonnie Pettis, Mark Roemhildt, 

Mary Spear, Keith Stelter, and Nancy Thorkelson. 

 

The Transition Team then gave way to the Call Committee.  The task of the Call Committee was to review pastoral    

candidates, conduct phone interviews, visit the congregation of the finalists, host final interviews, and bring a recom-

mended finalist before the congregation for a vote of final approval.  Members of the Call Committee included Ella 

Boomgarden, Mary Gaebler, Bruce Gray, Shawn Hoenke, Amy Pehrson, Rachel Ribar, Mary Ann Scharf, and Mary 

Spear. 

 

At a special Congregational Meeting on August 19, 2018,  a Letter of Call was extended to Pastor Gwen Hermanson.  

She accepted the call and began her ministry here on September 1.  We welcome her and look forward to many years of 

her preaching the Word, administering the sacraments, providing pastoral care to members, and leading in all spiritual 

and educational matters of First Lutheran Church. 

 

The Congregational Council meets monthly to review reports from the committees and address other matters of          

importance to the congregation.  According to the Constitution, the Council has responsibility for oversight of the life 

and activities of the congregation, to include: 

 Long range planning, goals and priorities. 

 Being examples for and involve congregation members in worship, learning, witness, service,   

 and support of the congregation's missions and goals. 

 Supporting the pastor and staff. 

 Promoting a congregational climate of peace and goodwill. 

 Responsibility for fiscal and property matters. 

 

Council members in 2018 were:  Chelsea Alger, Julie Aune, Mary Gaebler, Cheryl Kautt, Harriet Mason, Shanon     

Nowell, Dave Ribar, Gabriela Roemhildt, Carolyn Trnka, Chris Voeltz, Katelynn Erickson (youth), and Anders Taylor 

(youth).  Officers were Paul Haukoos (President), Bob Shoemaker (Vice President), Dawn Kienlen (Secretary), Ken 

Westphal (Treasurer), and Barb Larson Taylor (Past President). 

 

Two regularly scheduled Congregational meetings were held in 2018.  At the first, held on January 28, 2018, annual  

reports were received and delegates to the SW MN Synod Assembly were elected, as were members of the 2018       

Nominating Committee.  The Transition Team also reported on the progress of selecting a new pastor.  At the second 

meeting, held on December 3, 2018, constitutional changes recommended by the ELCA were adopted, the 2019         

Operating Budget was approved, and a motion to begin researching the       feasibility of using solar power at FLC was 

adopted.  The following new council members were elected:  Carla Demers, Josh Drinkall,  Gordon Long,                   

Cindy Nadeau, Mary Thompson, and Tyler Erickson. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Paul Haukoos 

Congregation Council President 
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Transition. Change. Uncertainty. Anticipation. Those are words we’ve all heard a lot at First Lutheran Church in 
2018. While our community bade farewell to our interim pastor and welcomed a new pastor and a new staff member 
this year, transitions have also been taking place in the music ministries of FLC. 
 
Perhaps the biggest change in our musical “soundscape” is the reduction of choral activities. As our culture shifts 
and the age demographic of the choir keeps rising, there are fewer and fewer singers able to participate on a regular   
basis. Being a choir takes a small but significant amount of preparation and commitment, and it has proven difficult 
to recruit new members whose schedules aren’t filled with classes, jobs, children’s activities, and frequent travels. I 
am personally saddened by this change; while I first and foremost believe that choral music enhances worship and/
or is a spiritual practice for many people in this community, directing choir is something that brings me great joy, 
and I hope very much that there is a resurgence of energy for and commitment to this important part of our church 
(and Church) history. 
 
While this news may be disappointing to some, I am happy to report that FLC is filled with people who are willing 
to serve and give of their time and talents to the music ministries. The Jeremiah Band has led two worship services 
this fall and has also been involved on Wednesday nights. The Handbell Choir has new ringers in training, and this 
lighthearted and hard-working group continues to be one of the highlights of my week. Many instrumentalists play 
solos and in small groups, and some very dedicated vocalists sing in periodic octets. Worship remains my primary 
focus, and one of the worship highlights of the year was the Pentecost hymn festival in May led by dozens of        
volunteers: The Flame Within Us. We also hosted the ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve service, complete with a       
community choir and brass quartet. The musical scene at FLC is very much alive. 
 
One of my favorite new endeavors is the addition of various instrumental ensembles. I have started rotating      
different groups of instruments to play an ensemble piece and/or lead parts of our worship. We have started a Wind 
Ensemble, a Brass Ensemble, and a String Ensemble. Each of these groups is invited to play every few months, and 
though the personnel changes each time, we have enough musicians in our midst to make these groups possible on 
a come-when-you-can basis. Each ensemble has involved both youth (with 2+ years of experience) and adults, and I 
have enjoyed witnessing mentor/mentee relationships develop. 
 
