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Third Sunday of Easter 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 

 
 

 

Gathering in God’s Presence 
Prelude  —  from ELW Setting 6                                                                                                                     “Kyrie” 

 



 

Welcome 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

We bless you, risen Christ, 

that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

 

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in 

fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your 

life. 

Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life. 

To you be given all praise, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Canticle of Praise  —  from ELW Setting 6                                                         “Glory to God in the Highest” 

 



 

  



 

Prayer of the Day 

 

May God be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. 

 
Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your 
words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

Hearing & Responding to Scripture 

 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles  —  Acts 3:12-19 

 

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as 

though by our own power or piety we had made him walk?13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 

the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and 

rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy and 

Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, whom God 

raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this 

man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health 

in the presence of all of you. 

  17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18In this way God 

fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, 

and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 

 

Psalm Interpretation                                                                 “My Heart Listens to You” based on Psalm 16 

From Spark Story Bible Psalm Book: Prayers and Poems for Kids 

 
A Reading from the Epistles  —  1 John 3:1-7 
 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. 

The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; 

what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like 

him, for we will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that he was revealed 

to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either 

seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is 

righteous, just as he is righteous. 

  



 

Gospel Acclamation  —  from ELW Setting 6 

 
Gospel  — Luke 24:36b-48 

 

The Gospel of Luke, the 24th chapter. 
Glory to you, O God. 
 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37They were startled 

and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, 

and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch 

me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said 

this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 

wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 

43and he took it and ate in their presence. 

  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then 

he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of 

these things.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon  —  “You Have Been Commissioned”                                                      Interim Pastor Bill Nelsen 
 
 

  



 

Prelude Hymn  —  no. 374                                                                                                        “Day of Arising” 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Affirmation of Faith  —  Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
 
 



 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises 
to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

 
Living God, in the midst of Easter joy we are still filled with questions and wondering. Open our hearts 
and minds as we encounter the scriptures, so that the church embodies repentance and forgiveness in the 
name of Jesus to all nations. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Creating God, like a master artist you have fashioned the universe out of your love and delight. Heal your 
creation where it is in need of restoration. Provide all the inhabitants of earth a peaceful and sustainable 
home. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all, the nations hunger and thirst for your righteousness. Many call on you for guidance and 
strength. Answer their hopes with the peace of Christ and give your lovingkindness to national, state, and 
local leaders of people. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Healing God, you hear the cries of those in need and answer them in their distress. Grant to those who 
are sick and suffering your compassion and nurse them back to health and wholeness. Be close to the 
hearts of the lonely. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
Loving Parent, you have given us such love that we should be called the children of God. Reveal yourself 
to us so that we in this community of faith will become more and more like you in our mutual love and 
bold witness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
God of all times and ages, those who have died in you now see you as you are. We thank you for their 
lives among us. Assure us of the peace you have promised, that we may join them in everlasting life. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 
mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Offering 

Please remember to give financially to support our ministry. 
You can write a check and mail it to the church office or give online at https://tithe.ly/give?c=283920. 

 

 

Sharing the Meal 
 

The Great Thanksgiving and Preface 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

https://tithe.ly/give?c=283920


 

Sanctus  —  from ELW Setting 6 

 
Words of Institution 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Communion 
 

Please raise your bread up. The body of Christ given for you. Please eat the bread now. 

Please raise up your glass. The blood of Christ shed for you.  Please drink the wine/juice now. 

 

  



 

Lamb of God  —  from ELW Setting 6 

 

Departing to Serve God’s World 

 

Announcements 
 
Blessing 

 

May God, 
who comes to us 
in the things of this world, 
bless your eyes 
and be in your seeing. 
 
May Christ, 
who looks upon you 
with deepest love, 
bless your eyes 
and widen your gaze. 

May the Spirit, 
who perceives what is 
and what may yet be, 
bless your eyes 
and sharpen your vision. 
 
May the Sacred Three 
bless your eyes 
and cause you to see. 

 

Dismissal 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. You have been commissioned. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude  —  “Alleluia” from Exsultate Jubilate, K. 165                                      Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
Carrie Stelter, cello 
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Announcements 

 
Open for Business!  With the approval of the Health Advisory team and Executive committee, we will 
begin offering limited in-person service beginning Sunday, April 25!  What you need to know: 

● Physical distancing and spacing in the sanctuary only allows for app. 50 families and up to 100 people 
total. First come, first served – please email the office @ flcstpoffice@gmail.com or call 507 934-3060 to 
reserve a spot.  Please let us know how many in your family will be in attendance.  

● We need to protect each other - All COVID precautions will be in place:  Masks, physical distancing, 
sanitizing stations, etc. 

● Worship will be limited with no communion, singing, fellowship time, etc. 
● On-line worship on Facebook and our webpage will continue as it has for the past year. 
● We are sure there will be many things to work out, change, and adjust as we move towards normalcy, so 

please give us grace! 
 

Call Committee Volunteers:  The church Council is asking for suggestions and/or volunteers to serve on the 
call committee to select our next pastor. Please contact any Council member with your suggestion or if you wish 
to volunteer. Our constitution limits the committee to seven members selected by the Council. 
 

Spring 2021 Workday at the Cemetery:  Please take some time to help clean brush, rake, or remove trash/old 
decorations. Meet at the cemetery at 10 a.m. on Friday April 23rd, (make-up April 30th). Please bring work 
gloves, power saws, hedge trimmers, rakes, leaf bags, and/or a trailer to haul brush. Masks are required to be 
worn. If interested call the office 507 934-3060 or email Tom Thorkelson, tork@gustavus.edu; or Barbara 
Wilkinson, swilkins@gustavus.edu.  
 
FLC’s Embracing Diversity Friday Forum:  Join us Friday, April 23rd from noon to 1:00 p.m. This forum 
addresses Housing:  Every Human’s Right: An up-close and personal look at housing instability and 
homelessness in our community.  To Register go to our website at www.flcstp.org, find Quick Links, click on the 
registration button or go to the FLC Facebook page and find the advertisement.  
 
MN Foodshare Campaign Results: As a new participant for the drive, First Lutheran members donated $1,230 
and 127 lbs. of food and other items. Thanks to everyone who supported this cause and drive! 
 
Saint Peter Local Public Access Channel Weekly Worship Schedule: Join us weekly Sunday mornings at 
11:30 am and later at 3:00 pm.  Additional broadcasts happen Monday at 6:00 pm and Tuesday at 8:00 am. 
 
Prayer Concerns: We are called to remember John Holte, Tom Johnson, Tom Michels, Dick Muesing, Abigail 
Christenson, Betty Gustafson, Elgene Lund, Tom Stenson, Chuck Petry, Paul Aasen, Bob Cady, Marion Peterson, 
Joan Williams, Myrene Bunge, Bob Meeks, Jan Skolsvik  and one another in prayer. We lift-up prayers of healing 
for all others in our personal prayers this week including Amy Ronnkvist’s mother, Kathy Matthews. We also 
pray for the family of Eunice Amos and all families who mourn the loss of loved ones. 
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