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                   Pastor Alan Bray  

January 2017 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

 

I am very pleased that New Year’s Day falls on a Sunday this year.  In the midst 

of an uncertain future, the act of gathering together in worship as the New Year 

begins reminds us very dramatically of what’s important.  In the center of all of 

the world’s alarming news and unsettling predictions, we who follow Jesus gather 

in worship to acknowledge that our hopes and dreams are focused in the living 

Christ. 

I am reminded that one of the names given to the Christ child born in Bethlehem 

was Emmanuel…which means God with us.  As 2017 begins to unfold, we cele-

brate the truth that God is indeed “with us.”   We are not left alone in the midst 

of political uncertainty, the ravages or war, racial tension, international mistrust 

and threats of terrorist activity.  God – Father, Son and Holy Spirit - is present in 

this world…with us…moving mysteriously among us to work for peace, mercy, 

justice and joy. 

As 2017 begins, I pray that you and I will have the presence of mind and the cour-

age of our convictions to turn to God when we’re scared, confused or disheart-

ened.  We are promised that God will give us the strength, the wisdom, the pa-

tience and the compassion we need to live as active, joyful and committed disci-

ples of Jesus Christ in a world that needs every bit of love we can muster. 

Blessings throughout this New Year!    

 

In Christ,     Pastor Alan 

 

P.S.  Thanks for your many kindnesses throughout the Advent Season and Christ-

mastide!   Gretchen, Julia and I appreciate so very much the love and friendship 

that we share with you all!   



                                                                                                                   

Worship & Arts 

 

 From the Cantor 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EPIPHANY SONG                                                                                                                                            
During the musical, the adults and youth learned the song "Many Are the Lightbeams." Beginning 
on January 15th and throughout the season of Epiphany, we will sing two verses of this song dur-
ing our worship. Epiphany brings us many themes of light, and the song fittingly reminds us that 
"our one light is Jesus." 

SAVE THE DATE                                                                                                                                       
On Sunday, February 19th, the GAC and FLC worshiping communities will join together at First Lu-
theran for our 10:30 a.m. service. This will be the first of many commemorative opportunities in 
2017 as we celebrate and reflect on the reformation and its past, present, and future impact on the 
church. More details will follow regarding music and leadership opportunities. We look forward to 
welcoming and working with the GAC community! 

FESTIVAL CHOIR                                                                                                                                     
Coming this Lent, there will be another choir opportunity. Please contact Emily 
(musicflcstp@gmail.com) if you have interest in participating. It would make a great activity for con-
firmation mentors and mentees. An official schedule is coming soon - stay tuned! 

 

GAC MUSIC SCHOLAR                                                                                                                                                                                   
For the past three semesters, we have had a college student from GAC in our midst. Emma John-
son has participated in the FLC choir and has also sung vocal solos. She occasionally plays the 
prelude or postlude and one of the hymns during worship to gain experience at the organ. Over the 
summer, she was an immense help in organizing the music library. She will continue to offer her 
musical and organizational talents during the spring and fall semesters of 2017. 

TAIZÉ                                                                                                                                                              
Starting on January 4, the Wednesday services will follow the contemplative and meditative Taizé 
format. Join us for song, prayer, and scripture as we worship in candlelight at 7:15 p.m. 

mailto:musicflcstp@gmail.com


Stewardship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the stewardship challenge Paul Aasen laid before us at our December Annual Meeting, my head is rac-

ing with simple acts of stewardship. For Paul, this simple act was for us, as disciples, to set aside an addi-

tional dollar a week to give to the church at the end of the year. For myself, I think of my friend, James’ 

simple act of stewardship. 

 

 A little back story before continuing on: Giving has always been an important part of my faith. 

Whether it is giving my talents with teaching and music or giving a percentage of the money I make, it is 

important to give back to the church what God has generously given to me. 

 

 Three years ago, when I had just moved to the Twin Cities and started going to a new church, I con-

tinued to be intentional about giving each week. Well, one Sunday, I realized as I pulled into the parking lot 

that I had forgotten my checkbook. Shoot! I was so bummed that I forgot it that I prayed really quickly be-

fore I got out of my car, “God, you know my heart and you know that I want to give.” 

