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Sunday, October 17, 2021

An asterisk * invites you to stand
in body or in spirit.

You are welcome to sing during
worship if you are vaccinated!

Gathering in God’s Presence

Prelude —  “Cello Suite No. 2 in d minor, BWV 1008 ”                                              Johann Sebastian Bach
Lauren Russell, viola

Welcome

*Call to Worship
One: May we remember
All: That God created.
One: May we remember
All: That God liberated.
One: May we remember
All: That God fed.
One: May we remember
All: That God is still creating,
God is still liberating,
And God is still feeding us.
One: Let this be our story.
All: Let this be where we begin.
One: Let us worship holy God.

*Gathering Liturgy —  from Now the Feast and Celebration, page 3 “Kyrie” and “Now the Feast”



*Prayer of Confession

Holy God,
We admit to remembering the wrong things.
We remember worldly lessons like,
“Everyone for themselves,”
“An eye for an eye,” and
“All is fair in love and war.”

And yet, we forget to forgive seventy times seven,
To love our neighbors as ourselves,
And to live like the body of Christ.

Why is it so hard to remember the right things?

Release us from our muscle memory and
Re-center us in a new place,
A fresh place,
A space grounded in your love.

Help us to receive your word anew,
And to consider stewardship not with the
world’s rules,
But with your rules.
Help us remember.

With hope we pray, amen.

*Prayer for Illumination
Holy God,
There is something about scripture that stirs us awake.
For when we hear of a deep love that made room for everyone at the table,
We remember that we are hungry.
And when we hear of manna raining down in the desert,
We remember that we are lost.
There is something about scripture that stirs us awake,
And it feels like hunger and it looks like hope.
So stir us awake, oh God.
Remind us that this story starts with love and ends with love.
We are hungry, which is to say, we are listening. Amen.

*Prayer of the Day
May God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay
aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as
servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hearing & Responding to Scripture
A Reading from Hebrew Scriptures —  Isaiah 53:4-12

4Surely he has borne our infirmities
  and carried our diseases;
 yet we accounted him stricken,
  struck down by God, and afflicted.
 5But he was wounded for our transgressions,
  crushed for our iniquities;

 upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
  and by his bruises we are healed.
 6All we like sheep have gone astray;
  we have all turned to our own way,
 and the Lord has laid on him
  the iniquity of us all.



7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
  yet he did not open his mouth;
 like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,
  and like a sheep that before its shearers is
silent,
  so he did not open his mouth.
 8By a perversion of justice he was taken away.
  Who could have imagined his future?
 For he was cut off from the land of the living,
  stricken for the transgression of my people.
 9They made his grave with the wicked
  and his tomb with the rich,
 although he had done no violence,
  and there was no deceit in his mouth.

10Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him with
pain.

  When you make his life an offering for sin,
  he shall see his offspring, and shall prolong his
days;
 through him the will of the Lord shall prosper.
  11Out of his anguish he shall see light;
 he shall find satisfaction through his knowledge.
  The righteous one, my servant, shall make many
righteous,
  and he shall bear their iniquities.
 12Therefore I will allot him a portion with the
great,
  and he shall divide the spoil with the strong;
 because he poured out himself to death,
  and was numbered with the transgressors;
 yet he bore the sin of many,
  and made intercession for the transgressors.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 91 Paraphrase —  hymn no. 564 “God, Who Made the Earth and Heaven”
Led by Sophie Martinez, GAC Music Scholar

A Reading from the Epistles —  Hebrews 5:1-10

1Every high priest chosen from among mortals is put in charge of things pertaining to God on their behalf,
to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He is able to deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he
himself is subject to weakness; 3and because of this he must offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for
those of the people. 4And one does not presume to take this honor, but takes it only when called by God,
just as Aaron was.
  5So also Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who
said to him,
 “You are my Son,
  today I have begotten you”;
6as he says also in another place,
 “You are a priest forever,
  according to the order of Melchizedek.”
  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission.
8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect,
he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high
priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation —  from Now the Feast and Celebration, page 7 “Gospel Verse”

*Gospel — Mark 10:35-45

The Gospel of Mark, the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

35James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do
for us whatever we ask of you.” 36And he said to them, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 37And
they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38But Jesus
said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be
baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to
them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be
baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it
has been prepared.”
  41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So Jesus called them and
said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over
them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to
become great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be first among you must be
slave of all. 45For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for
many.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “Give Me the Best Seats in the House” Pastor Steve Kidder

*Hymn —  no. 546 “To Be Your Presence”

*Affirmation of Faith —  Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*Prayers of Intercession

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

Holy One, for the gift of the church handed down through the ages and for all who carry on the servant
ministry of Jesus, we praise you. Send your Holy Spirit upon all who are discerning calls to ministry in its
many forms and equip them with your gifts. We pray for the Call Committee as they continue to work on
our behalf to find a settled pastor for our community. God of mercy, hear us as we pray.

