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           Pastor Alan Bray  

September 2017 

 

 

 

Greetings in Christ! 

 

Because this is my last Heartbeat contribution, it should by all rights be a “humdinger” of 

an article.  But, I think it’s far better to keep things short and sweet.  So here goes… 

 

You may have heard that Pastor Ted Kunze has agreed to be the Intentional Interim Pas-

tor at First Lutheran Church beginning September 20th.  Pastor Kunze comes with high-

est recommendations, and I’m certain that he will thoughtfully guide FLC into an exciting 

new chapter of its life and ministry.  God’s blessings to Pastor Kunze and to each of you 

during this time of self-study, dreaming and preparation for the calling a new settled pas-

tor! 

 

As for me, the only thing left to say is “Thank you!”  First Lutheran Church has been 

such a joyful, welcoming and enjoyable church home for Gretchen, Julia and me.  We 

will deeply miss being a part of this amazing congregation. 

 

Please know that it has been an honor, a privilege and joy to serve First Lutheran!   As 

our friend Don Holmstrom used to say, “You’re the best!”  Thanks for allowing me to be 

your pastor for the past seventeen years!  I am truly grateful for your trust In me and 

thankful that we’ve been able to accomplish so much together! 

 

As you may remember, Gretchen, Julia and I will continue to live in St. Peter.  Conse-

quently, while I cannot be your pastor anymore, the three of us Brays happily anticipate 

the continuation of our friendships with you.  

 

Thanks again for your commitment to Jesus Christ…and for your love for me and my 

family!   God’s peace to each and every one of you! 

 

Affectionately, 

 

Pastor Alan Bray 



                                                                                                                   

Worship & Arts/News & Notes 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED Into the future on Monday, January 8, 2018, FLC is hosting the Nebraska Wesleyan University 
Choir on their winter tour! The program is free and open to the public. As a bonus perk, NWU happens to be Cantor Emi-
ly's alma mater; she highly recommends this concert! Host families are needed for this event! Please contact Emily by call-
ing her through the church office or by emailing her at musicflcstp@gmail.com if you can provide a bed (single or shared), a 
shower, and breakfast for two (or three!) college students on Monday, January 8th! We will also cater a dinner for the stu-
dents before the concert, so your set-up and/or clean-up help will be appreciated! 
 

REFORMATION 500 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

SEPTEMBER 17 - Lutheran-Catholic Common Prayer Service 

You are invited to a festive day of celebration and reflection with our Catholic brothers and sisters in Saint Peter. Dr. Dirk 

Lange from Luther Seminary will be our guest preacher and lead the First Forum discussion at FLC in the morning. At 2:00 

p.m., Dr. Lange will give a lecture at the Church of Saint Peter regarding the Lutheran-Catholic Common Prayer service and 

his role in its creation. At 3:00 p.m., First Lutheran, Trinity Lutheran, and the Church of Saint Peter will join together 

in Common Prayer: From Conflict to Communion and celebrate that we are all united in Christ. Our Catholic community has 

graciously offered to host this event; all are welcome and encouraged to attend! 
 

OCTOBER 14 - Reformation Conference 

Whose Neighbor Are We? Reformation, Reconciliation, Re-Vision 

Sign up today! Visit http://bit.ly/WhoseNeighbor or contact eventsflcstp@gmail.com to register as an FLC member. As a 
thank you to all members who have donated and continue to donate to make our Reformation 500 Celebration year a success, just pay for lunch; 
your registration fee is waived! 

OCTOBER 29 - Reformation Sunday will be a festival occasion at FLC. We will have one joint service at 10:00 a.m. followed 

by a catered meal and theater presentation. More info coming soon! 
 

COMING SOON: EXPLORING LITURGY  Beginning on September 10th, we will explore the German Mass published by 

Martin Luther roughly a half century ago in 1526. His desire was for people to hear the word, and we still use many of his 

suggestions and guidelines today. Come early on September 10th for the prelude time to learn “Kyrie! God, Father” (ELW 

409) and “Isaiah in a Vision Did of Old" (Sanctus, ELW #868). We will sing parts of the German Mass through September 

and October, concluding on Reformation Sunday.  More Reformation 500 information can be found on page 5. 

