
First Lutheran Church 🟔 Saint Peter, Minnesota

Resurrection of Our Lord
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021

Gathering in God’s Presence

Prelude —  “On Earth Has Dawned this Day of Days” Setting by Hal Hopson
Bonse Aba Singers; Handchimes

Call to Worship

This new day is fresh with possibility to encounter the Living Christ.
With bright eyes, let us search.

This new day is fresh with possibility to understand the Living Christ.
With engaged minds, let us ponder.

This new day is fresh with possibility to be moved by the Living Christ.
With compassionate hearts, let us feel.

This new day is fresh with possibility to respond to the Living Christ.
With solid devotion, let us follow.

This new day is fresh with possibility to serve the Living Christ.
With humble intention, let us act.

This new day is fresh with possibility to praise the Living Christ.
With strong voices, let us sing.



Gathering Hymn —  no. 384                                                              “That Easter Day with Joy was Bright”
Setting by Karen Lakey Buckwalter

Welcome

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ,
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ,
for these waters where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ,
that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we
hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we
share your life.
Make us one, risen Christ.
Cleanse our hearts.
Shower us with life.
To you be given all praise,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God,
now and forever. Amen.



Canticle of Praise —  from ELW Setting 6 “Glory to God in the Highest”





Prayer of the Day

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

Living God,
who came to this world
and entered human pain,
come and be in every painful place in our lives,
be in every painful place in our world.

Living God,
who in the secret darkness rose from the grave,
come and be in the secret, dark places in our lives,
be in every secret, dark place in our world.

Living God,
who sent the women to proclaim the resurrection
to the frightened, imprisoned apostles,
come and empower us in every frightened, imprisoned place in our lives,
empower all in every frightened, imprisoned place in our world.

Living God, Risen Son, Easter God,
come and make us your living Church,
Your risen Church,
Your Easter Church,
in every place in our world. Amen.

Hearing & Responding to Scripture

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles —  Acts 10:34-43

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent
to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”



Gospel Acclamation —  from ELW Setting 6

Gospel — Mark 16:1-8

The Gospel of Mark, the 16th chapter.
Glory to you, O God.

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices,
so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun
had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone for
us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large,
had already been rolled back. 5As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe,
sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the
place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement
had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “Jesus Wins! We Win!” Interim Pastor Bill Nelsen



Hymn —  no. 365 “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”
Setting by Kevin J. Hildebrand

Compiled and led by the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians members and friends

Affirmation of Faith —  Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



Prayers of Intercession

In the joy and hope of this Easter morning,
we sing Alleluia with the fullness of hearts.
Christ is Risen! Love is stronger than Death! Alleluia!

In the joy and hope of this Easter morning,
in the midst of our singing and shouting,
we know there are those who are bewildered and sad.
We pray for those that have no hope,
for those who suffer from depression, loneliness, and fear.
We pray for those places and peoples in our world
where death and domination rule,
where imperial powers ignore the poor,
where war never ends,
where children are hungry,
where parents grieve,
where accidents happen and death abounds senselessly.

We pray for the global population
affected by a global pandemic for over a year,
where friends and family members became sick,
where millions have died,
where people have lost jobs and homes while the wealthy gain more wealth,
where vaccines have been developed and distributed,
where many have ignored or defied safety protocols and expert scientists,
where many others have cared for their neighbors,
where work and school and leisure and worship have looked
very different from what was once considered normal.
On this day of celebrating resurrection and renewal,
guide all of humanity in correcting the flaws in our systems
to create a better and more compassionate normal for everyone.

In the joy and hope of this Easter morning,
we realize the depth and breadth of what it means
to be your Easter people.
For we are the ones who are called
to go into the places in our lives and world
to work for justice and life for all in your Creation.
It is up to us to bear witness to the promise of resurrection,
to hold those in despair,
and believe for them,
that Love is stronger than death.

In the joy and hope of this Easter morning, O God,
give us the courage to bear your living Love
in every corner of our lives,
so that your peaceable realm will be so,
here on earth, as it is in heaven.

In the name of the Risen Christ, we pray, Alleluia! Amen.

Offering

Please remember to give financially to support our ministry.
You can write a check and mail it to the church office or give online at https://tithe.ly/give?c=283920.

https://tithe.ly/give?c=283920


Sharing the Meal

The Great Thanksgiving and Preface

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus —  from ELW Setting 6

Words of Institution
In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.



Communion

Please raise your bread up. The body of Christ given for you. Please eat the bread now.
Please raise up your glass. The blood of Christ shed for you.  Please drink the wine/juice now.

Lamb of God —  from ELW Setting 6

Departing to Serve God’s World
Announcements

Blessing

May God,
who comes to us
in the things of this world,
bless your eyes
and be in your seeing.

May Christ,
who looks upon you
with deepest love,
bless your eyes
and widen your gaze.

May the Spirit,
who perceives what is
and what may yet be,
bless your eyes
and sharpen your vision.

May the Sacred Three
bless your eyes
and cause you to see.

Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news that Jesus has won. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!



Sending Hymn —  no. 367                                                             “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”
Setting by Julian Wachner

Led by FLC Easter Choir and Brass Ensemble
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A Special Thanks from Marion Peterson; Thanks for all the prayers, cards, and phone calls. The good wishes
meant so much during my recovery especially Pastor Nelsen for his Sunday morning calls. I look forward to being
back to help fill a pew and raise the word “Amen.” You are certainly a wonderful group of people. Bless All
–Marion Peterson.

Prayer Concerns: We are called to remember John Holte, Tom Johnson, Tom Michels, Dick Muesing, Abigail
Christenson, Betty Gustafson, Elgene Lund, Tom Stenson, Chuck Petry, Paul Aasen, Bob Cady, Marion Peterson,
Joan Williams, Myrene Bunge, Curt Trygstad, Eunice Amos  and one another in prayer. We lift-up prayers of
healing for all others in our personal prayers this week. We also pray for the families of Marlene Hebb (sister of
Marcia Bunge and aunt of Isaac and Anja), and the family of Carol Trygstad, as they mourn the loss of loved ones.

First Lutheran Church’s Statement of Welcome!
Held in Christ, our Center, and living in grateful response to God’s love and grace, we welcome everyone, without
exception. We make known our gratitude and appreciation of all, including people of every race, sex, age, color,
creed, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital and familial status, physical and
mental ability, health status, socioeconomic situation, education level and political affiliation.

Please join with us as we seek to celebrate the image of God in all people, nurture meaningful relationships, and
share our collective gifts in response to the world’s deep hunger for hope, love, grace, justice, and peace.

Learn more about us at http://www.flcstp.org/welcome-to-flc.html

We Belong to the ELCA
“The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United
States. . . This is Christ's church. There is a place for you here. We are the church that shares a living, daring
confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person--questions, complexities and
all. Join us as we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.” Find more info at
https://elca.org/About

FLC Is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation
“The Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program is for
Lutheran communities that publicly welcome lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender people.” For more info,
visit https://www.reconcilingworks.org/

http://www.flcstp.org/welcome-to-flc.html
https://elca.org/About
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/


“We believe that God values and embraces each person as a beloved child, that the Spirit gives a diversity of gifts
for the common good, and that Jesus Christ calls us to work for justice.”


