August 31, 2025 +
12th Sunday after Pentecost

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are

invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

We Gather
Prelude Hymns- See insert ACS no. 942 “Every Time I Feel the Spirit
Words of Welcome
*Hymn - no. 315, vs. 1,3,5 “How Good, Lord, to Be Here!”

*Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life
you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in
doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our
bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of ++ Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation. Amen.

*Apostolic Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



*Kyrie - no. 592, vs. 1,3,4 “Just As I Am, without One Plea”
*Hymn of Praise - no. 731, vs. 1,4,5 “Earth and All Stars!”
*Prayer of the Day

P: O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. Give us the
humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Hymn - no. 661, vs. 1,3 “I Love to Tell the Story”
We Listen to God’s Word

First Reading: Proverbs 25:6-7a; pew Bible OT page 674

®Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great,
72 for it is better to be told, “Come up here,”
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.

At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm 91: no. 787, vs. 1,2,3 “On Eagle’s Wings”

Second Reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; pew Bible NT page 244
' Let mutual affection continue. > Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing
that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as
though you were in prison with them, those who are being tortured, as though you yourselves
were being tortured. # Let marriage be held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept
undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the
love of money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never leave
you or forsake you.” ® So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.
What can anyone do to me?”

7Remember your leaders, those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of
their way of life, and imitate their faith. ® Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever. > Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit
of lips that confess his name. *° Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.

At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Acclamation - no. 785, vs. 1 “It Is Well with My Soul”



Pericopes for the Day:

“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping me, from the
words of my groaning? O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but find no
rest. Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. In you our ancestors trusted; they
trusted, and you delivered them. To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and

were not put to shame.” (Psalm 22:1-5)

(Jesus said) “No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John

15:13)

“My eyes are spent with weeping; my stomach churns; my bile is poured out on the ground
because of the destruction of my people.” (Lamentations 2:11a & b)

“For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not
depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed says the Lord, who has

compassion on you.” (Isaiah 54:10)

(Jesus said) “My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.”

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new
every morning; great is your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, ‘therefore I will

hope in him.” (Lamentations 3:22-24)

At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Sermon

*Hymn - no 733
*The Apostles Creed
P: Together let us profess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

Pastor Chris Culuris

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness”

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the

dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.



*Prayers of Intercession

AM: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near.

At the conclusion of each petition: Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.

AM: Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always
receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen.

*Sign of Peace P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please offer one another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering - For electronic giving please see Refrigerator Page for QR code and Thank you!
Offering Music - “Duo for 2 cellos”, Opus 8 in G Ignaz Pleyel
*Offertory Hymn - no. 685, vs. 1,4 “Take My Life, That I May Be”

*Offering Prayer AM: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the
harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that
we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

We Share God’s Holy Meal

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface — page 152, from ELW Setting Four
*Holy, Holy, Holy — no. 413, v.1 “Holy, Holy, Holy!”
*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

Together let us pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to the Table - P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Distribution of Communion - we will be serving Holy Communion continuously today.
Hymn - no. 338 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”
Hymn - no. 807 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”



Prayer After Communion
P: Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out
by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

We Go in Peace

Announcements

*Sending Hymn - no. 884 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
*Blessing & Dismissal

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit *F bless you and give you peace. Amen.
AM: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude - “Duo for 2 violoncelles”, Op 50, no. 1 Jacques Offenbach

In Worship Today

Pastor: Chris Culuris Ushers: Tom Thorkelson Communion Preparer: Kristy
Deacon and Organist: Brenda Director of Choirs: Sarah Larson
Handel-Johnson Chambers Communion Server: Aileen Bipes

Assisting Minister: John Bipes Bread Baker: Diane Stewart Audio/Video: Brett Petersen
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Text: African American spiritual

Music: PENTECOST, African American spiritual; arr. Melva W. Costen, b. 1933
Arr. © 1990 Melva W. Costen, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

Worship, Education and Service:

e The Hayer Family will be serving fellowship after service today.



¢ “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday is Next Sunday, Sept. 7. Following worship, we
will be serving at Union Street Shelter and working here in the church to kick off our
month of service. There will be several more projects for people of all ages to
participate in throughout September.

e Wednesday night programming begins Sept. 10 with Dinner at 5:15pm; Worship at
6:15pm; Orientation at 6:45pm.

e Wednesday Night Meals: We need help with meal servers and clean-up
assistance in September. Meal preparers are set for the month. Hurray and thank
you! A sign up is available in the narthex or go to bit.ly/flcmealsg to sign up to help

serve the meal or assist with clean up. All ages are welcome to sign up and pitch in!
Events at FLC and around the area:

e The flower on the altar today is from Annalise Rivas in memory of George Rivas Sr.

¢ Adult Bible Study begins Monday, September 8 with morning prayer at 9:30 a.m.
followed by class in the Conference Room at 9:45a.m. The study will focus on the First
Letter of John. It will be led by Bob Stenson and Will Freiert. All are welcome to attend!

e The First Lutheran Mission Quilters would like to invite volunteers to join our group
for tying quilts for Lutheran World Relief. We meet the 4th Saturday of each month at g
a.m. at church. For more information, contact Mary Long at (507) 380-7129 or Sharon
Malm at (507) 383-286s5.

*You are invited to a Celebration and Appreciation Gala! On Friday, October 10 our
congregation will celebrate our generosity! Adults 21 and over are invited to a formal gala hosted
at Gustavus Adolphus College from 6:00-9:00pm. You can RSVP for this wonderful event using
the QR code in the newsletter or by calling or emailing the church office.

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Elgene Lund, Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson, Karen Wendroth, Paul Aasen,

Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron Larson, Lenore Schnobrich, Gloria Kane, David Ribar, Harvey Kane, Lisa Handel-
Dalvand, Karen Handel, Erika Schuldt, Laurie Dietrich, Paul Lutz, Dorothy Lutz and Jim Stenson.
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