
April 10, 2022
An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are invited to read responses found in bold.

You are welcome to sing during worship if you are vaccinated!
Welcome to First Lutheran Church!

Palm Sunday

Prelude  — “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” Setting by Jason W. Krug
Handbell Small Ensemble

*Proclamation
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

*Processional Gospel   — Luke 19:28-40
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 19th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

28After he had said this, [Jesus] went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
  29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent
two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there
a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying
it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 32So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told
them. 33As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They
said, “The Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they
set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now
approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to
praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen, 38saying,
 “Blessed is the king
  who comes in the name of the Lord!
 Peace in heaven,
  and glory in the highest heaven!”
39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop.” 40He answered,
“I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



*Children’s Sermon

*Proclamation
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest!

*Procession
At this time, all are invited to join in a procession of palms with the children around the sanctuary.

*Processional Hymn  — no. 525 “You Are Holy”

*Palm Sunday Litany
It is holy to gather.
It is holy to sing.
It is holy to be generous, to throw our coats on the road.
It is holy to celebrate justice when we see it.
It is holy to shout, “Hosanna!”
It is holy to remember.
It is holy to gather.
It is holy to sing.
Here and now, let us do all of these things.



*Prayer of the Day
May God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Holy God, sometimes life feels like a parade rushing by us as we stand on the sidelines and try not to miss
it! There are hundreds of things that catch our eye, but the thing we fear missing the most is you. So, slow
down the speed on this parade. Paint the colors of this world a little brighter. And dance through the
words in our scripture passage until it is almost impossible for us to miss you there. God we are here. We
are trying to pay attention. In Jesus’ name, gratefully we pray, amen.

Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering

Hymn no. 346 “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!”

The Passion of Our Lord
as told from the gospel of Luke

We turn to Luke’s gospel to hear his account of Jesus’ last night
with his disciples and his arrest, sentencing, and execution.

Throughout the telling of this story, elements of our congregation’s typical worship order
appear in different places to highlight the experiences of Jesus and his followers.

*The Last Supper   —   Luke 22:14-23
*Lord’s Prayer

God, we are amazed by you. Your love never runs out, so bring that never-ending love here.
Together we pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to the Table

Jesus has always been one to invite.
He said, “Drop your nets and follow me.”
He said, “Let the little children come.”
He said, “Stand up from your mat, you are healed.”
Jesus has always been one to invite, and that has not changed.

So friends, you are invited to this Table. Each and every one of us—with our doubts, our fears, our scars,
our joy, our dreams, our hopes, our questions—we are invited to God’s table.
And here we will be met. Here we will be fed. Here we are given a taste of an expansive life that is full to
the brim with love, overflowing with joy.

So come. Not because you must, but because you can.
Come. You are invited. This Table is for you.

Distribution of Communion

Lamb of God — pg. 164, front of hymnal, from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Setting Five

Communion Blessing & Prayer



The Dispute   —   Luke 22:24-38

Reflection  — “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow” Setting by Stephen DeCesare
Lauren Russell, viola

The Mount of Olives   —   Luke 22:39-46

Hymn   — no. 348, sung two times, then once more following the prayers “Stay with Me”

Prayers of Intercession
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, and all who are in need.

We pray for the church, called to follow Jesus in the way of the cross. Make us unflinching servants of the
gospel. Deliver us from hardship as we confront the forces of injustice and practice radical compassion.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For the children and youth in our congregation and community: guide them in their learning the heart of
the Christian message this Holy Week. Offer your guidance to the Saint Peter High School Band as they
continue their travels in Italy. May they learn from new cultural experiences and grow as global citizens.
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For those in positions of authority called to lead with integrity and compassion: Supply them with
courage and vulnerability when challenged with new ideas. Deliver them from fear that limits imagination
and impedes justice. Guide all toward peace to end the war in Ukraine. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For those who suffer, waiting expectantly for mercy and consolation: Accompany those who feel
abandoned or betrayed, defend those who are wrongly accused, and embrace those who are incarcerated
or detained. Heal those who are ill. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

For Christians around the world, preparing this week to journey with Jesus to the cross: Reveal to us once
again the earthshaking power of humble service, unmerited forgiveness, and sacrificial love. Lead us all
from death to life. Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Betrayal   —   Luke 22:47-53

Hymn   — “JEFFERSON” Setting by Anne Krentz Organ
Rebecca Carpenter, flute

Jesus went out to a garden to a quiet place to pray. In the night, a crowd came round him, led by Judas on their way.
They seized Jesus to arrest him; someone near then drew a sword. Soon a slave was injured, suffering there beside our suffering Lord.

Jesus spoke to stop the violence: "Put your sword back in its place." Then he touched the slave and healed him in a moment filled with grace.
For as violence leads to violence causing more distress and pain —so compassion in abundance is a witness to God's reign.

-Carolyn Winfrey Gillette



The Denial   —   Luke 22:54-65

*Hymn   — no. 349, Stanzas 1 & 2 “Ah, Holy Jesus”

*Confession and Forgiveness

Just as Peter denies Jesus on the night of his arrest, we also put ourselves first and fail to be true to our
word. Let us confess our sin and seek reconciliation with God and neighbor.

