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Sunday, November 22, 2020

Gathering in God’s Presence
Prelude — “Kingsfold Suite: I. That Kingsfold Tune, IV. Aria”

Setting by David Dahl

Welcome
Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved.
Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy One,
we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image
in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.

Beloved, we are God’s children,
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven,
by Jesus you are welcome,
in Jesus you are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.
Amen.

Gathering Hymn — no. 712

“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”

Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we inherit the riches of your
grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

Hearing & Responding to God’s Word
A Reading from Hebrew Scriptures — Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
11Thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 12As shepherds seek
out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them
from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring
them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land;
and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the
land. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there
they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.
15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord God. 16I will
seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the
weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20Therefore, thus says the Lord God to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean
sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns
until you scattered them far and wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I
will judge between sheep and sheep.
23I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them
and be their shepherd. 24And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among
them; I, the Lord, have spoken.
Psalm 95 — from ELW Morning Prayer (Matins), front of hymnal, page 300

2Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving 6Come, let us worship and bow down,
and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms.
let us kneel before the Lord our maker.
3For you, Lord, are a great God,
7aFor the Lord is our God,
and a great ruler above all gods. R
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
sheep of God’s hand. R
the heights of the hills are also yours.
5The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land. R

A Reading from the Epistles — Ephesians 1:15-23
15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 16I do
not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,
what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 20God put this
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and
has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all
in all.
Gospel Acclamation — no. 262, sung twice

“Wait for the Lord”

Gospel — Matthew 25:31-46
The Gospel of the Lord according to the 25th chapter of Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then
he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at
his right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you
that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;
35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a
stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of
me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we

saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that
we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you
did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to
those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and
in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to
me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “Who Reigns in Your Life?”

Hymn —

Interim Pastor Bill Nelsen

“Today, We All Are Called to Be Disciples”

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand
of the Father,
and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church,
the world, and all in need.
Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us. Bless all social ministries
of the church through which we seek to serve others as we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to provide for the needs of all
people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages. Release us from systems of oppression and prejudice, and
restore our capacity to see your image in those whose dignity we have stripped away. Grant opportunities
for ending divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church. Sustain those who work in
children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear
us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and tended to the sick.
Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in those in need around us. We lift up prayers
of healing for Marion Peterson and all others we name either aloud or in silence. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation
around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen.

Offering
Please remember to give financially to support our ministry.
You can write a check and mail it to the church office or give online at https://tithe.ly/give?c=283920.

Sharing the Lord’s Supper
The Great Thanksgiving and Preface
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus — From ELW Setting Three

“Holy, Holy, Holy”

Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Communion

Please raise your bread up. The body of Christ given for you. Please eat the bread now.
Please raise up your glass. The blood of Christ shed for you. Please drink the wine/juice now.
Post- Communion Prayer
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you always and keep you in his
grace. Amen.

Departing to Serve God’s World
Announcements
Blessing
May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for service,
give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit,
be with you today and always. Amen.
Dismissal
May Jesus reign in your life each day. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sending Hymn — no. 760

“O Christ the Same”

The music can be found on the last page of the bulletin.
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Announcements
Annual Congregation Meeting: As many of you know, First Lutheran’s Constitution requires a Congregation
meeting to be held on the first Sunday in December. The Constitution also requires a notice of the meeting to be
given at the services of worship on the preceding two consecutive Sundays and by mail or electronic means to all
voting members at least 10 days in advance of the date of the meeting. This Congregational meeting will be held
on Sunday, December 6, 2020, at 11:00am via Zoom. The purpose of the December meeting is the election of
new Congregation Council members and the adoption of a budget for the following year. In addition to these
two required items, the Council is proposing three amendments to the Constitution. Such amendments must be
approved by a majority vote of those voting members present and voting at a Congregation meeting and then be
ratified without change at the next annual meeting by a two-thirds vote of those voting members present and
voting. Details on these three items and how the Zoom meeting will be conducted will be included in the mailed
notice. If you have any questions, please contact any member of the Church Council.
Thanksgiving Eve Worship Our tradition of an ecumenical worship service continues this year! Trinity, FLC,
Union Presbyterian, Church of Saint Peter, and Church of the Holy Communion Episcopal are joining together
for a virtual service! It will air on Facebook AND SPPA at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 25 and again on
SPPA Thanksgiving Day at 10:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. See more times in the newsletter. Please tune in for this
special event as we give our thanks and praise to God as a community of believers!
Thanksgiving and Holidays: While we know that many families have traditions of getting together for holiday
celebrations, our Health Advisory Team advises extreme caution this year. Cases of COVID are climbing higher
and higher, and hospitals are nearing capacity. Spending time gathering with others is one of the MOST
COMMON ways this virus is spread. We at First Lutheran encourage you to consider virtual holiday gatherings
and to refrain from combining households for festivities in keeping with the governor’s recent mandate. We
want all of our members and their families to stay safe and healthy while this serious and deadly disease is
among us.
Christmas Opportunities: While our Christmas worship will look different this year, Emily is working hard to
bring joyous Christmas music into our festive celebrations. She is hoping to put together a virtual Christmas
Choir! If you have an interest in participating in such a special occasion, email her at musicflcstp@gmail.com
by November 29th.
Twelve Days of Family: FLC invites you to let us into your home this holiday season by sharing with us a
holiday tradition (e.g. singing a song, cooking a meal, decorating, making a snow person, etc.) of yours! Sign up,
record your tradition, and submit it to Calleigh. All videos will be organized and released on our Facebook page
throughout the Twelve Days leading up to Christmas! For more information email Calleigh, cc.flcstp@gmail.com.
Red Cross Blood Drive: December 1st from noon until 6:00pm. This drive is by appointment only and you can
call 1-800-Red Cross or visit RedCrossBlood.org and to find the location and schedule an appointment.
Advent Drive-Thru: FLC invites you to join us on December 6th from 4pm - 7pm for our Advent Drive-Thru
event! You will get to drive around the parking lot and view Christmas scenes, sing Christmas carols LIVE from
the safety of your car, and receive an Advent goody-bag! If you are able, please bring a donation for the food
shelf.
Seeking New Council Members: The nominating committee is seeking new members to serve on the Church
Council. We are seeking four adult members and one youth member to serve. Please contact Mary Spear by
email (majspear@gmail.com) or phone (507-317-1817) if you have any questions or are interested in serving.
Prayer Concerns: We are called to remember one another in prayer. We lift up prayers of healing for Marion
Peterson and all others we lift up in our personal prayers this week.

“O Christ the Same”

