October 26, 2025 +
Reformation Sunday

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are

invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

We Gather

Prelude
Words of Welcome

*Gathering Hymn - no. 504 “A Mighty Fortress”

*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.

Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We
grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and
forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save
sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of F Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
Amen.

*Apostolic Greeting P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*Kyrie - ELW page 138
*Hymn of Praise - ELW page 139 “Glory to God”
*Prayer of the Day

P: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word,
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and
bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

We Listen to God'’s Word

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Bible OT page 817

3 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house
of Israel and the house of Judah. 3> It will not be like the covenant that I made with their
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant
that they broke, though [ was their husband, says the LORD. 3 But this is the covenant that I will
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: [ will put my law within them, and
I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer
shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for [ will forgive their iniquity and
remember their sin no more.

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 46 - Soloist sings “Though the Earth shall change” first time.

Though the Earth Shall Change
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Though the earth shall change, though the moun-tains trem-ble,
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you, God, are here.
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we will not fear.
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The verses will be sung responsively by whole verse.
* How dear to me ! is your dwelling,

O ' LORD of hosts!
>My soul has a desire and longing for the courts | of the LORD;

my heart and my flesh rejoice in the ! living God.
3 Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may | lay her young,

by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king | and my God.
+Happy are they who dwell | in your house!

They will always be | praising you.
5 Happy are the people whose strength | is in you,

whose hearts are set on the | pilgrims’ way.
°Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a | place of springs,

for the early rains have covered it with | pools of water.
7They will climb from | height to height,
and the God of gods will be | seen in Zion.



Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28; Bible NT page 160

1 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that
every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. *° For no
human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes
the knowledge of sin.

' But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is attested by
the Law and the Prophets, >* the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ for all
who believe. For there is no distinction, * since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God; ** they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, »>whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith.
He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed
over the sins previously committed; *° it was to demonstrate at the present time his own
righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus.

7 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works?
No, rather through the law of faith. ** For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from
works prescribed by the law. Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God

*Gospel Acclamation - ELW page 142
*Gospel: John 8: 31 - 36; pew Bible NT page 105
The Gospel of John, the 8™ Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

3'Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples, 3*and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.
35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever.
36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Chris Culuris
*Hymn -no 517 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
*The Nicene Creed

P: Together let us profess our faith:



We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary

and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the
Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the
dead,

and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



*

Prayers of Intercession

AM: Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation.

At the conclusion of each petition: God of grace, receive our prayer.

AM: We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

*Sign of Peace P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please offer one another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering - For electronic giving please see the Acknowledgement Page for QR code and Thank
you!

Offering music - Eternal Father, Strong to Save — Melita arr. Richard Walters

*

Offering Prayer AM: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

We Share God's Holy Meal

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface - ELW

page 144

*Holy, Holy, Holy - ELW page 144

Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

Together let us pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



*Invitation to the Table -
P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy.

Distribution of Communion - we will be serving Holy Communion continuously today.

Lamb of God - ELW page 146
Hymn - ELW 654 “The Church’s One Foundation”
Hymn -ELW 729 “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”

Prayer After Communion
P: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send
us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

We Go in Peace

Announcements

”»

*Sending Hymn - no 652 “Built on Rock
*Blessing & Dismissal

P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the

hungry, who sets the prisoners free, F bless you now and forever. Amen.
AM: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude
In Worship Today
Pastor: Chris Culuris Brass Quintet: Communion Preparer:
Deacon Brenda Handel-Johnson Hudson Nichols Communion Server:
Organist: David Fienen Zachary Sullivan Diane Samuelson, Cindy
Assisting Minister: Rebekah Adam Nordquist Nadeau
Roembhildt [an Ort Audio/Video: Simon
Director of Choirs: Sarah Josh Forbord Ribar, Rachel Ribar
Chambers Ushers: Harley Samuelson,

John Nadeau, Keith Stelter
Bread Baker: Diane Stewart
Acolytes: Talan Samuelson,
Jace Nixon



Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson, Karen Wendroth, Paul Aasen,
Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron Larson, Lenore Schnobrich, Gloria Kane, Harvey Kane, Lisa Handel-
Dalvand, Karen Handel, Erika Schuldt, Laurie Dietrich, Bob Lamb, Tom Skoglund (brother of Marcia Kunze),
Dorothy and Paul Lutz and Steve Erickson.
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The Nominating Committee has begun its work of encouraging people to serve in
leadership capacities at First Lutheran next year. They seek four people to serve
a 3-year term on the Church Council as well as 2 youth to serve one-year terms
on the Council. We will need three people to serve a two-year term on the
Nominating Committee, and they are seeking delegates to our Synod Assembly
(one weekend in June) and to the meeting of the Gustavus Adolphus Association
of Congregations (one Saturday at Gustavus). If you might feel called to one of
these positions or would like more information about time commitments needed,
contact Ted Kunze (pastorkunze@gmail.com; 507-995-4277), Nancy Timm

(iquilt4love@yahoo.com; 507-340-0846), Julie Johnson, or Pat Pehrson.
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Worship, Education and Service:
e (arla Demers and Nancy Timm will serve Fellowship after worship today.

e Next week: Please bring a picture of a saint in your life to worship for All Saints Sunday.

¢ Wednesday Night Meal Sign up: Help serve meals or work the clean-up crew. Sign up in
the narthex or online. October Sign Up: https://bit.ly/flcmealsio

Events at FLC and around the area:

Bible Study: meets every Monday morning at 9:30am starting with worship in the chapel. Next week we are
starting The Gospel of Mark.

Neighbors in Need: Extra Help Needed as Assistance Freezes

If the federal government shutdown continues past October 27, thousands of individuals and families in
Nicollet County will stop getting the assistance they need to put food on their tables. SNAP (Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program, formerly referred to as "food stamps") and WIC (supplemental nutrition
assistance for women, infants, and children) benefits will be suspended until the government shutdown is
resolved. This will likely increase demand at the St. Peter Area Food Shelf and for the community meal
served on Mondays by The Kitchen. Please consider contributing to these organizations as you are able.

- Social Justice Committee

Community Choir: Save the date! The new Saint Peter Community Choir is performing Sunday, Nov 16 at
2:00 p.m. and Tuesday, Nov 18 at 7:30 p.m. at Bjorling Recital Hall at Gustavus. All are invited to attend!

Do you need a little PEACE in your life? Join us for Adult Education each Wednesday evening after
worship in the Pioneer Parlor from 6:45-7:30pm. During the fall, we will explore an ELCA resource called
“Reconciled to be Peacemakers in God's World.” All are welcome - come for one or come for all but come
find some PEACE.

Live Nativity Volunteers Needed

Sign-ups for the Live Nativity are now open! This is a great event for the whole family and highly
encouraged for all Confirmation students. Live Nativity will take place on Friday, December 12 from 5:30 -
8 p.m. Scan the QR code or visit the sign-up table in the narthex! For additional information or questions,
call or text Gabriela at 507-420 9566.
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