August 17, 2025 +
10th Sunday after Pentecost

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are

invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

—

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

We Gather

Prelude -

Words of Welcome

*Hymn - see insert "Blessed Be Your Name”
*Confession and Forgiveness

P: In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life
you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in
doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our
bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of *F Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation. Amen.

*Apostolic Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*Kyrie - page 147, from ELW Setting Four
*Hymn of Praise - page 149, from ELW Setting Four
*Prayer of the Day

P: O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share your zeal for
truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following
your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

We Listen to God’s Word

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:23-29; pew Bible OT page 807
At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 82 the psalm will be spoken by whole verse
' God stands to charge the divine council assembled,
giving judgment in the midst of the gods:
2“How long will you judge unjustly,
and show favor to the wicked?
3Save the weak and the orphan;
defend the humble and needy;
4rescue the weak and the poor;
deliver them from the power of the wicked.
5They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
5Now I say to you, ‘You are gods,
and all of you children of the Most High;
7nevertheless, you shall die like mortals,
and fall like any prince.””
8 Arise, O God, and rule the earth,
for you shall take all nations for your own.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:29—12:2; pew Bible NT page 243
At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation - page 151, from ELW Setting Four

*Gospel: Luke 12:49-56; pew Bible NT page 77
Before the reading: The Gospel of Luke, the 12th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
At the conclusion of the reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Deacon Brenda Handel-Johnson



*Hymn - ACS 1084, see insert
*The Apostles Creed

P: Together let us profess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

*Prayers of Intercession

“God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

AM: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.

At the conclusion of each petition: Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

AM: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always

receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen.

*Sign of Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please offer one another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering - For electronic giving please see Refrigerator Page for QR code and Thank you!

*Offering Prayer

AM: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the

good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

We Share God'’s Holy Meal

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface — page 152, from ELW Setting Four

*Holy, Holy, Holy — page 153, from ELW Setting Four



*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

Together let us pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to the Table - P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.
Distribution of Communion - we will be serving Holy Communion continuously today.

“Lamb of God” - page 154, from ELW Setting Four
Hymn - no. 815 “I Want to Walk as a Child of Light ”
Hymn - no. 491 “Come, Let Us Eat”

Prayer After Communion

P: Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

We Go in Peace

Announcements
*Sending Hymn - no. 511 “Thy Strong Word”

*Blessing & Dismissal

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;

and the life of the Spirit *F bless you and give you peace. Amen.
AM: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude -

In Worship Today

Pastor: Chris Culuris Ushers: Communion Preparer:
Deacon: Brenda Handel-Johnson Director of Choirs: Sarah Communion Server:
Organist: David Fienen Chambers Audio/Video: Rachel Ribar

Assisting Minister: Nancy Timm Bread Baker: Marcia Kunze



God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me

O Christ, Surround Me
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Text: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967

Music: GREEN TYLER, Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
Text and music © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license,




FLC Refrigerator Page - take this home with you!

Find these announcements and more at www.flcstp.org

Worship, Education and Service:
e Betty Thompson and Carol Solberg will be serving fellowship after service today.

e Harvey and Gloria Kane provided the altar flowers in honor of their 70" wedding
anniversary!

e Next Hymn Sing - Sunday, August 31, during our 10am worship service.

e “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday is Sept. 7. Following worship, we will be serving at Union
Street Shelter and working here in the church as well.

¢ Wednesday night programming begins Sept. 10 with Dinner at 5:15pm; Worship at 6:15pm.
Events at FLC and around the area:

Bike and Walk: Wednesday, August 20, at 6:30pm. Meet in front of FLC.

Newsletter Deadline: please have your submissions in to Ryan by Wed., August 20.

Adult Bible Study begins Monday, September 8 with morning prayer at 9:30 a.m. followed by
class in the Conference Room at 9:45a.m. The study will focus on the First Letter of John. It will
be led by Bob Stenson and Will Freiert. All are welcome to attend!

The First Lutheran Mission Quilters would like to invite volunteers to join our group for tying
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. We meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9 a.m. at

church. For more information, contact Mary Long at (507) 380-7129 or Sharon Malm at (507)
383-2865.

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Elgene Lund, Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson,
Karen Wendroth, Paul Aasen, Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron Larson, Lenore
Schnobrich, Gloria Kane, David Ribar, Harvey Kane, Lisa Handel-Dalvand, Karen Handel, Erika
Schuldt, Laurie Dietrich, Dorothy Lutz and Jim Stenson.
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