
January 1, 2023
Christmas

Lessons and Carols

*You are invited to read responses found in bold
*An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit

Welcome to First Lutheran Church!

we GATHER here

Prelude —  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” Hymnal Setting

*Dialogue
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness has not overcome it.
Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness,
on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father.
To us a child is born, to us a Son is given.
In the Word was life,
and the life was the light of all people.

*Processional Hymn  — no. 283 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

*Words of Welcome

*Opening Prayer
Almighty God, you have filled us with the new light of the Word who became flesh and lived among us.
Let the light of our faith shine in all we do; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



Service of Lessons and Carols

Lesson 1 from Hebrew Scriptures  —  Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness
  have seen a great light;
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
  on them light has shined.
  You have multiplied the nation,
  you have increased its joy;
 they rejoice before you
  as with joy at the harvest,
  as people exult when dividing plunder.
  For the yoke of their burden,
  and the bar across their shoulders,
  the rod of their oppressor,
  you have broken as on the day of Midian.
  For all the boots of the tramping warriors
  and all the garments rolled in blood
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

  For a child has been born for us,
  a son given to us;
 authority rests upon his shoulders;
  and he is named
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
  His authority shall grow continually,
  and there shall be endless peace
 for the throne of David and his kingdom.
  He will establish and uphold it
 with justice and with righteousness
  from this time onward and forevermore.
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Carol  — no. 290 “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

Lesson 2 from Hebrew Scriptures  —  Micah 5:2-5a

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the
LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.
If the Assyrians come into our land
and tread upon our soil,
we will raise against them seven shepherds
and eight installed as rulers.

Carol  — no. 279, Stanzas 1 & 4 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Lesson 3 from the Gospel  —  Luke 1:26-35, 38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a

man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now,
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am
a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. Then Mary said, "Here am
I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

Carol  — no. 251 “My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness”



*Lesson 4 from the Gospel  —  Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was

the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Carol  — no. 276 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
 
*Lesson 5 from the Gospel  —  Luke 2:8-16

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.

*Carol  — no. 289 “Angels We Have Heard on High”

Lesson 6 from the Gospel  —  Luke 2:22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated
as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward

to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in
his arms and praised God, saying,
 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
  according to your word;
 for my eyes have seen your salvation,
  which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
  and for glory to your people Israel.”
 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and
said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
  There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived
with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple



but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and
to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
  When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

Carol  — no. 313 “O Lord, Now Let Your Servant”

Lesson 7 from the Gospel  —  Matthew 2:1-11
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem,

asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come
to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They
told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared.

Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the
child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

Carol  — no. 300, Stanzas 1, 2, & 5 “The First Noel”

Lesson 8 from the Gospel  —  Matthew 2:13-18
Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his

mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy
him." Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have
called my son."
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the

children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from
the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
"A voice was heard in Ramah,
wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
she refused to be consoled, because they are no more."

Carol  — no. 296, Stanza 1 “What Child Is This”

Lesson 9 from the Gospel  —  John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into
being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all

might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.



He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to
what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man,
but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full

of grace and truth.

Carol  — no. 914 (from All Creation Sings) “Jesus, the Light of the World”

*Prayers of Intercession

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of the earth,
and the whole human family.

Merciful God, broaden the church’s hospitality and welcome. Open our hearts to any in need of refuge and help,
especially those who are persecuted. Prosper the work of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services. God of
grace, hear our prayer.



Life-giving God, restore the health of the soil, the seas, and the air. Increase the joy and praise of all living things.
In the coming year strengthen local, national, and international efforts to prevent further harm to the
environment. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Liberating God, deliver your people from cruel oppression. Increase justice in every nation and keep the dream of
freedom alive. In this new year bring the blessing of peace and put an end to violent conflict throughout the
world especially in Ukraine. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Uplifting God, raise all who are bowed down by trouble and need, especially individuals and families living in
poverty. Protect and nurture all children. Sustain those who parent, teach, and care for the young. God of grace,
hear our prayer .

Abiding God, accompany this community in the coming year. Increase our love for one another and the neighbors
we serve. Enrich our worship and deepen our faith. Sustain our Bishop Dee Pederson, all our pastors and deacons
and all who minister in your name. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Loving God, the holy innocents who perish in every generation are safe in your keeping. We give you thanks and
praise for the all the faithful who have gone before us into everlasting life with you. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray to the mercy
of God. Amen.

Offering
Music at the Offering

“I Wonder as I Wander” Appalachian Folk Tune

all generations SHARE the meal
*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

In gratitude to God, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

Here is the table set for our special meal. The bread, the wine, prepared and presented. Ready to be served
and shared.
We remember Jesus sharing a meal like this with his disciples, his friends.
He included everyone, those he could trust and those he could not trust.
Today we are his disciples, his friends. Each one of us is welcome. How amazing it is to be loved and
wanted even when we have not been perfect. How wonderful it is to be included as we are.

Distribution of Communion

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Hymnal Setting

Communion Blessing and Prayer
God of abundance,
we give you thanks that in this holy meal
you have invited us to feast with you and one another.
May the taste of your love remain with us,
and may our words and our work in your name
invite others into your bountiful grace.
Send us from your table to proclaim your presence,
even as we await the glorious coming of Christ our Savior.

all generations DEPART for service

Announcements

*Sending Hymn — no. 267 “Joy to the World”

*Blessing and Dismissal
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary,
the obedience of Joseph,
the joy of the angels,
the eagerness of the shepherds,
the determination of the magi,
and the peace of the Christ child.
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*Postlude —  “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy” West Indian Carol
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Worship Assistants

Pastor: Chris Culuris
Guest Pastor: Heather Culuris
Director of Music: Emily Bruflat
Music Leader: Steve Kidder
Audio/Video: Shanon Nowell

Greeter:
Reader: Mary Spear, Heather Culuris, Larry Kiewel
Ushers: Tom Thorkelson
Acolytes:
Tech: Shanon Nowell

Communion Preparers: Banks Family
Communion Servers:
Bread Bakers: Michelle Doose, Shirb Sylvester

Announcements
● The church office will be closed tomorrow , Jan. 2nd in observance of New Year’s.
● Refreshments  after worship will be served by the Fellowship Committee.
● Faith Formation and Confirmation Classes resume Jan. 4th.
● Following worship next Sunday Pr. Chris will offer a Bible study in the Dining Hall on Making Sense of

Martin Luther. No prior experience is necessary. Please join us.
● Beginning on Jan. 9th members are invited to come for Morning Prayer in the Chapel at 9:30am and

Bible study in the Conference Room. We will be discussing Bishop Chilstrom’s book Hebrews: A New &
Better Way.

Prayers
● We lift up prayers for those on our long-term list: Elgene Lund, Chuck Petry, Bob Cady, Joan

Williams, Betty Gustafson, Myrene Bunge, Glenn Stryker, Erika Schuldt, Claire Cardwell, Ursula
McRostie, Karen Wendroth, Ellis Jones, Allen Storkson, and Gene Roemhildt.

● We pray for Stu Nesburg who is mourning the recent loss of his brother John.
● We pray for all those mourning the recent loss of loved ones.
● We pray for peace around the world; for all affected by natural disasters; and, for healing and

wholeness in the lives of all who are ill.

https://worshipwords.co.uk/all-age-easter-communion-liturgy-ana-gobledale-uk/

