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                                  Pastor Alan Bray  

June-July 2017 

 

Dear people of First Lutheran Church, 

It was with mixed emotions that our Congregational Council received Nancy Altmann’s letter of resigna-

tion (see below) at its May 16th meeting.  We were all surprised and saddened by the news.  After all, Nan-

cy has been our Youth Ministry Director for almost seven years…and she’s done such wonderful work 

with our kids…always with enthusiasm, intention, graciousness and love.   

I know that I speak for all of you in saying that we will miss Nancy very much.  However, I also know 

that you join me in applauding her decision to devote more time and energy to helping immigrant and 

refugee populations in the Mankato area.  Her work through the Minnesota Council of Churches is im-

portant work…and it’s become an area of real passion for Nancy.  Anyone who heard her preach here  

on Refugee Sunday (March 26) became abundantly aware of her gifts, talents and excitement for this min-

istry.  And so, our sadness at Nancy’s departure is more than balanced by our joy for her new vocational 

direction. 

On behalf of the entire FLC community, may I address these words directly to Nancy: 

“We shall miss you, Nancy, Ike and Evalyn, too!  We wish you well in your new endeavors, and we hope 

you find a new church home that loves you as much as we do.  Thanks, Nancy, for what you’ve given to 

our young people, for your love and energy, for the stability you’ve brought to our youth program, and 

for your passionate expression of the Gospel.  To use one of your favorite words, ‘You are AWE-

SOME!’” 

Although Nancy will work here through July, we’re planning to wish her “Farewell and Godspeed!” on 

Sunday, July 16, during worship.  I hope that all of the FLC family will come to worship and to the subse-

quent Fellowship Hour to express our gratitude and love for Nancy, Ike and Evalyn. 

One final note.  As you might suspect, our Congregational Council is now in the early stages of consider-

ing various options for the future of youth ministry at First Lutheran Church…both short and long term.  

Your ideas and suggestions would be very welcome.  Please contact President Barbara Larson Taylor or 

any of our Council members.  In the meantime, let us confidently pray that God will continue to lead us 

into God’s preferred future. 

In Jesus’ name,   Pastor Alan 

Nancy Altmann’s Letter of Resignation as Youth Ministry Director 

Dear First Lutheran Church members, 

It is with great sadness that I announce my resignation as Youth Ministry Director of First Lutheran 

Church, effective July 31, 2017.  The past seven years of serving kids, youth and families have been filled 

with growth, love and joy, and will never be forgotten.  However, I have felt God’s pull on me to work 

with and advocate for our immigrant and refugee families arriving to the area, so I am furthering my 

work at Minnesota Council of Churches. 

Thank you so much for sharing your children with me.  They have enriched my life more that I could 

have imagined.  They have mentored me in what it means to serve and love God with open arms.  My 

faith has been strengthened by the many adventures and journeys we have traveled together, and I am 

forever grateful for that. 

As we leave, my family and I will be searching for another congregation to call home.  We love First Lu-

theran, but understand that in order for it to continue growing, we will need to move on.  WE are very 

grateful for all the ways you have loved us and called us family. 

God’s Peace to you,    Nancy Altmann                                                                                    

 



Internship                                                                                                                 

 

 PLEASE HELP EVALUATE INTERN CAITLIN’S MINISTRY 

 

Intern Caitlin Jensen’s year at First Lutheran is drawing towards a close, as July will be her final month here. We, her 

support committee, are responsible for submitting a detailed evaluation of her ministry. It is due in July and we will be 

formulating it in June. 

 

We need your help! 

 

If you are reading this before the first weekend of June, we encourage you to attend “Returning to Sabbath,” Saturday 

June 3, 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at our church. This is Intern Caitlin’s special project. It will add a dimension to your 

future worship experience and will also provide added material for your evaluation. 

 

In any case, we invite and encourage you to contact us with your evaluation of Intern Caitlin’s ministry, including any of 

the following items, or other points that you feel are pertinent. 