I have also explored more educational components of my role by communicating the significance of music in our 
context. I have started writing “side notes” about the hymns, which have been included in the bulletin, and I’ve also 
contributed informational articles in the church newsletter as I prepare to lead a three-week First Forum series 
about worship and culture later this winter. 
 
GAC senior Andy DeLuca has continued serving as our GAC Music Scholar this year. He has helped with the new 
ensembles and plays the organ during worship once per month during the school year, accompanying at least one 
hymn and providing prelude, offering, and/or postlude music as well. I hope to maintain this partnership with GAC 
in years to come. 
 
The Worship and Arts Committee has gone through many changes this year. Helen Baumgartner and Kristi      
Westphal - two long-time members - fulfilled their commitments and stepped down, secretary Kristin Bensen 
moved out of town with her family, and we lost a couple other members due to schedule conflicts. Remaining active 
on the committee are Dan Polzin, Cheryl Kautt (secretary), and Julie Aune. We are actively seeking members at this 
time, and our 2019 focus will be on planning ahead for major instrument repairs and updates to our sound system as 
well as discussion related to the worship life of FLC. 
 
I remain grateful to be your Cantor and to enable the song of this community, and I am looking forward to what 
2019 will bring. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Bruflat 

Cantor Report                                                                  Emily Bruflat, Cantor 
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Altar Guild Report                                                Patricia Freiert, Chair 

The Altar Guild is responsible for providing for the needs of the chancel and the chapel.  This involves 

cleaning linens and the chancel, changing paraments and hangings, supplying altar flowers and replacing 

linens, paraments and hangings as needed.  This year we repaired the Baptismal banner and the kneeler 

cushions and purchased new communion linens. We have continued to develop the altar notes to educate the 

congregation in the Sunday bulletin about the traditions and colors of the liturgical year.   

 

In providing flowers, we have continued use of a sign-up sheet for weekly donations and have been refining 

the system to address issues of being as green as possible and providing flowers that are appropriate in scale 

for the altar space and complement the altar.  This means avoiding fresh flowers  flown in from Central or 

South America and instead using fresh or dried flowers grown locally whenever possible.  Potted plants that 

can be used for more than one Sunday are another “greener” option, especially those grown in Minnesota.  

This means that donors have several choices and involves more coordination on the part of the committee 

member responsible for that Sunday.  While donations were up once again this year, we continue to wrestle 

with long stretches with no donations.  We will be raising the basic donation for 2019 in order to cover 

raising costs. 

 

We continued to distinguish between Advent and Christmas in decorating the chancel through these seasons 

and have also continued the practice of memorial offerings to The Giving Tree rather than a massive 

poinsettia display for Christmas. Meanwhile, the offerings for the Giving Tree have dropped by $500 for the 

second consecutive  year.  
 

Submitted by Patricia Freiert 
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Committee Members:  Interim Pastor Ted Kunze, Pastor Gwen Hermanson, Laura Boomgaarden, John 

Nadeau, Shanon Nowell, Garrett Paul, Amy Pehrson (stepping down at the end of 2018 after 10 faithful 

years on this committee), Barb Regner, Barb Larson Taylor 

The Christian Education Committee supported the following programs of the church in 2018:   

Sunday School -  

• Spark Rotation curriculum by Augsburg Fortress - workshops: music, art, science, cooking, creative 

drama, Bible skills/games, video looking at New Testament Stories 2017-2018 and Old Testament 

stories in 2018-2019. 

• Music Leadership Team - Cantor Emily Bruflat, Julie Aune, Rachel Ribar, Brenda McHugh, Steve 

Kidder - Music Openings for Large Group each week; Music leadership for Christmas Program and 

couple of times during worship 

• Intro to the Bible - 3rd Graders & Parents - Pastor Gwen Hermanson 

• First Communion Preparation - 2nd Graders & Parents - Joel Moline guides students in creating their 

own individual communion cups 

Children’s Christmas Program - “Heaven & Nature Sing” 10:30 a.m. worship December 16th 

 

5th/6th Grade Faith Formation - Wednesday evenings 6:15 p.m. - Conference Room 

• In September we moved this age group to Wednesday Evening program from Sunday morning 

• Very well attended; lots of parents involved as well! 

• Augsburg Fortress Connect Curriculum is used 

• Bible Study, Service, Fun 

Confirmation - Grades 7-9 - Wednesday evenings - Dining Hall & Downstairs 

• Augsburg Fortress Collaborate (2017-2019) 

• 7th/8th Grade-Old Testament in 2017-2018 with Interim Youth Ministry Director Caitlin Jensen & 

Gustavus Adolphus Student Dani Seeger; New Testament in 2018-2019 with Gustavus Adolphus 

Students Rachel Larson & Matt Ouren. 

