November 23, 2025 +
Christ the King Sunday

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are

invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

We Gather
Prelude “Come, thou Almighty King” setting by C. Kovarik
Words of Welcome
*Gathering Hymn - no. 634 “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!”

*Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God, you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your paths.

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the freedom of your
faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the earth. We reject your
abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love. Repair our relationships,
restore what we have broken, renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen.

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, *F in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.

Amen.

*Apostolic Greeting P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*Kyrie - “Bread of Life liturgy” - With One Voice
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*Hymn of Praise - “Glory to God”
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*Prayer of the Day

P: O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you,
we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this
world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to God’s Word

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Bible OT page 806
3“U"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says
the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven them away, and you
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then I
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I
will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 41 will raise up
shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor
shall any be missing, says the LORD.

5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. ¢In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by
which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.



Though the Earth Shall Change
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Psalm 46 - The psalm will be spoken responsively by whole verse and preceded and followed by
the sung refrain.
1 God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
7The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God;



I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.”
1'The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20; Bible NT page 213
1 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, so that you
may have all endurance and patience, joyfully > giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled
you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 3 He has rescued us from the power of
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, *#in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, ' for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. '7 He himself is before
all things, and in him all things hold together. *® He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. ' For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 2° and through him God
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation -
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*Gospel: Luke 23:33-43; pew Bible NT page 91

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.



he is seated at the right hand of the

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, Father,

our Lord, and he will come to judge the living and
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, the dead.
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third .day he rose again; the forgiveness of sins,
he ascended into heaven, the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

AM: Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in
need. At the conclusion of each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

AM: We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding love;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

*Sign of Peace P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please offer one another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering — For electronic giving please see the Acknowledgement Page for QR code and Thank
you!

Offering music “Arise, My Soul, Arise!” arr. Nancy Raabe

*Offering Prayer AM: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill
them with good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the
abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, now and
forever. Amen.

We Share God’s Holy Meal

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface



The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

Together we pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your

name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today

our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us

from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and

the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to the Table -

P: There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, a taste

of life eternal.



Distribution of Communion - we will be serving communion continuously.
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Hymn -ELW no. 616
Hymn - ELW no. 838

“Jesus Remember Me”
“Beautiful Savior”

Prayer After Communion

P: God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of heaven that
gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your
good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.
Amen.

We Go in Peace

Announcements

*Sending Hymn - ELW no. 855 “Crown Him with Many Crowns” vs1,3 &4

*Blessing & Dismissal

P: The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy
Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The Holy Trinity bless you * and grant you a faithful and

courageous heart now and forever. Amen.



AM: Go in peace. Share the harvest. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude ‘Wir Danken Dir, Gott, wir danken dir” ].S. Bach

In Worship Today
Ushers: Henry Menning, Tom

Pastor: Chris Culuris Thorkelson Communion Preparer:
Organist: Deacon Brenda Handel- Bread Baker: Betsy Bolint Kristy Larson
Johnson Acolytes: Talan Samuelson, Communion Server:
Assisting Minister: Liz Power- Jace Nixon Audio/Video: Brett
Hawkins Petersen
Director of Choirs: Sarah
Chambers

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson, Paul Aasen, Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron
Larson, Lenore Schnobrich, Gloria Kane, Harvey Kane, Lisa Handel-Dalvand, Karen Handel, Erika Schuldt, Laurie Dietrich, Bob
Lamb, Dorothy and Paul Lutz, Steve Erickson, Barbra Grabowski (Ted Kunze’s sister), Garrett Paul, Chaplain Ben Hilding, Mary
Ann Scharf, David Ribar and Nate Tuener (family friend of Bob and Rhonda Stenson).
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FLC Refrigerator Page

Worship, Education and Service:

e Carla Demers and Patric Pehrson will serve Fellowship after worship today.

e No Faith Night at First next Wednesday due to Thanksgiving break

e Ifyou know how to Crochet, please contact Sylvia Perron about making items for this Christmas.

¢ Wednesday Meal Sign Up: We are looking for cooks, servers, and clean up crew for our upcoming
meals. Ready to pitch in? Sign up in the narthex bit.ly/flcmealsi2

o Flowers on the Altar are from Bruce Gray in honor of Sue Gray’s birthday.

Events at FLC and around the area:
e FLC’s first Annual Meeting will be held on December 7" following worship. We will elect our leaders for
2026 and take a first look at the 2026 Budget. We need 75 members present for a quorum. Please join us!
e The Little Mermaid at Saint Peter High School final performance today - Sunday, 2 p.m.
¢ The Minnesota Valley Chorale will present their fall concert "A Winter's Dawn" at First Lutheran Church
this afternoon, November 23, at 3 pm.

¢ Community Thanksgiving Service - join us for worship tonight, Nov. 23, 7:00pm, at Trinity Lutheran
Church.
e Scouts will be selling Christmas Wreaths following worship next Sunday.

Bible Study: meets every Monday morning at 9:30am starting with worship in the chapel. We are studying The
Gospel of Mark.

Neighbors in Need: Extra Help Needed
There are will still hungry neighbors in Nicollet County. Please consider donating as you can to the St. Peter Area Food
Shelf and the community meal served on Mondays by “The Kitchen.”

Do you need a little PEACE in your life? Join us for Adult Education each Wednesday evening after worship
in the Pioneer Parlor from 6:45-7:30pm.

Live Nativity Volunteers Needed - Sign-ups for the Live Nativity are now open! This is a
great event for the whole family and highly encouraged for all Confirmation students. Live
Nativity will take place on Friday, December 12 from 5:30 - 8 p.m. Scan the QR code or visit the
sign-up table in the narthex! For additional information or questions, call or text Gabriela at
507-420 9566.

The Nominating Committee is making good progress. They are still looking for people to serve in any of these
ways:

Three people to serve a 2-year term on the Nominating Committee

Three delegates to attend our Synod Assembly June 5-6 at Gustavus

Up to six people to attend our Minnesota Valley Conference meeting Sunday, Feb. 15 at St. Paul's Lutheran, Gaylord.
For more information or to express interest contact Ted Kunze (pastorkunze@gmail.com; 507-995-4277), Nancy Timm

(iquilt4love@yahoo.com; 507-340-0846), Julie Johnson, or Pat Pehrson.
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