
January 23, 2022
Third Sunday after Epiphany

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit,
and you are invited to read responses found in bold.

You are welcome to sing during worship if you are vaccinated!
Welcome to First Lutheran Church!

Gathering in God’s Presence

Prelude —  “Let Streams of Living Justice” Setting by Robert Buckley Farlee

Welcome

*Gathering Hymn —  no. 314 “Arise, Your Light Has Come!”
Stanza 1: All    Stanza 2: High Voices    Stanza 3: Low Voices    Stanza 4: All

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us, redeems us,
and calls us by name. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and
of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your
glory when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.

Accept our repentance for the things we have
done and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.

Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.

*Prayer of the Day
May God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Blessed God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that
we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may
embrace and forever hold fast to the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hearing & Responding to Scripture
A Reading from Hebrew Scriptures —  Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

1All the people [of Israel] gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe
Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the Lord had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest



Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with
understanding. This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before
the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those
who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra
opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he
opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people
answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord
with their faces to the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation.
They gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.
  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the
people said to all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the
people wept when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and
drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to
our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 19:7-14 — spoken responsively by verse

7The law of the LORD is perfect,
reviving the soul;
the decrees of the LORD are sure,
making wise the simple;

8the precepts of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;
the commandment of the LORD is clear,
enlightening the eyes;
9the fear of the LORD is pure,
enduring forever;
the ordinances of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether.
10More to be desired are they than gold,
even much fine gold;

sweeter also than honey,
and drippings of the honeycomb.
11Moreover by them is your servant warned;
in keeping them there is great reward.
12But who can detect their errors?
Clear me from hidden faults.
13Keep back your servant also from the insolent;
do not let them have dominion over me.
Then I shall be blameless,
and innocent of great transgression.
14Let the words of my mouth and the

meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you,
O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.

A Reading from the Epistles —  1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are
one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
  14Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, “Because I am
not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the
ear would say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a
part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were
hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each
one of them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are
many members, yet one body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be
weaker are indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with
greater honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more
respectable members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the
inferior member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same
care for one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all
rejoice together with it.



  27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has appointed in the
church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of healing, forms of
assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all
teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all
interpret? 31aBut strive for the greater gifts.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation — from Setting Twelve, All Creation Sings “Alleluia”

*Gospel — Luke 4:14-21

The Gospel of Luke, the 4rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by
everyone.
  16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the
sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to
him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
  because he has anointed me
   to bring good news to the poor.
 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
  and recovery of sight to the blind,
   to let the oppressed go free,
 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the
synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in
your hearing.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “Mission Statement” Pastor Stephen Cook, SWMN Synod

*Hymn —  no. 710 “Let Streams of Living Justice”
Stanzas 1: Low Voices   Stanza 2:  High Voices   Stanza 3: Organ Only, Setting by David Cherwien

Installation of a Pastor
*Presentation

Presiding Minister: Having been authorized by the church to install Chris Culuris, our co-worker in the
gospel, as Lead Pastor of First Lutheran Church, I now ask for certification of this call.

Call Committee Member: After prayerful deliberation, we, of  First Lutheran Church in Saint Peter, MN,
have called Chris Culuris as Lead Pastor. I present him this letter certifying the call.

The congregation may be seated.



Address and Questions
Presiding Minister: A reading from John: Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I
send you. Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23)

A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I
am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

A reading from First Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in
purity. Attend to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. Do not neglect the gift that is
in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of hands by the council of elders. Put
these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that all may see your progress. Pay close attention
to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and
your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:12-16)

Pastor Chris, in the presence of this assembly
will you commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility,
in the confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures
and with the confessions of the Lutheran church?
Will you carry out this ministry in harmony with the constitutions
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures
and in your use of the means of grace?
Will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people,
nourish them with the word and sacraments,
and lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you give faithful witness in the world,
that God’s love may be known in all that you do?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things,
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them.
All: Amen. The congregation may staind in body or in spirit.

People of God,
will you receive  Pastor Chris as a messenger of Jesus Christ
sent to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation?
Will you regard him as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God?
We will, and we ask God to help us.

Will you pray for him, help and honor him for his work’s sake,
and in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?
We will, and we ask God to help us.