 

 Well, I came into church and sat in the back (like a good Lutheran) and was greeted by my friend, 

James. He was new to the church, like me. He came from a non-denominational background, but was look-

ing for a new church home – which happened to be the church I was at. 

 

 We say our usual “Hello’s” and “How are you’s” and wait for worship to start. We move through 

the gathering, Word, and are about to have the offering when James turns to me. He says, 

 

“I was praying earlier this morning, and in my prayers God told me to share  

my offering with you.” 

 

He hands me $5 of his $10, and turns to face forward. I was absolutely stunned. This man that I 

barely knew at the time, shared his offering with me so that I, too, had something to give. God heard my 

prayer, and answered it through the generosity of my friend, James. 

 

Regardless of where we are in our lives, the thing my friend, James, taught me on that Sunday morn-

ing was that God always provides. God calls us to give our lives in many different ways. Sometimes the 

calling may be small, other times, it may even be scary. But no matter where God calls us – whether it is to 

be a part of that church committee, or to volunteer to help our local refugees, or to increase our offering by 

$1 a week – God will always provide a way for us to do so. It may be through giving us courage, grace, and 

strength, or it may be through a neighbor handing you $5 to make sure you have something to give for that 

day. 

 

Intern Caitlin Jensen 



Building Fund 



Green Committee 

Written by Jim Dontje 

When we speak of God renewing the world, we often think like the writer of Revelation, seeing a pro-
phetic vision of the future that has not yet happened: 

"Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth.  The first heaven and the first earth disappeared...."  
Revelation 21:1 

At other times, we are more in tune with what Isaiah wrote about, a re-creation of the world that is 
ongoing right now: 

"The Lord says, "I am making a new earth and new heavens."  Isaiah 65:17 

I had an epiphany about the latter case in the following poem describing the miracle of God's ongo-
ing restoration of the world, a realization that the ordinary, mundane processes taking place literally 
under our feet are a reflection of, even a reality of, God's ongoing creative work in the world: 

The Evangelist of Compost 
"What we need now," he said, "is a theology of decay." 
Accusing us of avoiding the subject regularly  
For a millennium or two now, without speaking its name. 
"You see, once in a while, it flares up like a slow spark," 
he growls, "in the dry duff of the forest floor, 
But we mourn the rot and if we can, 
We stamp it out, trying to keep it from spreading," 
"All this," he goes on, "just to preserve  
The detritus of a thousand years  
Spent avoiding the dissonance of death, 
Seeking to reconcile the ways of this world 
With the rhetoric of everlasting life." 
Then he lowered his voice, looked down at his feet,  
And whispered reverently to all who would listen, 
"And all this while the microbial saints 
Attended by holy yeasts and fervent fungi 
Gathered into one resplendent host of decay 
Work a miracle of resurrection at our feet 
Igniting a blaze of regenerating glory 
Turning all that is into all that will be, 
Forever and ever, amen." 

All the stuff of this earth goes through processes of decay and regrowth that are testimony to God's 
ongoing work of regeneration in our lives. 

Inspired by thoughts like these, the Green Committee met in December to think about how we can 
do a work of "regeneration" by improving waste management and recycling at First Lutheran.  Over 
the next few months we will be working with the Church Council and the Building and Grounds Com-
mittee to develop ways to create less waste by more careful and intentional purchasing, and setting 
up systems to recycle more of what we do throw away, including getting our organic waste compost-
ed and reused as fertilizer.  This is a work in process, just like God's creation, so we aren't yet sure 
about how everything will work.   The first things you will notice are some changes in containers and 
new explanatory signs on those containers.  Stay tuned for more news as the plan develops. 