Creating One, for the lush and abundant habitat you provide for all your creatures, we praise you.
Embolden us to heal and restore the earth so that waterfowl, reptiles, wild horses, dolphins, and all living
things flourish as you intend. God of mercy, hear us as we pray.

Suffering One, for all who work toward peace and who lead nations with a servant’s heart, we praise you.
Stir us to demand justice for all who suffer violence, persecution, discrimination, hunger, poverty, and
homelessness, and through us, create places of refuge for all people. God of mercy, hear us as we pray.

Merciful One, for all who do the work of healing in mind, body, and spirit, we praise you. Surround and
comfort all who struggle with depression, anxiety, cancer, diabetes, dementia, or any illness, that all may
be healed. God of mercy, hear us as we pray.

Sustaining One, for all who volunteer for the vitality of this congregation, we praise you. Strengthen and
encourage greeters, ushers, office volunteers, bakers, counters, committee and group leaders, teachers,
students, evangelists, singers, builders, nurturers, and all who serve with generous hearts. God of mercy,
hear us as we pray.

Risen One, we thank you for those who have shaped your church and shared your gospel. Through the
witness of your saints, continue to inspire us with hope until we all are gathered at your eternal feast. God
of mercy, hear us as we pray.

Receive these and all our prayers, Gracious God. We pray in the name of Jesus and by the power of the
Holy Spirit the prayer that Christ taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Offering
Please leave an offering in the basket outside the sanctuary, mail a check to the office, or give online: https://tithe.ly/give?c=283920.

Departing to Serve God’s World

Announcements

*Sending Hymn —  no. 538 “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth”

https://tithe.ly/give?c=283920


*Blessing
May the God of our faithful worship go with you,
may we look to Christ as our teacher of true stewardship,
and may the Spirit guide us to generously give
what each of us has to offer in this time and place. Amen.

*Benediction Liturgy —  from Now the Feast and Celebration, page 15 “May God Bless and Keep Us”

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Worship faithfully; give generously. Thanks be to God!

*Postlude —  “Toccata in E minor” Johann Pachelbel
Sophie Martinez, GAC Music Scholar
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Announcements

Stewardship Emphasis
We ask all our members to continue to prayerfully consider how they can help our special congregation in the
coming months and the year ahead by:

● Returning your Estimate of Giving cards before October 24.
● Filling out your Time and Talent surveys, either online or in written form (and returning them to the

Church Office). If you have questions about volunteering and completing the survey, contact the office.
Help to raise the numbers on the Giving Thermometer and the Time and Talent Clock!!

Other Announcements
● Donations of used Smartphones are still needed to record services.  Help us to continue to improve the

quality of recorded worship services for those who cannot attend in person.
● Kwik Trip cards can be purchased in the office this morning.
● Altar flowers are given by Dorothy and Paul Lutz in honor of their children and special thoughts

to their son Erik who is home from Japan.



● October 30 is church grounds clean-up day. Please bring gloves and your favorite rake.  Contact
Bill Kautt for more details.

Prayers

We pray for our teachers, professors, and students as they continue to adjust to new learning challenges.
We pray for those impacted by Covid-19, including Dick and Joann Muesing.
We pray for Betty Thompson’s sister Nancy Maag who is recovering from surgery.
We lift up prayers for those on our long-term list: Gwen Weldon, Tom and Deb Johnson, Tom Michels, Abigail
Christenson, Betty Gustafson, Elgene Lund, Chuck Petry, Bob Cady, Joan Williams, Myrene Bunge, Glen Stryker,
and Urusla McRostie; and we pray for for all those families continuing to adjust to the loss of loved ones,
including the families of Tom Stenson, Mary Lee Denley, Marion Peterson, and Bob Eisenberg.


