First Lutheran Church

Advent 2021

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are invited to read responses found in bold.
You are welcome to sing during worship if you are vaccinated!
Welcome to First Lutheran Church!

Gathering in God’s Presence

Prelude — “Wachet Auf” (Chorale from Cantata #140) Johann Sebastian Bach

Arnold Krueger, violin; Carrie Stelter, cello

Welcome
*Call to Worship
The time is surely coming as we reach out to serve
when our love for one another all of those in need.
and all of God's children will increase. The days are surely coming
We would live into that time when we will walk the paths
with hope and joy. of faithfulness and steadfast love.
The day is surely coming We begin this journey,
when God will strengthen our hearts knowing that all of God's promises
with humility and holiness. will be fulfilled.

We would anticipate that day

*Gathering Hymn — no. 260 “The King Shall Come”



*Confession and Forgiveness

When we call upon God to confess that we've messed up, or forgotten something, or overlooked the truth,
God answers with grace. God answers with love. So let us confess today, knowing that nothing could keep
God from loving us.

Gracious God,

We find ourselves with two options every day—

to stay homesick for the world you had in mind, or to allow cynicism to win.

Do we hope against hope, or do we throw in the towel?

Do we insist on a better world, or do we assume it’s impossible?

Forgive us for the days when cynicism wins.

Forgive us for numbing our homesick hurt instead of using it to fuel a better world.
Kindle in us a hope that won't let go.

Gratefully we pray, amen.

Family of faith, even when we throw in the towel, even when we give up on hope, God does not give up on
us. We are loved. We are claimed. We are invited closer to God’s home. So hear and trust this good news:
There is room for us in God’s house, and nothing can separate us from that love. We are claimed.
We are forgiven. We are welcomed home. Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Kyrie “Turn to Us Again”

Turn to us again, O God our Savior. Send to us your gift of Love. Lord, have mercy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Show us your compassion, O God our Lord, grant us your salvation. Christ, have mercy.
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Christ, have mer -  cy.

Come and bring salvation; we wait, O God; may your glory dwell in us. Lord, have mercy.
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*Canticle of Praise

— “We Are Awaiting the Coming’
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1 We are a - wait - ing the com - ing  of Je - sus,
2 We are the vine you have plant - ed and tend - ed;
3 We bring these signs of our lives whol - ly giv - en;
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yearn-ing  in dark - ness  for light and  for peace,
we are  the wheat you  have wa - tered and sown.
let them for us be Christ’'s wine and Christ’s bread
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day when all peo - ple join in this feast.
grain, in - crease them and make them your own.
all and bro - ken  that all may be fed.

Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy: Hope

A: We hope for a world where all are fed.

B: We hope for a world with more bridges than walls.

A: We hope for a world with wide open doors.
B: We hope for a world with contagious laughter.

A: We hope for a world where trees grow tall and creeks run clean.

B: We hope for a world where all people feel at home—in their bodies,

in the church, in their physical homes.
A: We hope for that world.
B: We long for that world.
A: We are homesick for that world.

B: So today we light the candle of hope, because hope keeps our hearts alive as we wait.

A: May this light be a reminder that the wait is always worth it.

B: We are close to home. May we carry hope with us. Amen.

One candle is lit while stanza 1 of “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” (hymn no. 240) is sung:

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness.

He shall bring salvation to Israel, God fulfills the promise.



Hearing & Responding to Scripture

A Reading from Hebrew Scriptures — Jeremiah 33:14-16

14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel
and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and
Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our

righteousness.”
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 25 — sung responsively by verse
0 |
(s :bp'p & ol o ® o

1To | you, O Lord,
[ lift | up my soul.
2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
4Show me your | ways, O Lord,
and teach | me your paths.
5Lead me in your | truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
6Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- | ness, O Lord.
8You are gracious and up- | right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.
9You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.
10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.

A Reading from the Epistles — 1Thessalonians 3:9-13

9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of
you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is
lacking in your faith.

1Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord
make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And



may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation
A Refrain
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*Come to us, O God. Be the hopewith-in ourlong-ing. Dwell with-in us,
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O Light of the world: O God-with - us, Em - man - u - el

*Gospel — Luke 21:25-36

The Gospel of Luke, the 21st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of
what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the
Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place,
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass
away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.

34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all
who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “Get Ready: The Days Are Coming! Abound in Love!” Pastor Bill Nelsen

*Hymn — no. 257, stanzas1 & 4 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”



*Affirmation of Faith — Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, I believe in the Holy Spirit,
creator of heaven and earth. the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

*Prayers of Intercession

God of the weary and waiting,

Scripture tells us that where two or more are gathered, you are there.