• 9th Grade-Catechism and Martin Luther led by Interim Pastor Ted Kunze, Mary Gaebler & Steve 

Kidder 2017-2018 and Pastor Gwen Hermanson 2018-2019 

• Mentors - September retreat; joint service projects; regular conversations 

• Student Project -  My First Lutheran Church: Past, Present, Future 2018-2018 

• Service Projects, Acolytes, Worship Assistants, Worship Notes 

• Seven 9th Graders affirmed their baptism on May 6, 2018 

 

Adult Studies - opportunities for adults to nurture their faith walk - Conference Room 

• Sunday morning First Forum - a variety of presentations from FLC members, St. Peter community 

members and presentations of interests beyond our immediate area. 

• Monday morning Adult Study - Book study of “Falling Upward: A Spirituality for the Second Half 

of Life” by Richard Rohr led by Interim Pastor Ted Kunze; A Kerygma study on the Book of Isaiah led 

by Bob Stenson 

• Wednesday Men’s Conversation at GAC - 7:00 a.m. Rundquist Room 

• Midweek Lenten Series - “We Follow Jesus to Jerusalem” led by retired Pastors and Gustavus 

Professors 

 

Noisy Offering - collected monthly during worship - this year’s offerings went to Lutheran Disaster 

Response & Children’s Weekend Food Program. 

 

 
 

 

Christian Education Committee                         
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Christian Education Committee (continued) 

Service Projects - Numerous projects are completed during the year by all ages of our congregation to      

benefit the following: St. Peter Area Food Shelf, Children’s Weekend Food Program; U of M Children’s   

Hospital, Nicollet County Human Services; Lutheran World Relief; homebound members, etc. 

Shetek Lutheran Ministries - Day Camp here at FLC June 11-14, 2018 for K-6th Grade - staffed by Shetek 

Lutheran Ministries with FLC Youth helpers; Campers of a variety of ages and groups on site at Lake Shetek 

at Bible Camps in July/August 

Endowments/Memorials 

• Johnson Heritage Endowment - Bibles are gifted to 3 year-olds(Story Bible), 3rd graders (NRSV) each 

year; 7th Graders receive new Study Bibles as they begin Confirmation, partly funded by this endowment; 

Adult Study resources and other Bible Translations were funded by this endowment 

• Matson Endowment- Long-term supplies/costumes purchased to enhance programming 

Linda Nelsen Memorial Fund has helped fund equipment for our Sunday School program 

 

Kwik Trip Scrip Program 
Since the program started in 2011, we’ve had sales of greater than $204,000; profits have helped fund        

National Youth Gathering Trips, camping fees, guest speakers, welcoming door prizes, appreciation gifts, 

technology equipment, etc.;  we receive 5-15% of the value 

 

Fortress Press Adult Wellness Book Fair was held in September, making books available for adults that 

help the reader cope, manage, navigate life’s difficult situations, provide spiritual nourishment and guidance, 

and theological reflection. FLC benefited by receiving books to be used in the FLC Library. 

 

Education Spaces for Sunday School have been reassigned as of December 2018. Long-time PreK Sunday 

School Room 7 has been vacated for a future Youth Room; PreK is now held in Room 8, which means that 

the Kindergarten/Grade 1 group will now be using the Pioneer Parlor on Sunday mornings for class time.  No 

Sunday School supplies will be stored in the Pioneer Parlor during the week, and the room will continue to be 

available for regular use during the week as this only affects the Sunday education hour. Grades 2-4 regularly 

use the downstairs space on Sundays.  Kitchen & Dining Hall spaces are used when lessons relate to a      

cooking unit or more space is required. 

THANK YOU to ALL our education leaders, mentors, guides, presenters, helpers and others who make 

Christian Education for ALL ages at First Lutheran possible!  We are blessed to have dedicated volunteers at 

FLC. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Barb Regner, Christian Education Director 
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Building & Grounds Report                            Dave Kennedy, Chair 

The current objectives of the Building and Grounds Committee include:   

• Promote the beauty and cleanliness of the church building and grounds; partner with other groups as 

needed; 

• Support the work of our church custodian; 

• Promote energy efficiency and environmental protection wherever possible; 

• Continue to improve functionality and efficiency of storage areas by eliminating unwanted materials  and 

work with groups who use our facilities in this regard 

• Update the comprehensive maintenance schedule for the care and cleaning of our building and grounds 

• Continue the implementation of the landscaping plan – concentrating on the area surrounding the church 

building 

• Encourage the involvement of members in our efforts regarding the objectives stated above (church clean-

up days, adopt-a-project, mentor/mentee service projects, …) 

 

In addition to continued work on the objectives listed above, several projects were completed in 2018. Thanks 

to an Eagle Scout project (Matt Witty-Frank), a storage shed was organized and two raised planters were built. 

The prairie area was burned and re-planted. A weed sealant was applied under the playground fence, a kitchen 

exhaust fan was replaced, and a rack was installed to display the work of the Mission Quilters. 