A Word of  Thanks 

As members of First Lutheran Resurrection Cemetery Committee, we wish to express our sincere thanks to the 

parties who made possible the erection of an arched sign at Resurrection Cemetery, which is owned by First Lu-

theran Church.   

• To the Resurrection Cemetery who voted to erect an iron arched sign at the  cemetery 

• To Dale Haack who provided the basic design and the location of the sign 

• To the county planning and zoning office (Mandy Landkamer and John Hammel) for the guidance in the var-

iance request to have the height and set back of the sign approved 

• To Arnie Lillo (who built the sign) and to Randy Wells (who erected the sign) both of whom completed the 

sign in an excellent and timely manner 

• To all contributors to the completion of the sign project. 

• To Pastor Bray’s words of dedication—remembering those who have gone before us and welcoming everyone 

to this peaceful cemetery setting. 

                                      

The Cemetery Committee 

mailto:musicflcstp@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/WhoseNeighbor
mailto:eventsflcstp@gmail.com


Interim Pastor 

 
 

It is a pleasure to share that the Congregational Council has invited Pastor Ted Kunze to serve as interim pastor at 

First Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Kunze and his wife, Marcia, are eager to move to St. Peter as Pastor Kunze will transition from being a called 

pastor in Slayton, MN to start interim ministry work. We anticipate he will be with us approximately one year during 

this time of congregational study, visioning, and calling a new pastor.  

 

Among the reasons why he was selected are because he is calm, friendly, a good listener, positive, a gentle yet effec-

tive leader, a strong preacher, and has a deep love for the church and pastoral care. He is also respected among pastors 

and the Synod staff.  

 

FLC will be his first experience as an interim pastor, yet there is confidence he will step in to this role and this new 

chapter in his ministry with ease. He is familiar with the interim ministry process, the steps and the tools for the tran-

sition work, and has worked with interim pastors in his career.  

 

Pastor Kunze will start on September 20. Pastor Alan and the staff have made a plan so the staff are prepared to man-

age the operations of the church for the time between Pastor Alan’s retirement and Pastor Kunze’s start date. We are 

grateful for many members of the congregation who are helping during this time of transition. 

 

We are also grateful for the prayers you continue to offer for our congregation during this time of transition. On Sep-

tember 24 Pastor Kunze will preaching and will provide informal comments and answering questions during the fel-

lowship/Christian Education time in the Gathering Space. 

 

Sincerely, 

Barb Larson Taylor 

Congregational Council President 

 

Hello!  I’m Pastor Ted Kunze, and I will start serving as your Interim Pastor on September 20th.  I thought 

you might want to know a little bit about me. 

I grew up in Minneapolis, and graduated from North High School.  I was a Gustie, graduating in 1976, and 

went on to Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary (now part of Luther) where I got my Master of Di-

vinity (MDiv) in 1980.  Later, I did graduate work through the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago, 

earning my Doctor of Ministry (DMin.) in Preaching in 2006. 

Marcia and I have been married 39 years.  We have three daughters and two grandchildren—Sarah and 

Paul Bliss and Amelia in Seattle, Karen Kunze in Minneapolis, and Beth and Jared Schwanz and Liam in 

Jamestown, ND. 

This will be my first time doing Interim ministry, but I have 37 years of experience as a parish pastor.  I 

served as Pastor at St. Paul’s, Minneota and Spring Creek of rural Clarkfield 1980-85; Augustana Lutheran 

in St. James 1985-2006, and at Christ Lutheran, Slayton and Faith Lutheran, Avoca since 2006.  Also, for 

the last 2 1/2 years I have been working a few hours a week as the Shetek Conference Minister, assisting 

our Synod staff down in the Southwestern corner of our state. 

In my free time I enjoy reading, gardening, and travel. 