 

Leading Worship - Poise, presence, voice and language 

Preaching - Delivery, biblical interpretation, connection with audience 

Teaching Adults - Methods, depth, presentation, discussion 

Teaching Youth and Children - Material and presentation 

Evangelism - Witnessing to Jesus Christ, welcoming and interacting with strangers 

Pastoral Care - Listening, developing trusting relationships, discerning needs of people, responding to crisis and 

grief 

Visionary Leadership -  Attention to the ELCA, missions, and ecumenism 

Theological Understanding - Speaking clearly about faith from a Lutheran perspective 

Stewardship Leader - Articulating and modeling giving of life, talents and money 

Leadership of Social Ministry - Sensitivity to issues of need and justice and empowering others to respond with acts 

of faith 

 

Personal characteristics: 

Call, Goals, Preparedness, Relationships (with pastor, staff, members), 

Temperament, Self-awareness, Work Habits, Strengths 

 

We look forward to hearing from you soon. Thank you very much. 

 

Josie Carlson, Laura Carpenter, Kathryn Christenson, David Kennedy, Arnold Krueger, Laura Lindell, Alyssa Nelson, 

David Ribar 

 

Celebrating Adoption: A Saturday Retreat and Sunday Worship 

 

Hello members of First Lutheran! There is a lot that I’ve gotten to share with you over the last year (bad puns, good 

tea, etc.), but one of the things you may not know about me is that I am adopted. I have been adopted from birth, and 

have known about it all my life. It is through my adoption that I’ve learned most about God’s grace, compassion, and 

love. 
 

Something that I appreciate about being here at First are all the beautiful families that have been created through adop-

tion. Yet often it is our stories (as adoptees or adopted families) that go unheard. Because so many of us share this 

common bound of adoption, I am hosting a Saturday morning retreat at First Lutheran where we, as adoptees and 

adopted families, can come together and share our stories. This time of sharing will be on July 22 from 9:00 AM – 

12:00 PM. Adoptees of all ages are welcome, as well as their families, and birth families. There will be intergenera-

tional activities, as well as age appropriate breakout groups. 
 

The next day, Sunday, July 23, we will have an Adoption Celebration Sunday – where we will celebrate our lives as 

adopted families, and rejoice in how we all have been adopted into the family of God! 
 

If you have any questions, please contact me at: internflcstp@gmail.com. 

mailto:internflcstp@gmail.com


From the Cantor— 

Annual Summer Noontime Organ Recitals 
Tuesdays, June 13 – August 15, 2017           12:10 pm in Mankato  

 
Local organists will present half-hour pipe organ recitals on Tuesdays this summer, 12:10 pm, at two Mankato churches. 

  

The first half of the series (June 13 – July 18) will be at Christ the King Lutheran Church, 222 Pfau St., Mankato; the 

second half (July 25 - August 15) at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 720 S. 2nd St., Mankato.                                                        

For more information,    contact Chad Winterfeldt, cwinterf@gustavus.edu or  507-933-7447.  

 

At Christ the King Lutheran, Mankato: June 13 -- Chad Winterfeldt  June 20 -- Garrett Steinberg  June 27 -- Grace 

Erie  July 4 -- NO RECITAL (holiday)  July 11 --  David Mertesdorf  July 18 -- Craig Hirschmann  

 

At Bethlehem Lutheran, Mankato: July 25 -- Emily Bruflat  August 1 -- Nathan Knutson  August 8 -- Kraig Windschitl 

 August 15 -- Christine Schulz  

 

 

REFORMATION 500 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

JUNE 4 - Luther Hymn Sing 

“With United Heart and Voice: Hymn of Martin Luther" is a Luther hymn sing featuring the Brass Art Quartet and 

three FLC organists: Emily Bruflat, David Fienen, and Chad Winterfeldt. This event is coming up soon on Sunday 

June 4th at 4:00 p.m.  Please invite family and friends to join in our festival  occasion during our Reformation 500 cel-

ebration year! There will be a small reception to follow.  

SEPTEMBER 17 - Lutheran-Catholic Common Prayer Service 

OCTOBER 14 - Reformation Conference: 

“Whose Neighbor Are We? Reformation, Reconciliation, Re-Vision”                                                 
Join us for presentations of the past, present, and future of the Reformation as we identify and engage a changing 

world. Visit http://bit.ly/WhoseNeighbor or contact eventsflcstp@gmail.com to register as an FLC member. As a thank 

you to all members who have donated and continue to donate to make our Reformation 500 Celebration year a success, 

your registration fee is waived! 