 

Plans for projects and initiatives in 2019 include working to improve the lighting outside of the building, 

renovating the courtyard garden, and working with the green committee and church council to investigate the 

possibility of harvesting solar energy at our site. 

 

The committee meets the second Tuesday of each month at 6 pm in the church conference room and would 

welcome additional members. If you are interested in joining the committee or helping with any of the tasks 

taken care of by the committee, please contact a Building and Grounds member (Patricia Duenwald, Harriet 

Mason, Bob Moline, Bill Kautt, Dave Kennedy, Dave Pehrson, Chris Voeltz.)  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dave Kennedy 
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Audit Committee Report                             

 

 

January 17, 2019 

 

First Lutheran Church Council 

1114 West Traverse Rd.  

St. Peter, MN 56082 

 

The appointed audit committee of the First Lutheran Church respectfully submits this report for 

the year ending December 31, 2018.  

 

We have reviewed the accompanying Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2018 and the related 

statements of Income and Expense for the year then ended. Our audit included reviewing selected 

documents and transactions as was considered necessary.  

 

We have also reviewed internal control procedures and will send a letter to the Finance         

Committee regarding comments on these controls.  

 

In 2018, First Lutheran Church shows a net income of $3,013 on its statement of Income and   

Expense. In addition, the Building Renovation Fund had receipts of $196,776 and expenses of 

$224,777 including $162,586 paid on mortgage principal.  The Building Renovation Fund        

activity is not included on the statement of Income and Expense. Also not included in the state-

ment of Income and Expense are bequests received for a total of $158,436 of which $86,419    

was added to the Endowment Fund and $72,017 was added to the Building Renovation Fund and 

used to pay down the mortgage.  

 

The financial reports for the year 2018, to the best of our knowledge, appear to be materially 

complete and accurate statements of the church’s financial position.  

 

Audit Committee members: Mark Boomgaarden, Bonnie Pettis and Terry Hoehn 

 

Submitted on behalf of the audit committee,  

 

Terry Hoehn 
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Staff Support Committee                                            Tami Aune, Chair 

Staff Support Committee, Tami Aune, Chair 

Committee members: Tami Aune, Shanon Nowell, Dawn Wenner 

 

The Staff Support Committee recruits, retains, and supports the professional and volunteer 

staff members of First Lutheran Church so they can lead and successfully accomplish the   

mission of Church.  The committee believes our pastors are called to pray, preach and teach 

while other staff members and congregational members are afforded opportunities to fulfill 

other duties and responsibilities of the church. 

 

Staff support met monthly with Pastor Ted during his interim ministry to discuss the work of 

First Lutheran employees and ways the committee could best support their work.  The      

Committee also had sit-down conversations with all other staff members to talk about their 

goals and how their work could be supported. 

 

In January, we welcomed our new Office Coordinator, Mark Roemhildt, to the staff. Mark 

grew up in the congregation and brings a wealth of knowledge and skills to his position. Staff 

Support also assisted the Pastoral Call Committee in their search for our new Senior Pastor.  

We are pleased that we can continue our monthly meetings with Pastor Gwen Hermanson each 

month.  She brings fresh, new ideas to First Lutheran and is a wonderful addition to the staff. 

 

During the year, we assisted the Youth Leadership Team to help recruit a part time Director of 

Youth Ministries. With budget constraints and the blossoming economy, we were unsuccessful 

in filling this position.   

 

All First Lutheran Staff members, both paid and volunteer, continue to be greatly appreciated 

and we all thank them for their hard and faithful work in 2018.  As always, congregational 

members are encouraged to thank and show your appreciation to all First Lutheran employees 

and volunteer staff in your own ways throughout the year.  A note of appreciation and        

gratitude goes a long way in support of our staff. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Dawn Wenner 
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Youth Leadership Team Report                                    Amy Pehrson, Chair 

Committee members:  Bruce Bergland, Megan Berglund, Laurie Erickson, Katelynn Erickson, Cindy 

Nadeau, Daniel Nadeau, Jim Neubauer, Kim Neubauer, Barb Larson Taylor, Anders Taylor, Gabriela 

Roemhildt, Raina Roemhildt, Amy Pehrson, Monique Sebring, Izzy Avant, Barb Regner, Pastor Gwen 

Hermanson 

  

Without the leadership of a Youth Director in 2018, members of the Youth Leadership Team tried to 

continue moving forward with activities, events and opportunities for the youth of First Lutheran.  In 

2018: 

 

We sent a team of 13 to the National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX: 

• This included 10 fundraisers throughout the year both here and at Scandian Grove Lutheran Church - 

thank you to all you supported these! 

• Our group was also able to serve communion at the Closing Worship for 30,000 Lutherans. 

 

For our graduating seniors: 

• A Blessing and reception was held in May along with the presentation of  prayer shawls.  Thank you 

to those members who knitted these - it is very meaningful. 