Pastor Chris, the office of  position  is now committed to you
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Blessing — the congregation is invited to turn to hymn no. 579, “Lord, You Give the Great Commission”

“Lord, You Give the Great Commission” — Stanza 1, High Voices, all sing refrain
Presiding Minister: The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you complete in everything good so that you may do God’s will,
working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight;
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The presiding minister escorts the pastor to the place of baptism.

“Lord, You Give the Great Commission” — Stanza 2, Low Voices, all sing refrain
A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins.

“Lord, You Give the Great Commission” — Stanza 3, High Voices, all sing refrain
They proceed to the place of the meal. A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to preside at the Lord’s supper.

“Lord, You Give the Great Commission” — Stanza 4, Low Voices, all sing refrain
They proceed to the place of the word. A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news.

Presiding Minister: People of God, I present to you Chris Culuris, your Lead Pastor.
Let us welcome him in the name of Christ.

“Lord, You Give the Great Commission” — Stanza 5, Organ Only, all sing refrain

*Prayers of Intercession
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the
world, and all that God has made.

Holy God, we praise you for calling diverse people into the church’s ministry of word and sacrament.
Uphold all pastors with your strong and loving arms. We give thanks today for Pastor Chris in his call to
First Lutheran Church. Empower him to serve your people with the word of scripture, the water of life,
and the meal of grace. Equip him with both beloved traditions and fresh ideas; grant him joy in his tasks;
and renew him daily by the Spirit of Jesus Christ. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You desire that there be no dissension among us. Where we are divided in our society, nation, or world,
come quickly to reunite us into one body. Ease conflict, dispel violence, and bring an end to war. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Anoint with your Spirit all who wholeness. Grant provision and justice for people living in poverty, people
living with disability or with pain, or those living under oppression. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Build up the body of Christ in this place. Bless the variety of ministries in this congregation. Empower us
to freely welcome and deeply value each person who enters into worship and ministry among us. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.



Offering
Music at the Offering

“This Little Light of Mine” by John Helgen
Bonse Aba Singers

Sharing the Meal
*The Great Thanksgiving

*Sanctus —  from Setting Twelve, All Creation Sings “Holy, Holy, Holy”

*Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

As we prepare to eat together as your disciples did,
We pray together the prayer that Christ taught us:



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Distribution of Communion & Blessing

Commissioning of Lay Members for Communion Distribution

Departing to Serve God’s World
Announcements

*Sending Hymn  —  no. 576 “We All Are One in Mission”
Stanzas 1 & 3: All Sing   Stanza 2: Organ Only, arrangement by Mark Sedio

*Blessing

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.
Amen.

*Dismissal
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. Thanks be to God!

*Postlude —  “Fugue in C, BWV 545” Johann Sebastian Bach
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Announcements
● An update to our masking policy: due to the highly contagious nature of the Omicron variant, cloth

masks are no longer sufficient. Please wear an N-95, KN-95, or surgical mask in the building at all times,
covering your mouth and nose! Surgical masks are available in the Gathering Space.

● Notice: FLC’s Annual Meeting will be held on January 30 at 11 a.m. following worship. Copies of the report
are available today in the Gathering Space and have been emailed electronically.

● Give to Lutheran Disaster Response for Wildfire Relief: Donate to “US Wildfires” here:
https://tinyurl.com/2p8peucr or give a check to the office.

● The altar plants have been donated by the Altar Guild to celebrate the installation of Pastor Chris Culuris.
After the service, they will be moved to the Gathering Space to replace the plants lost during the
pandemic and to continue to celebrate a new era in the life of First Lutheran Church.

Prayers
● We lift up prayers for those on our long-term list: Tom and Deb Johnson, Tom Michels, Abigail

Christenson, Betty Gustafson, Elgene Lund, Chuck Petry, Bob Cady, Joan Williams, Myrene Bunge, Glen
Stryker, Erika Schuldt, Tim Sebring, Mary Pieklo, Gloria Kane, Gwen Powell, Nancy Maag, and Urusla
McRostie.

● We pray for all those families continuing to adjust to the loss of loved ones, including the families of
Pastor Heidi Hagstrom, Trip Killander, and Bev Gustafson.

https://tinyurl.com/2p8peucr

