August 3, 2025 ++
8th Sunday after Pentecost

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you
are invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

We Gather
Prelude - “What A Friend We Have arr arr. Carter
Words of Welcome
*Hymn -see insert for music "Come Let Us Worship God”

*Confession and Forgiveness
P: In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God, you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own
way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life
you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in
doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our
bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross of *F Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new
creation. Amen.

*Apostolic Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Kyrie - page 147, from ELW Setting Four



*Hymn of Praise - page 149, from ELW Setting Four
*Prayer of the Day

P: Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is
worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen

We Listen to God’s Word

First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23; pew Bible OT page 682
At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 49:1-12 the psalm will be sung by whole verse
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'Hear this, | all you peoples;
give ear, all you who dwell | in the world,
>you of high de- | gree and low,
rich and | poor together.
3 My mouth shall | speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on | understanding.
+I will incline my ear | to a proverb
and set forth my riddle up- | on the harp. R
5Why should I be afraid in | evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my | heels surrounds me,
°the wickedness of those who put their trust in | their own prowess,
and boast of | their great riches?
7One can never re- | deem another,
or give to God the ransom for an- | other’s life;
8 for the ransom of a life | is so great
that there would never be e- | nough to pay it,
9in order to live forev- | er and ever
and never ! see the grave.
" For we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stu- | pid they perish
and leave their wealth to those who come | after them.
" Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places from generation to | generation,
though they had named lands af- | ter themselves.
>Even though honored, they cannot | live forever;
they are like the | beasts that perish. R



Second Reading:

Colossians 3:1-11; pew Bible NT page 215

At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation - page 151, from ELW Setting Four

*Gospel:

Luke 12:13-21, pew Bible NT page 76

Before the reading: The Gospel of Luke, the 1ith chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

At the conclusion of the reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

*Hymn - no 589

*The Apostles Creed
P: Together let us profess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

Pastor Chris Culuris

“All Depends on our Possessing”

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the

dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

rayers of Intercession - Sung response before and after prayers as directed.
*Pray f Int Sung resp b d after pray directed

AM: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for
the needs of the world.

At the conclusion of each petition: God of grace, hear our prayer.

AM: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.



*Sign of Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please offer one another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering - For electronic giving please see Refrigerator Page for QR code and Thank you!
Offering Music - “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” J.S. Bach

*Offering Prayer AM: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the
harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we
may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

We Share God'’s Holy Meal

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface — page 152, from ELW Setting Four
*Holy, Holy, Holy — page 153, from ELW Setting Four
*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

Together let us pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to the Table - P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

Distribution of Communion - we will be serving Holy Communion continuously today.

“Lamb of God” - page 154, from ELW Setting Four
Hymn - no 793 “Be Thou My Vision”
Hymn - ACS 970 “We Come Now to Your Table”



We Come Now to Your Table, LLord

Prayer After Communion

P: Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out

by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Announcements

*Sending Hymn - no. 449

*Blessing & Dismissal

We Go in Peace

“We Know that Christ is Raised”

P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;

and the life of the Spirit I bless you and give you peace. Amen.
AM: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude - “Let All Thing Now Living”

arr. Nancy Raabe
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and now may ev - 'ry soul be fed with Liv - ing Bread.



Come., Let Us Worship God
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In Worship Today:
Pastor: Chris Culuris

Deacon and Musician: Brenda

Handel-Johnson

Assisting Minister: Aileen Bipes

Cellist: Carrie Stelter

Ushers:Tom Thorkelson, John

Communion Preparers: Diane

Nadeau Stewart
Director of Choirs: Sarah Communion Servers: Cindy
Chambers Nadeau

Bread Baker: Marcia Kunze

Audio/Video: Brett Peterson



FLC Refrigerator Page - take this home with you!

Find these announcements and more at www.flcstp.org

Worship, Education and Service:

e Carolyn Trnka and Carol Solberg will be serving coffee, lemonade, and snacks after service
today.

¢ Thank you to all who helped make Vacation Bible School possible: Jim and Kim Neubauer,
Jean and Gary Hayer, Andy and Brenda Johnson, Brenda McHugh, Joy Reese, Karly Sorensen,
Jess Hoenke, Nora Caven and Nihla Hoenke. Check out the photos in the square and on FB.

Events at FLC and around the area:

Join us for some Fun with First - We have 1 ticket for the Mankato Moon Dogs baseball game on
August 3. $10 gets you a ticket for the game and a meal. Please call Ryan or Karen in the church
office to get a ticket.

Our last outdoor service will be held on August 10, weather permitting.

The First Lutheran Mission Quilters would like to invite volunteers to join our group for tying
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. We meet the 4th Saturday of each month at g a.m. at

church. For more information, contact Mary Long at (507) 380-7129 or Sharon Malm at (507) 383-
2865.

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Elgene Lund, Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson,
Karen Wendroth, Paul Aasen, Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron Larson, Lisa Handel-
Dalvand, Karen Handel, Erika Schuldt, Laurie Dietrich and Dorothy Lutz


https://www.flcstp.org/