• A care package was sent to all the 2018 graduates in November along with notes from members. 

 

The Senior High Youth Group: 

• In the spring the few senior high students who met enjoyed time with Dan Polzin and Amy Ronnkvist 

• In the fall, Megan and Bruce Berglund hosted “Tweets and Creeds”. 

• Unfortunately, participation has decreased such that this group no longer meets. 

• A request was proposed to the council and approved to allow the Youth to use Room 7 as a Youth 

Room.  Conversation about this space continues. 

 

The Junior High Gathering: 

• We were able to team up with Trinity, St. Peter and Scandian Grove Lutheran to send a group to the    

Junior High Youth Gathering in Willmar in November. 

 

Summer Experiences: 

• Per our tradition, every summer our high schoolers have the opportunity to travel for an experience.  

The rotation is National Youth Gathering (2018), Big Horns, WY Backing (2019) and Mission Trip 

to a Reservation in SD (2020). 

• For the Big Horns, fundraising has already begun, and we look forward to sending up to 20 students, 

along with 4 adult advisors to WY in July. 

• FYI:  the National Youth Gathering (2021) will be in Minneapolis.  It is our goal to have every youth 

from First in grades (finishing) 8-12 attend. 

 

Our team’s structure: 

• We were able to recruit some new members to our Team - both parents and youth! 

• We continue to include monthly updates in the Heartbeat 

 

Unfortunately, we recognize there are things that didn’t happen this year because of the loss of a          

full-time youth director.  This continues to concern members of this committee.  We are happy to work 

on events and activities, but without someone on staff who is developing relationships with our youth, 

interacting with them in meaningful ways, and leading them, we will continue to see a decline in         

attendance and engagement.  It is our hope that this will change in 2019.   

 

Respectfully submitted by Amy Pehrson, Youth Leadership Team member 
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 Welcoming Committee                                                       Mary Spear, Chair 

 
“..Held in Christ, our Center and living in response to God’s love and grace, we welcome       

everyone without exception.  We make known our gratitude and appreciation for all, including 

people of every race, sex, age, color, creed, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, marital and familial status, physical and mental ability, health status, socio economic 

situation, education level, and political affiliation.”             

                                                                            - Welcoming Statement of First Lutheran Church 

 

Committee Goal:  To be the voice, hands, and heart that carry out the congregation’s welcoming statement. 

Members:  Ellen Conover, Jan Jensen, Ted Kunze (Pastor, January - August), Rachel Ribar, Mary Spear (chair) 

Objectives: 

• Celebrate Reconciling In Christ Sunday 

The third Sunday in January 

 

• Conduct a minimum of three outreach programs including, but not limited to Mankato Pride, Gustavus    

Involvement Fair, and Southwest Synod Assembly. 

 

• Host Welcome Waffles 

The second Sunday of the month from September - May 

 

• Host First Forums 

RIC Sunday Guest Speaker 

Immigration and Refugee Sunday Speaker 

 

• Celebrate Immigration and Refugee Sunday 

Time of year to be determined by committee 

 

Accomplishments: 

1.  Sunday, January 21, JoAnn Usher, Executive Director of the Rainbow Health Initiative (now called JustUs Health), 

presented findings from the Voices of Health Survey 2016 and the MN Student Health Survey 2013 and 2016 at First 

Forum.  The surveys highlighted the health outcomes of LGBTQ youth and young adults.  Overall, LGBTQ youth    

exhibited higher rates of abuse and neglect at home and at school and engaged in riskier behaviors.  It was emphasized 

how important it is to follow this group of youth and their need for services especially mental health services due to 

higher rates of isolation, bullying and rejection. 

2. Plans were developed for a legal resources fair and hate speech program in March but one of the key presenters  

became ill and could not fulfill her obligation so the program was cancelled. 

3. The Southwest MN Synod Assembly was held in Redwood Falls instead of Gustavus this June so we did not      

display our RIC information materials at the gathering this year.      

4. Saturday, September 8 we hosted a booth at the PRIDE festival in Mankato’s Riverfront Park. We had a drawing 

for a book “Love Without Limits” and a “Kwik Trip” $25 gift card.  We also had brochures from Reconciling Works 

and information about First Lutheran Church and our status as a RIC church. 

5. September 11 FLC had a table at the Gustavus Involvement Fair.  Pastor Gwen Hermanson and Frani and Mark 

Anderson greeted students and handed out fruit snacks. 

6. We did not set aside a Sunday to celebrate Immigrants and Refugees.  We will put this into our 2019 Plan for     

Ministry.  

7. From September to May, on the second Sunday of the month, we made and served Welcome Waffles during      

fellowship between church services.   

