
First Lutheran Church + Saint Peter, Minnesota

Sunday, October 24, 2021

An asterisk * invites you to stand
in body or in spirit.

You are welcome to sing during
worship if you are vaccinated!

Gathering in God’s Presence

Prelude —  “Rise, Shine, You People!” Setting by David Cherwien

Welcome

*Call to Worship
One: Through Moses, God said,
All: “Let my people go.” (Ex.9:1)
One: In scripture, the law declares:
All: “In the seventh year, you must cancel all debts.” (Deut.15:1)
One: With grace, Jesus said:
All: “Give one coat away.” (Luke 3:11)
One: With honesty, Jesus taught:
All: “Sell what you have, give that money to the poor.” (Matt. 19:21)
One: Faith has always involved letting go, releasing, setting free,
Dropping our nets, giving to others, and following.
All: So in this hour of worship, may we release that which binds us.
May we worship with open, untamed, and porous hearts, so that we can walk freely with
God.
One: Let it be so!
All: Amen!

*Gathering Liturgy —  from Now the Feast and Celebration, page 3 “Kyrie” and “Now the Feast”



*Prayer of Confession

Gracious God,
We admit to holding tight to that which we know
and understand.
We put you in a box to avoid the shades of gray
that come with faith.
We put worship in a box to avoid the discomfort
of change.
We put ourselves in boxes labeled with gender
expectations and societal norms.
We put others in boxes labeled “worthy” and
“unworthy.”

We put all that we have in a box and pray we
won’t run out.
So in this moment, we confess to holding
tight to fear, greed, and worldly structures.
Forgive us for missing the point.
Open our eyes to a new way—

to a holiness found in open boxes,
unclenched fists,
shades of gray, and holy release.

Gratefully we pray,
Amen.

*Prayer for Illumination
Gracious God,
We release our hearts to you.
First, we remove the pressure,
For release requires the freedom to be moved.
Then we allow our hearts to return to their original resting position—
In sync with you, with the rhythm of life around us, and this whole wild creation.
Then, we pray that you will find our hearts available—
Not just physically, but emotionally and spiritually.
So like the mockingbird releases her song,
We release our hearts to you.
Move in them.
Stir us awake.
Speak to us now.
We are waiting.
Amen.

*Prayer of the Day
May God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. Eternal
compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and enable us to reflect your goodness, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Hearing & Responding to Scripture
A Reading from Hebrew Scriptures —  Jeremiah 31:7-9

 7Thus says the Lord:
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
 proclaim, give praise, and say,



  “Save, O Lord, your people,
  the remnant of Israel.”
 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north,
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
 among them the blind and the lame,
  those with child and those in labor, together;
  a great company, they shall return here.
 9With weeping they shall come,
  and with consolations I will lead them back,
 I will let them walk by brooks of water,
  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
 for I have become a father to Israel,
  and Ephraim is my firstborn.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 126 — spoken responsively by verse

 1When the Lord restored the for- | tunes of Zion,
  then were we like | those who dream.
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with | shouts of joy.
  Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great | things for them.”
 3The Lord has done great | things for us,
  and we are | glad indeed.
 4Restore our for- | tunes, O Lord,
  like the watercourses | of the Negeb.
 5Those who | sowed with tears
  will reap with | songs of joy.
 6Those who go out weeping, carry- | ing the seed,
  will come again with joy, shoulder- | ing their sheaves.

A Reading from the Epistles —  Hebrews 7:23-28

23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing in
office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever. 25Consequently he is
able for all time to save those who approach God through him, since he always lives to make intercession
for them.
  26For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, separated from
sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, he has no need to offer sacrifices
day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those of the people; this he did once for all when he
offered himself. 28For the law appoints as high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of
the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation —  from Now the Feast and Celebration, page 7 “Gospel Verse”

*Gospel — Mark 10:46-52

The Gospel of Mark, the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

46As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind
beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out
and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried
out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And
they called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50So throwing off his
cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?”
The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made
you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “Wealthy vs. Blind: A Contrast in Commitment” Pastor Bill Nelsen

*Hymn —  no. 665 “Rise, Shine, You People!”

*Affirmation of Faith —  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*Prayers of Intercession

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.
Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout the world that serve as
centers of prayer and action. Empower missionaries, teachers, healers, evangelists, and all who are sent to
share your song of joy. God of mercy, hear us as we pray.

Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant harvests. Strengthen and protect
all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie farmlands, to patio planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who
lovingly tend them. God of mercy, hear us as we pray.

Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build up the common good.
Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations, that peace extends in every direction. God of
mercy, hear us as we pray.

Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others. Comfort and strengthen all
who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing and relief to all who are sick. God of mercy, hear us as we
pray.

Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire generosity in us, so that we work
toward making disciples of all nations. God of mercy, hear us as we pray.

Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our faith. Give us courage to follow in
hope until you gather us all around your table of abundance. God of mercy, hear us as we pray.

Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly pray together the prayer Christ taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Offering
Please leave an offering in the basket outside the sanctuary, mail a check to the office, or give online: https://tithe.ly/give?c=283920.

Offering Prayer
Jesus of Nazareth,
In scripture we hear of a woman who gave her last coin away.
You pointed her out, but you did not say, “Go and do likewise.”

So we cannot help but wonder—did you point her out to ask,
“Why does this one have so little when others have so much?”
Did you point her out to help us see the injustice that led to her
suffering?

Maybe.

So today, for her, and for you, and for every person who cannot
afford to give to God
And put food on the table, we offer our gifts.
We pray that you would use them for your good.

Right what is wrong. Balance the
systems of injustice.
Use these gifts to build the world that
we can only imagine
But you can bring forth.
In hope we pray, Amen.

https://tithe.ly/give?c=283920


Departing to Serve God’s World
Temple Talk & Announcements

*Sending Hymn —  no. 548 “Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen”

*Blessing
May the God of our faithful worship go with you,
may we look to Christ as our teacher of true stewardship,
and may the Spirit guide us to generously give
what each of us has to offer in this time and place. Amen.

*Benediction Liturgy —  from Now the Feast and Celebration, page 15 “May God Bless and Keep Us”

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Worship faithfully; give generously. Thanks be to God!

*Postlude —  “Trumpet Tune in D” David N. Johnson
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Announcements
● Kwik Trip cards can be purchased in the office this morning.
● Altar flowers are given by Tom Nelsen in memory of Linda Nelsen.

Prayers
We pray for Mary Pieklo, mother of Bob & Rhoda Stenson’s daughter-in law.
We pray for Betty Thompson’s sister Nancy Maag who is recovering from surgery.
We lift up prayers for those on our long-term list: Gwen Weldon, Tom and Deb Johnson, Tom Michels, Abigail
Christenson, Betty Gustafson, Elgene Lund, Chuck Petry, Bob Cady, Joan Williams, Myrene Bunge, Glen Stryker, and
Urusla McRostie; and we pray for for all those families continuing to adjust to the loss of loved ones, including the
families of Tom Stenson, Mary Lee Denley, Marion Peterson, and Bob Isenberg.