As your Interim Pastor I will try to continue the good pastoral care that you received from Pastor Bray, and 

also help the congregation look towards the future of your mission in this area and the world.  After some 

goals and priorities are set we will look at what kind of staffing is needed, and what characteristics you 

need in your next pastor.  When that pastor is called, my work is done!  I look forward to working with you 

as we serve Christ together. 



Building Fund 
 



Stewardship Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seven Key Faith Practices in a Christian Disciple’s Daily Life 

As we look back on the 500 years since the Reformation and we look forward to FLC’s Celebration Sun-
day (October 1) we focus on what Martin Luther had to say about these discipleship practices: 

 
INVITE 

“Learn from this, then, that our neighbor is to be sought as lost sheep.” 
ENCOURAGE 

“Everything that is done in the world is done by hope.” 
PRAY! 

“God wants us to pray, and God wants to hear our prayers – not because we are worthy, but because 
God is merciful.” 

STUDY 

“The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after me; it has hands, it lays hold of me.” 
SERVE 

“A Christian is the most free lord of all, and subject to none; a Christian is the most dutiful servant of all, 
and subject to everyone.” 

WORSHIP 

“To gather with God’s people in united adoration of the Father is as necessary to the Christian life as 
prayer.” 
GIVE 

“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I have placed in God’s 
hands, that I still possess.” 

 

Sunday Morning Study of Luther’s Small Catechism 

Beginning September 17, 2017 9:30 a.m. Pioneer Parlor 
We will begin with the Apostles’ Creed 

“The 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 is an opportunity to join your sisters and brothers in 
the ELCA in a year-long emphasis on reading and studying the Small Catechism together. 

Retired pastors and Gustavus profs who are members of FLC will lead the class with a healthy mix of 
teaching and discussion. These sessions are for all members and others who are interested in learning 
the catechism for the first time or for review.  Let’s share our experiences and insights. 

Free copies of the small catechism will be available.  A larger edition will be available for a nominal fee. 
 Feel free to pop in anytime.  Bob Stenson will teach the first two classes on September 17 and 24. See 
you in class! 

 

Movie Night - October 4th 6:15-8:00 p.m.: Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World 

The rousing adventure story of Martin Luther's life, following his bold quest for truth—a journey that would 

reshape the church, and the world will be shown in the north end of the dining hall at 6:15 PM. Wednesday 

Supper will be served 5:30-6:10 PM. The movie will take the place of confirmation and worship that night. 

All are welcome to attend! Please RSVP for supper by October 1st via this link: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScRaZgK5CqzK-HI5O_2xXbHQZ9gi2h6ebPcIx1Ek1Vge3YBUw/viewform 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScRaZgK5CqzK-HI5O_2xXbHQZ9gi2h6ebPcIx1Ek1Vge3YBUw/viewform


September 2017

Sunday Monday Tuesday 

     

   

 

  

3 

13th Sunday after Pentecost                                            

9:00 a.m. Worship                                                        

10:00 a.m. Fellowship                                                   

4 LABOR DAY 

OFFICE CLOSED—No Activities 

 

5 

 

6 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation                

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

5:30 p.m.  Worship                                                               

10 

14th Sunday after Pentecost                       

Backpack Blessing                                      

God’s Work, Our Hands                                             

9:00 a.m. Worship                                                        

10:00 a.m. Fellowship                                                   

11 

7:00 a.m. Executive Committee                        

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

9:30 a.m. Adult Study 

6:35 p.m. Welcoming Committee 

12 

11:00 a.m. Staff Support 

11:30 a.m. Christian Education (GAC) 

6:00 p.m. Building & Grounds 

6:30 p.m. Social Ministry 

7:00 p.m. Altar Guild 

13 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation                

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                         

3:00 p.m. WOW Begins                                                      

6:00 p.m. Confirmation orientation                                      

7:15 p.m. Worship                                                                                                            

17 

15th Sunday after Pentecost/Bible Presentation  

8:15 a.m. Worship                                           

9:15 a.m. Fellowship                                                 

9:30 a.m. Education                                                     

10:30 a.m. Worship                                          

2:00 p.m. Lecture at Church of St. Peter          

3:00 p.m. Common Prayer Service (Church of 

St. Peter)         