So we trust that you are here—listening to these words, drawing us close, stirring hope awake in us.
And for that we are grateful. We are so grateful.

Today, Holy God, we feel close to home, close to you when...

we worship through word and song,

when the candles are lit,

when we enter this space and someone knows our name.
We feel close to home when our children are curious,
when we find moments of true connection,

when we are brave enough to be who you call us to be.
Holy God, hear our prayers of hope.

However, God, even with gratitude for our close-to-home moments, we also recognize that buried deep
within us we have homesick hearts.
Holy God, we are homesick for...

Insert examples of the ways you are homesick. For example:

We are homesick for a world we have not seen.

We are homesick for a world where oceans are clean, trees are green,

and animals are not endangered.

We are homesick for a life where days feel expansive and Sabbath feels possible.
We are homesick for days where mental health is not stigmatized,

time is not a commodity, and self-worth is not a scarcity.

Holy God, hear our prayers of homesickness.

God who never leaves us alone, we are carrying both hope and homesickness all at the same time. Hold
these two sides of the same coin tenderly, and fan the flame of both.

For we realize, hope is a gift and homesickness is a reminder. For each conviction, we give you thanks.
Amen.



Offering
Music at the Offering
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” Setting by Cathrine McMichael

Arnold Krueger, violin; Carrie Stelter, cello

“Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung!

Of Jesse’s lineage coming as seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright...”

Sharing the Meal

*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Itisright

to give our thanks and praise.

*Sanctus — from Setting Twelve, All Creation Sings “Holy, Holy, Holy”
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*Words of Institution

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.



As we prepare to eat together as your disciples did,

We remember and we speak that truth out loud, praying together,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Distribution of Communion & Blessing

“Lamb of God” — from Setting Twelve, All Creation Sings
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Departing to Serve God’s World

Announcements

*Sending Hymn — no. 248 “People, Look East”
*Blessing & Dismissal

Asyou leave this service, your service begins:

Comfort the homesick.

Open your doors to others.

Seek sanctuary.

Be brave enough to go home by another way.

And remember that here in God’s house, all are welcomed—so come back soon.

In the name of our Foundation—God, Spirit, and Son—

go in peace. Get ready. The days are coming. Abound in love!

Thanks be to God.

*Postlude — “Savior of the Nations, Come” Setting by Cathrine McMichael

Arnold Krueger, violin; Carrie Stelter, cello
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Announcements

e An Advent birch tree is given by Mary Hildebrant in memory of her parents & siblings: Joyce, Bob, Roger,
and Robert.

e An Advent birch tree is given by the Altar Guild in memory of Beverly Wetherill.

e The giving tree is decorated with envelopes with cards enclosed for you to donate to the Pastor’s
Discretionary Fund in honor or in memory of a loved one this season.

e The Altar Guild is very grateful to all of the known and unknown donors of hydrangeas for the altar and
especially to the anonymous person who created the lovely arrangement in a basket. These will grace the
altar throughout the restrained season of Advent.

Holiday Vouchers donations are still being accepted. Note “holiday voucher” in your check memo.

e Midweek Advent Services: Presented by our Confirmation Youth
As an important part of our Advent season, our Confirmation youth will be leading our midweek Advent
services. These will be relatively short but meaningful services held in the Gathering Space at 6:30pm on
the following dates: Wednesday, Dec. 1; Wednesday, Dec. 8, and Wednesday, Dec. 15. Please join with
our youth during these special services as we prepare for Christmas and the coming of our Lord. Note:
On Wednesday, Dec. 22, there will be a “Longest Night” service.

Prayers

e Monique Sebring has asked us to pray for her brother Tim Sebring whose health is declining substantially.

e We pray for Mary Pieklo, mother of Bob & Rhoda Stenson’s daughter-in law.

e We pray for Betty Thompson’s sister, Nancy Maag, and Ellen Conover who are both recovering from
surgery.

e We lift up prayers for those on our long-term list: Tom and Deb Johnson, Tom Michels, Abigail

Christenson, Betty Gustafson, Elgene Lund, Chuck Petry, Bob Cady, Joan Williams, Myrene Bunge, Glen
Stryker, Erika Schuldt and Urusla McRostie; and we pray for for all those families continuing to adjust to
the loss of loved ones, including the families of Beverly Wetherill, Tom Stenson, Mary Lee Denley, Marion
Peterson, and Bob Isenberg.


http://lectionaryliturgies.blogspot.ca/
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