January 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

     

 1  

1st Sunday of Christmas                                            

New Year’s Day 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 

 2 

Office Closed 

No Activities 

3 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Intern Caitlin’s Office 

Hours (Co-op) 

4 

7:00 a.m. Men’s Conversation (GAC)                

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

11:30 a.m. SPAM (River of Life)                            

3:00 p.m. WOW                                                     

5:30 p.m. Supper                                                 

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                             

7:15 p.m.  Worship                                                       

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                            

8 

Baptism of Our Lord                                 

Installation of Council Members                  

8:15 a.m. Worship                                                                                        

9:15 a.m. Fellowship                                                     

9:30 a.m. Education                                           

10:30 a.m. Worship                                        

11:45 a.m. YLT Meeting                                           

9 

7:00 a.m. Executive Committee 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

9:30 a.m. Adult Study 

11:30 p.m. Christian Education 

1:30 p.m. Pastors’ Support Group 

6:30 p.m. Welcoming Committee 

7:00 p.m. Internship Committee 

10     ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 

8:30-10:00 A.M. Pastor Alan’s Office 

Hours (Co-op) 

11:00 a.m. Staff Support 

6:00 p.m. Building & Grounds 

6:30 p.m. Social Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Altar Guild 

7:30 p.m. Green Committee 

11 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                                     

5:30-6:10 p.m. Supper                                                 

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                             

7:15 p.m.  Worship                                                       

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                            

15 

Second Sunday after Epiphany/RIC Sunday               

8:15 a.m. Worship                                                          

9:15 a.m. Fellowship                                                     

9:30 a.m. Education                                                  

10:30 a.m. Worship                                                     

 

16 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

9:30 a.m. Adult Study 

 

 

17 

9:00 a.m. MN Valley Conference of Pas-

tors (Grace in Brownton) 

1:00 p.m. Resurrection Cemetery 

 

18 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                       

5:30 p.m. Supper                                     

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                                     

7:15 p.m. Worship                                     

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                                                 

22 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

8:15 a.m. Worship                                                             

9:15 a.m. Fellowship                                                            

9:30 a.m. Education                                                         

10:30 a.m. Worship 

23 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

9:30 a.m. Adult Study                                          

 

 

 

 

24 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Pastor Alan’s Office 

Hours (River Rock) 

25 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                       

5:30 p.m. Supper                                            

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                                     

7:15 p.m. Worship                                  

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                                                 

29 

Fourth Sunday after Ephiphany                      

Annual Meeting/First Communion 

8:15 a.m. Worship                                                          

9:15 a.m. Fellowship                                                     

9:30 a.m. Sunday School                                 

9:30 a.m. Annual Congregational Meeting                                                  

10:30 a.m. Worship                                                     

30 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

9:30 a.m. Adult Study                                          

31 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Intern Caitlin’s Office 

Hours (Co-op) 

                                           



January 2017 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

7:00 a.m. Men’s Conversation (GAC)                

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

11:30 a.m. SPAM (River of Life)                            

3:00 p.m. WOW                                                     

5:30 p.m. Supper                                                 

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                             

7:15 p.m.  Worship                                                       

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                             

5 

11:00 a.m. MIA Lunch 

12:00 p.m. Bus Departs for MIA 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

6:00 p.m. Bus Returns from MIA 

 

6 

 

 

7 

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                                     

6:10 p.m. Supper                                                 

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                             

7:15 p.m.  Worship                                                       

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                             

 12 

8:00 a.m. Finance Committee 

9:00 a.m. Stewardship Committee 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

 

 

 

13 

9:30 a.m-4:00 p.m. Sky Zone Trip 

 

  14 

9:00 a.m. Kitchen Cleaning   

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Council 

Retreat 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                       

5:30 p.m. Supper                                     

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                                     

7:15 p.m. Worship                                     

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                                                  

19 

8:30-10:00 a.m. Intern Caitlin’s Office 

Hours (River Rock) 

10:00 a.m. Funds Management 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

 

 

20 

 

21 

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                       

5:30 p.m. Supper                                            

6:00 p.m. Handbell Choir                               

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                                     

7:15 p.m. Worship                                  

7:45 p.m. Youth Group                                                  

26 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

27                                                                  28 

 

                                               



 
FLC Youth 

Congregational Council Updates 

Thanks to those Council members whose terms have expired:  Josie Carlson, David Fienen, Josiah 

Johnson, Tim Regner, Betty Thompson, and Kristi Westphal.  Your service has been greatly appre-

ciated! 