18 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

9:30 a.m. Adult Study 

 

 

19 

7:00 p.m. Council 

20 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                            

11:00 a.m. SPAM  (Union Presbyterian)          

3:00 p.m. WOW                                                       

5:00 p.m. Youth Handchimes                     

5:30 p.m. Supper                                                      

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                        

7:15 p.m. Worship                                       

24 

16th Sunday after Pentecost                               

8:15 a.m. Worship                                           

9:15 a.m. Fellowship/Meet Pastor Kunze                                                

9:30 a.m. Education                                                     

10:30 a.m. Worship                                                                  

4-6:30 p.m. Confirmation Mentor Event                            

 

 

25 

9:15 a.m.  Morning Prayer 

9:30 a.m. Adult Study 

 

 

     

26 

9:00 a.m.. Mission Quilters 

 

 

 

 27 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                                       

5:00 p.m. Youth Handchimes                     

5:30 p.m. Supper                                                      

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                        

7:15 p.m. Worship                                                              

 

                    



September 2017 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   

 1 

 

2 

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation                

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

5:30 p.m.  Worship                                                                

 7 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

 

 

 

8 

 

  9 

9:00 a.m. Kitchen Cleaning   

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation                

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                         

3:00 p.m. WOW Begins                                                      

6:00 p.m. Confirmation orientation                                      

7:15 p.m. Worship                                                                                                                         

14 

8:00 a.m. Finance Committee 

9:00 a.m. Stewardship Committee 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

 

 

 

15 

 

 

16 

 

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                            

11:00 a.m. SPAM  (Union Presbyterian)          

3:00 p.m. WOW                                                       

5:00 p.m. Youth Handchimes                     

5:30 p.m. Supper                                                      

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                        

7:15 p.m. Worship                                        

21 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

222 

 

23 

 

7:00 a.m.  Men’s Conversation (GAC)    

8:30 a.m.  Staff                                                        

3:00 p.m. WOW                                                       

5:00 p.m. Youth Handchimes                     

5:30 p.m. Supper                                                      

6:15 p.m. Confirmation                                        

7:15 p.m. Worship                                                               

                    

28 

12-6:00 p.m. Blood Drive (DH) 

2:00 p.m. Text Study 

29 30 



 Fellowship Committee/News & Notes 

 

 

   Fellowship News 
As a newly-formed Fellowship Committee makes plans for the coming year, we ask your help in fulfilling 
our mission, by reminding each member that your name has been assigned to a Monthly Serving List.  
The lists have been compiled for the purpose of preparing and serving food for events, funerals, and (last 
but certainly not least) Coffee Fellowship. 
 
The monthly lists are balanced by the office staff, but you may elect to choose a month that is preferable 
for you by entering that month on the “Working in the Vineyard” survey, or by notifying the church office.   
 
If you are not called during your month, you may be called at an alternate time, depending on the number 
of events in any given month.   
“Super Servers” (those who serve above and beyond one month) are greatly appreciated! 
 
Monthly coordinators will notify you when your help is needed.  Please consider volunteering to be a 
monthly coordinator, as the coordinators are vital sails in the service ship.   
 
Young and old are welcome to help serve events and coffee fellowship;  families, couples, and individuals 
are especially invited to “Sponsor a Coffee Hour” on a Sunday when you would like to celebrate a spe-
cial event in your life with your church community.  Please consider hosting Fellowship as a way to recon-
nect with other members, celebrate an event or meet new faces! 
 
More updates to come...please contact Betty Thompson at 934-3164 if you have questions!  Thank you for 
your willing and joyful service! 
 
The Fellowship Committee    
 

 

Live Nativity! 
 
On Saturday December 9th, 2017 Live Nativity from 5 to 9pm will take place at First Lutheran 
Church.  Wondering what the Live Nativity is?  It is a community event in which the story of Jesus birth is 
portrayed.  Live actors stand outside the church, in silence, while music plays and cars drive by to take in 
the wonder of the Shepherds and sheep, Wiseman, Angels and the manger with Mary, Joseph and baby 
Jesus.   
 
