November 30, 2025 +
First Sunday of Advent

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are

invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

We Gather
Prelude Hymn: no. 245, vs. 1,4,5 “Creator of the Stars of Night”
Words of Welcome
*Gathering Hymn - no. 265 “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”
*Lighting of the Advent Wreath - no.248, vs. 1 “People, Look East”

Advent is a time for the human heart to wait, while trusting God’s eternal time.

How long, O Lord, how long?

For those waiting for answered prayer.

Grant your steadfast patience.

For those waiting in the face of uncertainty.

Grant unshakable confidence in your sovereign provision.

For those waiting for justice and mercy to reign.

Grant a glimpse of your glory in our wounded world.

For all of us waiting for God’s kingdom to come:

Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ as we act, and
the grace of Christ as we speak.

Let us pray: This morning we light the first candle which reminds us that throughout history,
God’s people have spent time waiting, wandering and wondering about the timing of God’s
eternal plan. Like the people of old, we long for God’s presence to illuminate the areas of life
where we are called to wait. This morning we echo the words of the Psalmist: “Wait for the
Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!” (Psalm 27:14)
*Confession and Forgiveness



P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is
sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only
you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the
ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake. Free us
from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. Increase our
trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us, that we may abound in
the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. * You are freed
and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. Amen.

*Apostolic Greeting P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Kyrie - no. 715 vs. 1, 2, 4 “Christ, Be Our Light”

*Prayer of the Day

P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to God’s Word

First Reading: [saiah 2:1-5
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. > In days to come the
mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.* He shall judge between the nations and shall
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any
more. 50 house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 122 - The psalm will be spoken responsively by whole verse.



1[ was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the LORD.”
2Now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
3Jerusalem is built as a city
that is at unity with itself;
4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name of the LORD.
5For there are the thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.
°Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
7Peace be within your walls
and quietness within your towers.
8 For the sake of my kindred and companions,
I pray for your prosperity.
9 Because of the house of the LORD our God,
[ will seek to do you good.”

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14
" Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; > the night is far gone;
the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 3 let
us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. " Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation - no. 267, vs. 1 "Joy to the World”

*Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44
The Gospel of Matthew, the 24" Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus said to the disciples, 3° “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 3 and they knew nothing until the
flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 4° Then two
will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 4 Two women will be grinding meal



together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 4 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in
what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let
his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at
an hour you do not expect.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

*Hymn no. 244

*The Apostles Creed
P: Together let us profess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

*Prayers of Intercession

Pastor Chris Culuris

“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”

he is seated at the right hand of the
Father,

and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

AM: In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to

renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. At the conclusion of each petition:

God of grace, hear our prayer.

AM: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy

through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

*Sign of Peace P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please offer one another some sign of Christ’s peace.



Offering - For electronic giving please see the Acknowledgement Page for QR code and Thank
you!

Offering hymn - no. 257, vs.1,2,3 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

*Offering Prayer

AM: Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this
meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom
come. Amen.

We Share God'’s Holy Meal

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*”Sanctus” - no. 436 vs. 1 “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”

*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

Awaiting the Messiah’s coming, we pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to the Table -

P: Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.

Distribution of Communion - we will be serving communion continuously.

Hymn -ELW no. 659 “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”
Hymn - ELW no. 252 “Each Winter As the Year Grows Older”
Hymn - ELW no. 487 “What Feast of Love”



Prayer After Communion
P: God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share
the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

We Go in Peace

Announcements

*Sending Hymn - ACS 949 see back page “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning”
*Blessing & Dismissal

P: May God who comes among us, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. Amen.
AM: Go in peace. Keep awake. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude - “Blessed Be the God of Israel” arr. Johnson
In Worship Today
Communion Preparer:
Pastor: Chris Culuris Ushers: John Nadeau Heather, Aaron and Jake
Organist: Deacon Brenda Handel- Bread Baker: Betsy Bolint Banks
Johnson Acolytes: Communion Server: The
Assisting Minister: Nancy Timm Banks
Director of Choirs: Sarah Audio/Video: Brett
Chambers Petersen

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson, Paul Aasen, Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron
Larson, Lenore Schnobrich, Gloria Kane, Harvey Kane, Lisa Handel-Dalvand, Karen Handel, Erika Schuldt, Laurie Dietrich, Bob
Lamb, Dorothy and Paul Lutz, Steve Erickson, Barbra Grabowski (Ted Kunze’s sister), Garrett Paul, Chaplain Ben Hilding, Mary
Ann Scharf, David Ribar and Nate Tuener (family friend of Bob and Rhoda Stenson).
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FLC Refrigerator Page

Worship, Education and Service:

e Betty Thompson and Carol Solberg will serve Fellowship after worship today.

¢  Wednesday Meal Sign Up: We are looking for cooks, servers, and clean-up crew for our upcoming
meals. Ready to pitch in? Sign up in the narthex bit.ly/flcmealsio

Events at FLC and around the area:

e FLC’s first Annual Meeting will be held next Sunday, December 7t following worship. We will elect our
leaders for 2026 and take a first look at the 2026 Budget. We need 75 members present for a quorum. Please
join us!

e Scouts will be selling Christmas Wreaths following worship today.

e  During the season of Advent, the Altar Guild invites you to contribute to the Giving Tree. The money goes
to the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund. Also consider a poinsettia in honor of or in memory of a special person
or persons.

e Pat Pehrson took our old Advent Wreath, redesigned it and made it into a beautiful new wreath. Thank
you, Pat, for your work!

Bible Study: meets every Monday morning at 9:30am starting with worship in the chapel. We are studying The
Gospel of Mark.

Neighbors in Need: Extra Help Needed
There are still hungry neighbors in Nicollet County. Please consider donating as you can to the St. Peter Area Food
Shelf and the community meal served on Mondays by “The Kitchen.”

Do you need a little PEACE in your life? Join us for Adult Education each Wednesday evening after worship
in the Pioneer Parlor from 6:45-7:30pm.

Live Nativity Volunteers Needed - Sign-ups for the Live Nativity are now open! This is a
great event for the whole family and highly encouraged for all Confirmation students. Live
Nativity will take place on Friday, December 12 from 5:30 - 8 p.m. Scan the QR code or visit the
sign-up table in the narthex! For additional information or questions, call or text Gabriela at
507-420 9566.

The Nominating Committee is making good progress. They are still looking for people to serve in any of these
ways:

Three people to serve a 2-year term on the Nominating Committee

Three delegates to attend our Synod Assembly, June 5-6, at Gustavus

Up to six people to attend our Minnesota Valley Conference meeting Sunday, Feb. 15 at St. Paul's Lutheran, Gaylord.
For more information or to express interest contact Ted Kunze (pastorkunze@gmail.com; 507-995-4277), Nancy Timm

(iquilt4love@yahoo.com; 507-340-0846), Julie Johnson, or Pat Pehrson.



https://nam09.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fflcmeals12&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40flcstp.org%7Cd94acfd57a0f4dfd5a2508de271edd38%7C529e8b3244c64f12a8fe3776835a49ce%7C0%7C0%7C638991210704561688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=p4IPfMlVkKp9lNqOr%2FPS204EDIanFUW6E9f2WhkI%2B9w%3D&reserved=0
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Text: African American spiritual
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