35 
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 Social Ministry Committee                                              Dawn Kienlen, Chair 

Social Ministry Committee Annual Report for 2018 

 

1) To continue visitation of our homebound members as representatives of our congregation, and providing 

them with gift baskets at Christmas and Easter. 

2) To continue occasional socials throughout the year at Parkview Manor and maintain a community bond with 

the residents there. 

3) To support our quilters group and Lutheran World Relief. 

4) To recognize and appreciate the support and dedication of the monthly quilters group. 

5) To support Bread for the World through yearly initiatives, such as monetary support and by facilitating a    

letter writing campaign to our congressional leaders; advocating for alleviating food insecurity nationally and 

throughout the world   

6) To support our sponsored missionary Reverend Alex La Chapelle. 

7) To facilitate the organization of volunteers and site preparation for the summer fresh food drops by Second 

Harvest. 

8) To support the work of the St. Peter Area Food Shelf and assist in re- building congregational support in    

dedicating  the 2nd Sunday of each month to food shelf donation Sundays; 

9) To support our sisters in faith of the Vryheid Circuit of South Africa Eastern Diocese of the Evangelical     

Lutheran Church in South Africa through bi-yearly clothing drives. 

10)  To facilitate an annual Senior Nutrition Fundraising event sponsored by Lutheran Social Service to bring 

awareness to the seniors who struggle with food insecurity and isolation. 

11)  To continue to collaborate and coordinate activities, events, and plans with other church committees 

(Fellowship, Green committee, and Welcoming committee), the congregation as a whole and our community  

to better serve and meet the needs of our congregation and the world. 

12)  To continue to communicate pertinent information to the congregation through the Heartbeat, weekly        

bulletins and electronic means. 

13)  To facilitate support of congregational needs during birth, illness or death that affects a family. 

14)  To enlarge our committee membership and congregational involvement to serve our congregation, our     

community and the world, gather fresh ideas, and support our current activities. 

 

 

Thank you to all of the people of First Lutheran Church for your generosity and your dedication to the needs of 

the poor, the hungry, the imprisoned, the sick, the outsider, and the unemployed/underemployed. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted:  Dawn Kienlen, Chairperson 
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Green Committee Report                                                Judy Fienen, Chair 

Members:  Kathryn Christenson, James Dontje, Judy Fienen, Nancy Helgeson, Sue Jackson, 

Bob Shoemaker, Barb Wilkinson, and Chad Winterfeldt. 

 

In January more than 60 energy efficient light bulbs were collected and given the St Peter Area 

Food shelf for distribution during the January 14th Lights for Epiphany collection at church.   

 

The Green Committee sponsored five forums.  One presented by Brianna Baker showing and    

discussing a video about an outdoor nature and art camp that is sponsored by Minnesota       

Interfaith Power and Light.  Jim Dontje presented a forum focusing on the upcoming      

workshop titled Reskilling Workshop that was offered to the communities of Mankato,          

St. Peter and other surrounding areas and took place at First Lutheran. Two forums were used 

to discuss the First Lutheran Reads book for 2018 ANT HILL by E. O Wilson led by Barbara 

Wilkinson and Kathryn Christenson.  In November, Scott Moeller of the Linnaeus              

Arboretum presented a forum regarding the Milk Weeds use in WW2.  

 

The committee took over total sponsorship membership for FLC to be a Sustaining             

Congregation in the Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light.  The Budget will be presented to the 

congregation in December with a change to the Green budget line of an additional $250 to  

cover the sponsorship of MIPL.  It would not involve any contribution from the council’s    

budget.   

 

The garden had another successful year maintaining the Food Shelf garden, with an abundance 

of vegetables being given to the St Peter Area Food Shelf.  In addition, Jim Dontje was able to 

build an outdoor composter that would allow us to compost industry type items.  It has solar 

generated ventilation and is located beside the garden beds.   

 

The Green Committee hosted one Lenten Supper, one outdoor and one indoor summer services, 

two outdoor fellowships and one Offering of Flowers from the congregation’s home gardens.   

 

Sue Jackson created signage and brochures that can be placed in the kitchen, gathering space, 

and handed out to people using the facility regarding composting, recycling and trash             

separation.    

 

During an outdoor worship service, a Scotch Pine tree was planted in honor of the 2017     

Reformation celebration. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Judy Fienen, chair 
 

 

33 

  



32 

  

17 

 
Stewardship Ministry Committee Report                     Bob Stenson, Chair 

 

Members of the Stewardship committee were:  Pastor Gwen Hermanson,  Karen 

Smithers, Paul Aasen, Brett Peterson, Shawn Hoenke, Mary Ann Scharf, Pastor Ted 

Kunze, Paul Haukoos, and Bob Stenson, chair. 

 

The Stewardship Ministry Committee is responsible for promoting biblically based 

stewardship through temple talks, “Heartbeat” articles, and educational programs 

for the congregation.  The committee is also responsible for conducting an annual 

financial pledge drive and soliciting responses to time and talent surveys. 