Welcome to those newly elected: Chelsea Alger, Bill Bensen, Anja Dulin Bunge, Mary Gaebler, 

Paul Haukoos, Allison Krehbiel, Brian Nelson, and Jacob Pehrson.  We will install these new mem-

bers along with those currently serving on Sunday, January 8, 2017.  Thanks for your willingness to 

serve! 

Newly (re-)elected officers are: President Barbara Larson Taylor, Vice-President Bob (Shoe) Shoe-

maker, Secretary Dawn Kienlen, and Treasurer Shawn Hoenke.  Your leadership will be greatly ap-

preciated! 



FLC Christian Education Happenings 

First Communion Instruction and Cup Making 

All 2nd Graders and their parents (along with older children that have not received First Communion) are invit-
ed to participate in special educational sessions with Pastor Alan, Intern Caitlin and Communion Cup making 
sessions with Joel Moline. These sessions will be held in the Youth Room during the education time January 

8th, 15th, 22nd; First Communion will be at service of your choice on January 29th. 
 

Children & Youth Programming Resumes: 

WOW January 4th 3:00 p.m 
Confirmation 4th 6:15 p.m. 

Sunday School January 8th 9:30 a.m. 
 

First Forum Schedule 

9:30 a.m. Sundays 

January 8 - Ed Lee St. Peter Chamber 
January 15 - RIC Sunday - Barbara Satin 

January 22 - LSS Sunday 
January 29 - Congregational Meeting 

 

2016 Children’s Christmas Program 

Thank you to all that participated in the 2016 Children’s Christmas Program  
“New Star” on December 18th.   

 
 
 
 
 

Adult Study of Luther’s Small Catechism 
“The 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 is an opportunity to join your sisters and brothers in the 
ELCA in a year long emphasis on reading and studying the Small Catechism together.  I invite you to open, 

rediscover, and be renewed by this treasure again.”  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

WHEN: Sundays 9:30-10:20 a.m. Beginning January 8, 2017 

WHERE: Pioneer Parlor 

WHY: To help celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation and grow in faith. 
HOW: Retired pastors and Gustavus profs who are members of the FLC will lead the class  
with a healthy mix of teaching and discussion. 
WHO: For all member and others who are interested in learning the catechism for the first  
time or for review.  What do you remember about your confirmation class?  Let’s share 
our experiences and insights. 
NOTE: Free copies of the small catechism will be available. A larger edition will be on sale for  
a nominal fee.  This class will be offered a number of times during 2017.  Feel free to 
pop in anytime.  See you in class. 
 



FLC Christian Education Happenings/News Continued 

 

TELL US ABOUT INTERN CAITLIN 

First Lutheran’s Intern Committee, as part of our assignment to support Intern Caitlin Jensen in her 

ministry, has the responsibility of sending a formal evaluation to her Seminary, twice during her year 

here.  

We need your help answering questions in several areas in which our experience is limited. Please 

tell us what you think about Caitlin’s fulfilling any of the following: 

Pastoral Care                                                                                                                                                                   

Developing trusting relationships, listening empathetically, responding to crisis and grief situations, 

discerning people’s needs and respecting confidential information. 

Administration                                                                                                                                                                         

Ability to work with committees, deal with change and conflict, respond constructively to criticism and 

accomplish tasks in a timely manner. 

Social Ministry                                                                                                                                                                  

Sensitivity to issues of need and justice in the community, ability to empower others in their social 

ministry. 

Congregation’s Experience                                                                                                                                

Intern’s general temperament and disposition as experienced by the congregation. Confident, casu-

al, serious, joyful, flexible, controlling, or other. 

Please contact any one or more of us to share your views, and be prepared to have us speak with 

you.  We solicit your input by Sunday, January 8. Thank you very much.  