KEEP THIS SECRET, PLEASE! 

The Intern Committee invites all FLC members who wish to do so, to contribute to a parting gift of grati-

tude to Intern Caitlin Jensen, to be presented at her farewell reception, Sunday July 30, in the Gathering 

Space following worship.  Please write "  Gift for Intern Caitlin” on your envelope or check. Place it in 

the offering or bring to the church office. Sh-sh-sh! 

 Let's keep it a secret. Thank you! 

mailto:cwinterf@gustavus.edu
tel:(507)%20933-7447
http://bit.ly/WhoseNeighbor
mailto:eventsflcstp@gmail.com


 

Building Fund 

                                                  Stewardship                                                                   
Unlike previous stewardship articles that I have written for the Heartbeat, this one is short, and to the point.  A few weeks ago I was 

reading an article written by E.J. Dionne, writer for the New York Times.  One sentence stood out for me and it was as follows:         

“If faith without works is dead, gratitude without generosity of spirit is empty”                                                                                                                             

I immediately began applying this very simple, but yet profound expression, to my life as a steward of all resources gifted to me as a 

child of God.  The first part of this sentence comes from the writer to the book of James in the New Testament (James 1:12).  The last 

part is the thought provoking challenge to my practice of stewardship.  Yes faith absent of any activity of service is dead.  And so like-

wise, if I say I have much for which to be thankful, but I share little with others, my words of thanks are empty.  Does that strike you in 

some way that might call for prayerful reflection?  How might it apply in your life? 

Think about that for a while.  Share it with a friend or members of your family over a cup of coffee or a meal shared with members of 

your family.  How does it translate in your life?   

Paul Aasen 

Member, Stewardship Committee 



Finance Committee 

From the Green Committee… 

First Lutheran church has recently refinanced it’s mortgage obligation at much more favorable terms. The original mortgage 

was entered into in June 2011 for $2,200,000. The original mortgage loan had a 5.00% interest rate with a 25 year amortiza-

tion period and the 5% interest rate was locked for 7 years. In addition to making the monthly payment of $12,730, the church 

has pre-paid an additional $240,000 of principal since 2011. 

  

The new mortgage will be for our current loan balance of $1,664,000. The new mortgage will have a 20 year amortization pe-

riod and have a 3.99% interest rate that will be locked for 10 years. The new monthly mortgage payment will be reduced to 

$10,079. The church plans to continue making a monthly mortgage payment equal to the old mortgage payment of $12,730 in 

order to pay down the mortgage balance as quickly as possible. Refinancing the mortgage will result in substantial interest 

savings and will give us the opportunity to pay off the mortgage balance sooner. We also have a much longer lock on a very 

attractive interest rate that will protect us if rates rise in the future. The lower minimum payment on the new mortgage will 

also give us more flexibility to adapt if the future financial condition of the church changes over time. 

 

 

Once again the Green Committee has started the annual garden, planting it with vegetables  for the St.  Peter Food Shelf.  Our 

committee members are dedicated to working on it but we need more assistance with some weeding, watering and har-

vest.  Please consider doing this with your family members.  It is good for children to know that they can play a part in making 

food grow for others. 

If nothing else children can hold their hands in the water as it springs forth from the hose and sprays on the plants.  They may 

get a bit wet and dirty, but that is fun, too.   

In order to organize this we are asking that individuals or families sign up for a week at a time.  There will be a table in the 

narthex where those interested in helping can sign up. 

 

This may seem like an unimportant or small undertaking, but it is immensely important to the food insecure in our ar-

ea.  Fresh  foods are so nutritious and it is something that many do without because of costs.  In the past couple of years the 

food shelf has increased its emphasis on obtaining  more fresh foods for its consumers and has been successful in increasing its 

supply.  It takes many people to accomplish this, gardeners, drivers, food handlers and harvesters.  Please become a part of this 

successful endeavor and volunteer a week of your time.  This does not entail full time attention but up to one hour a day to 

keep an eye on things for a week at a time.   

The Green Committee Garden Members will be happy to share with you the duties with which you can be helpful.  There will 

be a table in the narthex/Gathering Space where those who wish to help can sign up. Thank you for your willingness to serve! 