 

The Committee encourages the congregation to provide financial  support for the 

congregation’s ministry and the ministry of other parts of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America.   

 

Celebration Sunday was October 28, 2018. The theme was “Together, We are the 

Church.” Pastor Gwen  Hermanson was the preacher.    

 

As of December 31, 2018, congregation members filled out 133 “estimate of     

giving” cards totaling $348,962 for 2019 ministry support.   

 

The Stewardship Ministry Committee thanks the entire membership of First       

Lutheran for being generous in giving and being faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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Members:  

Pat Pehrson, Gabriela Roemhildt, Carol Solberg, Nancy Timm, Betty Thompson, Mary Thompson                   

and Carolyn Trnka 

 

Sunday coffee hour: 

We organized and designated groups to serve coffee and treats on Sunday between the early and late services.  Members 

of the congregation were encouraged to volunteer for a Sunday. There was a very good response, with Birthdays,           

Anniversaries and more celebrated. This was in addition to the regularly scheduled standing committees and youth groups. 

 

Summer Service:   

Coffee hour with treats was continued through the summer and was very well attended. The plan is to continue summer 

coffee hour. 

 

Soup Supper: 
In March, we served with the Building/Grounds and Welcoming Committee for Lenten Soup Supper. 

 

Easter Breakfast: 

We prepared and served egg bake, fruit salad, and muffins.  Laurie Erickson made the egg bake and we had help serving  

from the April service list. There were 105 people  served, the cost of which was covered completely by Thrivent Action 

team money. The free will offering of $459 was donated to to Shetek. 

 

Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service: 
Refreshments and bars were served after the service. 

 

Special Events: 

We organized and helped serve when requested for special events 

 

Respectfully submitted, November 27, 2018 

Betty Thompson, chair 

Fellowship Committee                                                   Betty Thompson, Chair 

Funds Management Report                                           Harry Hunt, Chair 

First, we want to thank Stu Johnson for the many years he served as committee member and chair of the FLC 

Endowment Funds Management Committee. We have strong Endowment Fund because of the reports and 

record keeping Stu provided for us. Marlys and Stu both were gift givers to our Endowment Funds. We also 

want to thank Tom Thorkelson for his many years serving on our committee. Members of our committee are 

Ken Westphal, Paul Aason, Pastor Gwen and our newest member is Doug Miller. All of us are available to 

answer any questions you may have of estate planning or gifting to our FLC Endowment Fund. Thanks 

again.  

 

We had a very busy year with the market conditions. Especially the last three months of the year. We were 

invested and stayed the course in a more moderate portfolio. The Fund was able to distribute $16,308.76 to 

various programs within the church. We also received a gift of $86,419.65 from the Ruth and Ted Larson   

estate. These funds were added to the Funds Management account and earnings will be distributed to        

programs within our church. Thanks again to the Larson Estate.  

 

The Endowment Funds have been contributing to various programs for several years. The Fund continues to 

grow with the investments and the gifts from our church members. These are gifts that will live on for many 

years. If you have some interest in making a gift and have questions, please contact one of our committee 

members. Thanks for your support.  

 

Respectfully,  

Harry Hunt, Chair of the Endowment Funds Management Committee.  
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On Saturday, April 21, 2018, Pastor Kunze, Bruce Gray (substituting for Sue Gray), and Ellis 

Jones (as delegates from First Lutheran Church) attended the 2018 Annual Conference of 

GACAC. The conference was held at Gustavus Adolphus College with over 400 persons in 

attendance.  

 

The Conference began with the 6th Annual Faith Conference featuring two outstanding   

speakers: Dr. Jacqueline A. Bussie from Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota, and Dr. 

Munib Younam, Bishop Emeritus of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy 

Land.  

 

Following the two presentations all delegates and visitors met for a luncheon at the Eckhoff 

Alumni Hall. The Agenda following the luncheon was presided over by GACAC President 

Rev. Craig Peterson, Grace Lutheran Church, Minneapolis.  

 

Greetings were presented from the Gustavus Board of Trustees and the Gustavus President 

Rebecca Bergman. The 28th Covenant Award was presented to Gustavus Professor Florence 

Amamoto in recognition of her significant contributions to strengthen the presence of the    

College in the Church and the presence of the Church in the College. Two Gustavus students 

each presented a description of a College organization called Gustavus Interfaith Lodge.  

 

The GACAC Business Meeting concluded with elections of five At-Large and three Lay                

representatives to the GAC Board of Trustees, three persons to the GACAC Board of          

Directors and three persons to the GACAC Nominating Committee.  

 

It was announced that the 2019 GACAC Conference will be held on Saturday, April 27.  