 

2016-17 Intern Committee: Josie Carlson, Laura Carpenter, Kathryn Christenson, David Kennedy, 

Arnold Krueger, Laura Lindell, Alyssa Nelson, Dave Ribar  

Monday Morning Adult Classes in January and February, 2017 

As part of our congregation’s celebration of the 500
th
 anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, the 

Monday Morning Adult Class will turn to an overview of the some of the key aspects of the Reformation.   

Beginning on Monday, January 9
th
, Pastor Alan Bray will facilitate a study of the Reformation by turning 

our attention to a series of DVD conversations with noted theologians and historians from such far away 

institutes of higher learning as Augsburg College, St. Olaf College, St. John’s University and Gustavus 

Adolphus College.  This study will utilize a multi-session presentation called “Reformation Roots” pro-

duced by Select Learning.  

Each Monday morning in January, the class will begin with a 20-minute DVD presentation and conclude 

with a guided discussion.  Here are the first four sessions: 

From Night to Dawn: The Stage is Set 

From Bondage to Freedom: Luther Rediscovers Grace 

From Scholar to Provocateur: Luther Takes on the Church 

From Priest to Outlaw 

Then in February, Intern Caitlin Jensen will lead a four session-investigation of “Women of the Refor-

mation.”  She’s keeping the list secret for the time being, but all will be revealed soon!! 

Please plan on attending!  The class meets from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m….right after Morning Prayer!  



JANUARY SERVICE LIST  

 

David & Sheila Anderson 

Linda Anderson 

Mark & Frani Anderson 

Sheldon Anderson 

Elaine Aune 

Rich & Tami Aune 

Michael & Elizabeth Bakaylar 

Windy & Diane Block 

Bryan & Angela Buffington 

Jeff & Genevieve Brand 

Duane & Sandy Clementson 

Neil & Michelle Doose 

Greg & Denise Engels 

Bruce & Liz Hawkinson 

Robert & Onie Isenberg 

Neal Johnson 

Erick & Gretchen Lind 

Harriet Mason 

Stephan & Stefanie Menning 

Tom Nelsen 

Carol Noren 

Bob & Diane Samuelson 

Dan Schlenker 

Keith & Carrie Stelter                  

Bob & Rhoda Stenson                                           

JoNes VanHecke 

       Thank You for sharing your time and talent! 

 Prayer Ventures 

Prayer Ventures are available in 

the FLC website at www.flcstp.org.    

Paper copies are also available on 

the table in the narthex near the      

Gathering Space. 

 

 

 

 

Financial Notes:                        

Through November 30, 2016 

 

Income         $ 419,221 

Expenses      $ 457,038 

Balance         $ -37,817 

 

 

 

Red Cross Blood Drives at FLC 

 

 

February 7  Noon-6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Sign up to donate:  

http://www.redcrossblood.org/rcbmobile/drive 

/chooseDonationTime.jsp  
 

April 20th - Times TBD 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/rcbmobile/drive/chooseDonationTime.jsp
http://www.redcrossblood.org/rcbmobile/drive/chooseDonationTime.jsp


 

Renewed by Christ in Word, water, bread and wine, we serve the community and the world 

1114  Traverse Road 

St. Peter MN 56082 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church 

Phone: 507-934-3060 

Fax: 507-934-3847 

E-mail: mlemyre@flcstp.org 

Address Service 

Requested 

We’re on the 

Web!  

www.flcstp.org 

Worship Schedule  
 

Public Access Channel 7  

TV broadcast 

3:00 p.m.  Sunday 

6:00 p.m. Monday 

8:00 a.m. Tuesday 

11:30 a.m. Sunday 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule  

8:15 a.m.  Worship                                                                                         

9:15 a.m.  Fellowship                                                                                 

9:30 a.m.  Education                                                                                                         

10:30 a.m.  Worship 
 

Weekday Worship 

Monday 9:15 a.m. Prayer 

Wednesday 7:15 p.m. Worship  
 

On January 1, there will be  one worship service at 10:00 a.m. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Lutheran-Church-of-St-Peter/118370501506575