The word ‘hosanna’ is often sung with joy and glee on this day. We process in, we wave palm branches,
and it feels like a celebration. But the truth is, the word ‘hosanna’ actually means, “save us.” The people
along that parade route so many years ago were crying out to Jesus for help, because they knew—this
world is not as it should be. There is still too much hurt here. They were crying, “Save us!” In the prayer of
confession, we have our own hosanna moment, because we cry out to God, admitting the ways in which
we have fallen short, and we ask for God’s saving hand. So friends, let us pray together, for there is still too
much hurt here.

God of street parades and hosannas,
we know that you are counting on us to
speak out against oppression,
to speak up for love and to speak hope to fear,
but so often we are silent.
We worry that we’ll say the wrong thing,
so we don’t say anything at all.
We worry that we’ll offend,
so we keep our convictions to ourselves.
We worry that we’ll speak up
and won’t be heard,
so we stay silent.
And meanwhile, the parade marches on.
Unravel our fears. Spark conviction in us.
Give us the courage to yell, “Hosanna!”

Holy One,
we confess that we have wandered far from you:
we have not trusted your promises,
we have ignored your prophets in our own day,
we have squandered our inheritance of grace,
we have failed to recognize you in our midst.
Have mercy on us!
Forgive us and turn us again to you.
Teach us to follow in your ways,
assure us again of your love,
and help us to love our neighbor.
Amen.

Friends, even when we are silent, even when we are scared, even when we miss the moment, even when
we choose to speak and say the wrong thing—we belong to God. There is nothing said or unsaid, done or
undone that can undo that, so rest in this good news:  in ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
We are forgiven. We are known. We belong to God, every day and always. Amen.

The Trial   —   Luke 22:66-23:25

Reflection   — “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Setting by Hal Hopson
Lauren Russell, viola

The Crucifixion  —   Luke 23:26-43
Hymn   — no. 616, sung three times “Jesus, Remember Me”



The Death and Burial  —   Luke 23:44-56

Reflection   — “O Mensch, bewein’ dein Sünde groß, BWV 402” Johann Sebastian Bach
Arrangement by Toshio Hosokawa, Lauren Russell, viola

O man, weep for your great sins
Because of which Christ left his Father’s bosom

And came upon the earth;
From a young woman pure and gentle

He was born here for us.
He wanted to become our mediator,

To the dead he gave life
And removed in this way all sickness

Until the time came
When he was sacrificed for us,

Bore the heavy burden of our sins
For a long time on the cross.

-Tr. Catherine Winkworth

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians  — Philippians 2:5-11

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
 6who, though he was in the form of God,
  did not regard equality with God
  as something to be exploited,
 7but emptied himself,
  taking the form of a slave,
  being born in human likeness.
 And being found in human form,
  8he humbled himself
  and became obedient to the point of death—
  even death on a cross.

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him
  and gave him the name
  that is above every name,
 10so that at the name of Jesus
  every knee should bend,
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
 11and every tongue should confess
  that Jesus Christ is Lord,
  to the glory of God the Father.

*Sending Hymn   — no. 349, stanzas 3-5 “Ah, Holy Jesus”



*Blessing and Dismissal
In all of your living, and breathing, and being, may you find yourself full to the brim with God’s Holy
Spirit, and may it change your life. In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself—
go in peace, full to the brim. Thanks be to God.

You are invited into a time of silent prayer and reflection in the sanctuary.
Feel free to use the communion rail, and please depart in silence to respect those remaining for meditation.
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Pastor: Chris Culuris
Director of Music: Emily Bruflat
Audio/Video: Shanon Nowell, Finn Olson, Kallie Stadick
Acolytes: Graham Menning, Timothy Culuris

Greeter/Reader: Mary Spear, Dan Polzin
Ushers: Tom Thorkelson, Keith Stelter, Audrey Menning
Musicians: Lauren Russell, Rebecca Carpenter, Handbell Small Group

Announcements
● You are invited into Holy Week (worship dates and times on the back page). We have very special services

planned for the Three Days using our “Full to the Brim” worship themes. Thank you to all volunteers who
have signed up to help during this busy week!

● To support Lutheran Disaster Response to aid the people of Ukraine, you can make a donation
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response

● Our next forum will be held on Sunday, April 24. Former interim pastor Bill Nelsen, along with his
co-author Professor Darrell Jodock, will be with us to discuss the ideas in their new book Embracing
Diversity: Faith, Vocation, and the Promise of America. You are invited to attend.

● The Green Committee is hosting an event on Tuesday, April 26 at 7:00 p.m. called Pocket Prairie Planning.
Conservation Botanist Genevieve Brand will be leading a seminar to teach us how to start a small native
garden in your own yard. This is a free event - please bring a friend!

Prayers
● We lift up prayers for those on our long-term list: Tom and Deb Johnson, Abigail Christenson, Betty

Gustafson, Elgene Lund, Chuck Petry, Bob Cady, Joan Williams, Myrene Bunge, Glenn Stryker, Erika
Schuldt, Gloria Kane, Gwen Powell, Nancy Maag, Patricia Freiert, Urusla McRostie

● We pray for the families of those who have recently died: Mary Bell Gordenier
● We pray for all those families continuing to adjust to the loss of loved ones.
● We pray for the high school students on their band trip in Italy!

http://www.sanctifiedart.org
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response