Gustavus Adolphus College Association of Congregations (GACAC) 
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 Resurrection Cemetery                                             Paul Aasen, Chair 

Resurrection Cemetery of St. Peter is owned and operated by First Lutheran Church of St. Peter, 

MN.  Unlike other Committees of First Lutheran, the Cemetery is more formally organized with a 

Board of five elected officers, each serving a three year term, with no more than two consecutive 

three year terms.  Current Board members are as follows:  Paul Aasen, Chair, Helen Baumgartner, 

Barbara Haack, Barbara Wilkinson, and Barb Regner, Secretary-Treasurer.  James Stenson is the   

current Manager of the Cemetery, responsible for maintenance of the Cemetery. 

 

The Cemetery operates by a set of Rules and Regulations, periodically amended, with the most     

recent amendment adopted in October, 2013. It is intended that the Cemetery be self-supporting    

financially.  Financial resources are derived from the annual sales of cemetery lots in addition to the 

voluntary contributions of members and friends.  Quarterly financial statements are produced each 

quarter of the calendar year. 

 

PROJECTS/HIGHLIGHTS OF 2018 

 

Landscaping refinements around the new entrance archway sign (installed in 2017) were completed 

through the generous support of Dale and Barb Haack.  This beautifully designed sign has made the 

cemetery entrance more visible to persons driving by or entering the Cemetery from MN Highway 

99. 

 

A new colorful brochure with information about the history of the Cemetery, policies, current fees, 

regulations, was prepared and distributed to interested persons. 

  

Two clean-up dates were successfully held in the Spring and again in the Fall.  Additional        

maintenance projects were tended to by volunteers from the Church, such as trimming trees, planting  

new trees, tending to watering needs ( depending on weather conditions throughout the year), and  

trimming brush, etc. around the perimeter of the Cemetery. 

 

Mowing the cemetery grounds was done by a local yard maintence team managed and owned by Mr. 

Alan Oachs.  He was contracted for up to a maximum of 10 mowings at a rate of $400 for each   

mowing. 

 

Additionally, Barb Wilkinson volunteered to help maintain the flower garden in the center of the 

cemetery. Tom Thorkelson, Pat Duenewald, and the Aasen family donated much of their time with 

ground maintenance projects . 

 

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR 2019 

 

Increase the size of elected members to the Board from five to seven – to help respond to the         

expressed interest of several members of First Lutheran to serve on the Board. 

Complete signage projects and landscaping efforts, especially at the entrance of the cemetery to help 

visitors locate grave lots of family members. 

 

Resolve drainage issues (especially following heavy rains) by installing and repairing drainage tiles. 

Explore new ways of increasing financial support from members and friends. 

 

Paul G. Aasen, Chair 
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Summary Report of Funds at First Lutheran for 2018 
 

2018 Annual Operating Budget Summary 

 

Expected income:    $ 474,180 

Actual income:    $ 477,824 

 

Net over budget:               $    3,644 

 

Expected expenditures:   $ 501,624 

Actual expenditures:    $ 474,811 

 

Net under budget:     ($26,813) 

 

Expected income less expense:              ($27,444) 

Actual income  less expense:                  $ 3,013 

 

 

Endowment Fund 

 

Total value as of December 31, 2018  $ 364,478 

 

Earnings available for disbursement:    $ 16,309 

Actual disbursements:      $ 16,309 

 

 

 

Playground Project 

 

Total amount received (as of 12/31/07) $ 38,477 

Total expenditures to date:   $ 38,477 

Balance remaining:    $         0 

 

 

Building/Renovation & Chapel Funds 

 

Total amount received (1/1/10-12/31/18) $ 2,228,830 

Total expenditures to date   $ 2,136,837 

Balance remaining:    $      91,993 
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List of Endowed and Non-Endowed Gifts held by FLC 
(as of 12/31/2018) 

 

 

 
 

Holmberg Music Endowment—designated for special music events 

 

Johnson Heritage Fund—endowed gift designated for purchase of Bibles for children and special initiatives 

relating to the spiritual growth of children...as well as for support of RIC initiatives 

 

Logan Mission Endowment—designated for support of Christians through the world, especially through 

world missions of the ELCA 

 

Ruth L. Matson Endowment—undesignated but with family interests in Christian education needs 

 

Seminary Scholarship Endowment—designated to provide scholarships for any First Lutheran Church  

member who is enrolled at a seminary in a program leading to rostered service in the church 

 

Social Ministry Endowment—designated to support the educational and direct action dimensions of the  

congregation’s social ministry 

 

Esther Youngquist Endowment—undesignated, but donor interest in world missions, and venture ministries 

of First Lutheran Church 

 

Youth Scholarship Fund—endowed gift designated to provide scholarship assistance for youth interested in 

attending events such as summer camps, youth conferences/assemblies, confirmation retreats, etc. that have a 

Christian religious component.  

 

Ruth & Ted Larson Endowment—- endowed gift designated for a variety of broad causes to be determined 

by the FLC Council.  