We will need volunteers to help with sewing costumes, dressing actors, actors, set up of the signs, man-
ger, lighting, directing traffic, collecting food donations and money for the food shelf.  We will also take do-
nations of any wigs from Halloween you may have that you no longer use in your house for costumes.    
 
If you are interested in volunteering for this event -  Please contact Kim Neubauer (381-6452) or Amy 
Pehrson at apehrson@gustavus.edu and 340-4073. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Has it been awhile since you have assisted in a worship service or maybe you never have but would like to 
give it a try?  Please check your calendar and find a role that fits!   
Check our easy sign-up site:  Worship Assistant Sign Up 

http://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=c.SignUpSearch&eid=0BC6C0D9F4C9FB67&cs=09B1BAD98FCD8B6C7B0B640E5BB49BC9


Christian Education 
 

 



Christian Education 

 

 

 



 

SEPTEMBER SERVICE LIST  

Coordinator:  Mary Ann Scharf 

Greg & Julie Aune 

Laurie Blomgren 

Galen & Kari Bly 

Craig & Teri Campbell 

Laura Dietrich 

Ken & Beth Eichmann 

Sylvia Hahn 

Bonnie & Harry Hunt 

Joel & Susan Jackson 

Edward Johnson 

Larry & Janice Johnson 

Paul & Dorothy Lutz 

Brenda McHugh 

Brian & Alyssa Thibert Nelson 

Marwood & Ginger Neilson 

Pat & Amy Pehrson 

Rick & Janet Prososki 

Dave & Rachel Ribar 

Ken & Patsy Rossow 

Jesse & Tammy Samuelson 

Bob & Lauren Shoemaker   

T. Stanley & Carol Solberg 

Mike & Lynn Torkelson 

Dawn Wenner 

Thank You for sharing your time and talent! 

 Prayer Ventures 

Prayer Ventures are available in 

the FLC website at www.flcstp.org.    

Paper copies are also available on 

the table in the narthex near the      

Gathering Space. 

 

Financial Notes:                        

Through July 31, 2017 

 

Income         $ 299,044 

Expenses      $ 284,411 

Balance         $ 14,633 

Working in the Vineyard 

The 2017-18 forms are available in paper copy 

on the tables in the narthex. Or, for your    

convenience, the can be completed online at: 

http://bit.ly/WorkingVineyard 

We thank you for your willingness to serve.  

Without your time and talents, it would be dif-

ficult to carry out our many ministries and 

programs that are of benefit to so many people. 

 

                  Red Cross Blood Drive at FLC 

         September 28th Noon-6:00 p.m. 

 
                                         To schedule an appointment:  
http://www.redcrossblood.org/rcbmobile/drive/chooseDonationTime.jsp 

 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/rcbmobile/drive/chooseDonationTime.jsp


 

Renewed by Christ in Word, water, bread and wine, we serve the community and the world 

1114  Traverse Road 

St. Peter MN 56082 

Welcome to First Lutheran Church 

Phone: 507-934-3060 

Fax: 507-934-3847 

E-mail: mlemyre@flcstp.org 

Address Service 

Requested 

We’re on the 

Web!  

www.flcstp.org 

Worship Schedule  
 

Public Access Channel 7  

TV broadcast 

3:00 p.m.  Sunday 

6:00 p.m. Monday 

8:00 a.m. Tuesday 

11:30 a.m. Sunday 

Summer Sunday Worship Schedule  through September 10                                                                 
9:00 a.m.  Worship                                                                                         

10:00 a.m.  Fellowship       

Fall Sunday Worship Schedule begins September 10 

8:15 a.m. Worship                                                                                                           

9:15 a.m. Fellowship                                                                                                         

9:30 a.m. Education                                                                                                             

10:30 a.m. Worship 

Weekday Worship                                                                                       
Monday 9:15 a.m. Prayer                                                                                            

Wednesday 5:30 p.m. Worship (Wednesday evening worship will return to its 

usual 7:15 p.m. time effective September 13) 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Lutheran-Church-of-St-Peter/118370501506575