 

Resurrection Cemetery 
As the current chair of the Resurrection Cemetery Board, it is my intention to write a brief article for the Heartbeat on a regu-

lar basis.  Since becoming chair of the Board, I have discovered that members of our church have an interest in the history, the 

operations, the expenses and source of funds used by the Cemetery Board, to name just a few.  

As was noted in last month’s Heartbeat, we are currently very busy working on the visability of the Cemetery as people drive 

by on Highway 99, about a mile west of Highway 169. Two small pillars marked the entrance into the Cemetery.  They are 

currently being replaced with a archway gate being financed in part by gifts received following the 1998 tornado as well as 

current year gifts given by members who wish to provide memorial gifts.   

We always welcome additional funds for a variety of projects and regular operations. More on that in a future Heartbeat.  For 

now, let me introduce the current members of our Cemetery Board:  Jim Stenson, Manager; Helen Baumgartner, Barb Haack, 

Barb Regner; Pat Pehrson; Barb Wilkinson; Alan Bray, Pastor; Paul Aasen, Chair. Questions and concerns can always be ad-

dressed by one or more of these members.  How one is elected to the Board will also be addressed in a future issue of the 

Heartbeat.  On behalf of the Board, thank you for your interest and your gifts.   

Paul Aasen, Chair 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Lutheran Youth 



JULY SERVICE LIST  

 

Coordinators:  Bruce & Sue Gray 

                        Jack & Mary Spear 

Paul & Rebecca Carpenter 

Charles & Rosemary Christensen 

Janet Dehning 

Dan & Elaine Deschaine 

Don & Bev Gustafson 

William Hanson 

Karen Jewison 

Steve & Lynn Kidder 

Jeff & Nancy Miller 

Martha Mohr 

Joel & Carol Moline 

Jeff & Judy Olson 

April Pehrson 

Denise Pehrson 

Brett & Linda Petersen 

Brian & Tracey Peymann 

William & Linda Riebesell 

Marie Sanderson 

Robert & Rosamie Schave 

Doug & Mary Schuldt 

Tommy & Bethany Valentini                

Chris & Kristine Voeltz 

Kari Wendroth 

 

 

Thank You for sharing your time and talent! 

 Prayer Ventures 

Prayer Ventures are available in the 

FLC website at www.flcstp.org.  Paper 

copies are also available on the table in 

the narthex near the Gathering Space. 

Financial Notes: 

Through April 30, 2017 

Income          $ 179,702 

Expenses            $ 174,498 

Balance    $5,204 

JUNE SERVICE LIST 

Coordinators: Betty Thompson                         

  Ike & Nancy Altmann          

Marcia Bunge                                                    

Sue Burum                                                       

Gayle Derner                                                            

Rodney & Doreen Dietrich                               

Patrick & Patricia Duenwald                             

Larry & Denise Greenig                                   

Nick & Amanda Greenig                                    

William & Jodi Helder                                    

John & Jan Holte                                                                                          

James Jacobson                                                       

Randy & Sherry Janzen                                          

Joanne Johnson                                                 

Doug & Marilyn Miller                                     

Joan Miller                                                         

Peter & Cassandra Nelson                                  

Dave & Jodi Nixon                                           

Garrett & Betsy Paul                                         

Stacey Paul                                                          

Jessica Rodning                                                                   

Jonathan & Casey Rubischko                               

Deanna Staples                                                      

Dee Waldron                                                        

Chad & Beth Winterfeldt                                              



 

Renewed by Christ in Word, water, bread and wine, we serve the community and the world 

1114 Traverse Road 

St. Peter MN 56082 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church 

Phone: 507-934-3060 

Fax: 507-934-3847 

E-mail: mlemyre@flcstp.org 

Address Service 

Requested 

We’re on the 

Web!  

www.flcstp.org 

Worship Schedule  
 

Public Access Channel 7  

TV broadcast 

3:00 p.m. Sunday 

6:00 p.m. Monday 

8:00 a.m. Tuesday 

11:30 a.m.  Sunday 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule  June-September 6 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Fellowship 

 

Weekday Worship 

Monday 9:15 a.m. Prayer 

Wednesday 5:30 p.m. Worship  

 

 

There is still time to register for Day Camp  June 19-22!                   

Check our website.  Hope to see you there! 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Lutheran-Church-of-St-Peter/118370501506575

