January 9, 2022
Baptism of Our Lord
An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit,
and you are invited to read responses found in bold.
You are welcome to sing during worship if you are vaccinated!

Welcome to First Lutheran Church!

Gathering in God’s Presence
Prelude — “I’m Going on a Journey”

Text by Kenneth D. Larkin, Music by Edward V. Bonnemére

Welcome
*Gathering Hymn — no. 445

“Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters”

*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us, redeems us,
and calls us by name. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and
of one another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your
glory when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.

Accept our repentance for the things we have
done and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.

*Kyrie — from Setting Twelve, All Creation Sings

*Canticle of Praise — hymn no. 456

“Baptized in Water”

*Prayer of the Day
May God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved
Son. Keep all who are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called
children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Hearing & Responding to Scripture
A Reading from Hebrew Scriptures — Isaiah 43:1-7
1But now thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.
2When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you;
and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be
burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.

4Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,
I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
5Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;
6I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
7everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.”

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 29 — sung responsively by verse

1Ascribe to the | Lord, you gods,
ascribe to the Lord glo- | ry and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory | due God’s name;
worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness.
3The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of |
glory thunders;
the Lord is upon the | mighty waters.
4The voice of the Lord is a pow- | erful voice;
the voice of the Lord is a | voice of splendor.
5The voice of the Lord breaks the | cedar trees;
the Lord breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;

7The voice | of the Lord
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
8The voice of the Lord| shakes the wilderness;
the Lord shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.
9The voice of the Lord makes the oak trees writhe
and strips the | forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lord all are | crying,
“Glory!”
10The Lord sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
the Lord sits enthroned as king for- |
evermore.
11O Lord, give strength | to your people;
give them, O Lord, the bless- | ings of peace.

6the Lord makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles — Acts 8:14-17
14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter
and John to them. 15The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit

16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation — from Setting Twelve, All Creation Sings

“Alleluia”

*Gospel — Luke 3:15-17, 21-22
The Gospel of Luke, the 3rd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John,
whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heaven was opened, 22and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “God’s Beloved”
*Hymn — no. 916, from All Creation Sings

Pastor Chris Culuris
“Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways”

*Affirmation of Faith — Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*Prayers of Intercession
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the
world, and all that God has made.
By the Holy Spirit, you gather your church and send it out in mission to share the good news of Jesus.
Inspire your faithful people to be fervent in prayer and service to others. God of grace, hear our prayer.
You reveal your love and power through water and the Spirit. Guard rivers, seas, and all bodies of water
from destruction and pollution. Guide us to secure access to clean water for all, and protect the land from
drought and flood. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Establish among the nations the blessings of peace. Raise up leaders who will protect vulnerable people in
their care. Strengthen advocates who risk reputation or retaliation for the sake of mercy and justice. God
of grace, hear our prayer.
You protect us through the fires and troubled waters of this life. Assure us that we will not be cut off from
you by illness or despair, anxiety or pain, confusion or weakness. Comfort all who are in need. God of
grace, hear our prayer.
We are joined in baptism to Christ and to one another. Bless those who are newly baptized and those who
are preparing for baptism. Help us to be faithful in fellowship, worship, evangelism, service, and
justice-seeking. God of grace, hear our prayer.
You created each of your saints for your glory. We give thanks for those you have called by name into your
eternal embrace. Comfort us in grief and release us from fear. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who taught us to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Departing to Serve God’s World
Announcements
*Sending Hymn — no. 575

“In Christ Called to Baptize”

*Blessing
May your life be a river.
May you flow with the purpose
of the One who created
and called you,
who directs your course
and turns you ever
toward home.

May your way shimmer
with the light of Christ
who goes with you
who bears you up
who calls you by name.

May you move
with the grace of the Spirit
who brooded over
the face of the waters
at the beginning
and who will gather you in
at the end.

*Dismissal
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude — “O Blessed Spring”

Setting by Robert Buckley Farlee
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From the Altar Guild: Light, representing the power of God, is the theme throughout the time after Epiphany. We praise Christ
as the light. The star of the front hanging and stars of the west winter wall hanging remind us of the importance of light in this
season.

Announcements
●
●

We welcome Pastor Chris to First Lutheran Church! Pastor Chris will be installed by Pastor Stephen Cook
from the SWMN Synod during worship on January 23, 2022.
Next Sunday, we invite you to a special Martin Luther King, Jr. commemorative service. Like last year, we
have set aside this time near MLK Day to examine our own biases and reaffirm our commitment to racial
equity.

●
●
●

Lay persons will be recommissioned on January 23 to serve communion in the community. If you have not
been trained in this and would like to be, please contact Shirb Sylvester.
Flowers for the Altar are given today by Kay & Bob Moline in honor of Pastor Chris Culuris and family.
If you purchased a poinsettia for our Christmas display, thank you! Please bring it home this week.

Prayers
●

We lift up prayers for those on our long-term list: Tom and Deb Johnson, Tom Michels, Abigail
Christenson, Betty Gustafson, Elgene Lund, Chuck Petry, Bob Cady, Joan Williams, Myrene Bunge, Glen
Stryker, Erika Schuldt, Tim Sebring, Mary Pieklo, Gloria Kane, Gwen Powell, Nancy Maag, and Urusla
McRostie.

●

We pray for all those families continuing to adjust to the loss of loved ones, including the family of Pastor
Heidi Hagstrom.

