
December 24, 2022
Nativity of Our Lord

*You are invited to read responses found in bold
*An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit

Welcome to First Lutheran Church!

we GATHER here

Prelude — (at 4 pm) “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” Setting by Cathy Mocklebust
Nancy Timm, Rachel Szybnski, handbells; Sharon Malm, piano

(at 10 pm) “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”        Nancy Timm, handbells; Sharon Malm, piano

*Processional Hymn —  no. 289 “Angels We Have Heard on High”

*Words of Welcome

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the Word made flesh,
our life and our salvation. Amen.

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our
Savior, let us confess our sin.

Gracious God,
God of kings and shepherds,
God of teenage mothers and step-parents,
God of angel choruses and starlight—
We confess to waiting.
We have waited to extend grace.
We have waited to say, “I love you.”
We have waited to apologize.
We have waited to be just,
choosing comfort and convenience over the needs
of our neighbors.
We have waited—

waited for someone else to make a
move,
waited for a sign,
waited until it was our issue.
You ask us to be the body of Christ, but
in many ways, we have waited.
Forgive us.
Change us.
Remind us of your love for this world,
which can’t wait.
In your name we pray, Amen.

Hear the good news:
We are children of God and heirs of God’s
promises
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth
shall know the salvation of God. Amen.



*Christmas Prayer Litany

May God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

If you are like Joseph, and you are seeking truth,
There is room here for you.
If you are like Mary, and you are seeking rest,
There is a seat here for you.
If you are like the wise men, and you are looking for a sign,
These candles are here for you.
If you are like the angels, and you cannot help but sing,
There is a melody here for you.
Come in. You are in God’s house.
Love was born tonight, and there is love here for you.
Let us worship the God of love.

Christmas Candle Lighting Liturgy: What Can’t Wait?

Voice A: This Advent, we have waited.
Voice B: We have waited for family to arrive.
Voice A: We have waited, singing, “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”
Voice B: We have waited for the casseroles to bake.
Voice A: We have waited for snow to fall.
Voice B: We have waited in department store lines.
Voice A: We have waited by fireplaces and around dinner tables.
Voice B: We have waited to raise our candles.
Voice A: We have waited to sing “Silent Night.”
Voice B: We have waited for the magic of this night.

Voice A: And now the wait is over. It is Christmas, which means God is here and you are loved.
Voice B: May that truth change you. May it inspire you, challenge you, and burn in you like the
light from these candles.
Voice A: For tonight we light the candles of hope, peace, love, and joy to remind us of our
journey to this space. And to those lights we add the Christ candle, for the wait is over.
Voice B: Love is here. Thanks be to God. Amen.

All five candles are lit while stanza 1 of “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (hymn no. 279) is sung:

O Little Town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light.
The hope and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.



we LISTEN and RESPOND

A Reading from Hebrew Scriptures —  Isaiah 9:2-7

  The people who walked in darkness
  have seen a great light;
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
  on them light has shined.
  You have multiplied the nation,
  you have increased its joy;
 they rejoice before you
  as with joy at the harvest,
  as people exult when dividing plunder.
  For the yoke of their burden,
  and the bar across their shoulders,
  the rod of their oppressor,
  you have broken as on the day of Midian.
  For all the boots of the tramping warriors
  and all the garments rolled in blood
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

  For a child has been born for us,
  a son given to us;
 authority rests upon his shoulders;
  and he is named
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
  His authority shall grow continually,
  and there shall be endless peace
 for the throne of David and his kingdom.
  He will establish and uphold it
 with justice and with righteousness
  from this time onward and forevermore.
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.

Psalmody —  hymn no. 267 “Joy to the World”

A Reading from the Epistles —  Titus 2:11-14

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for
the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who
gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own
who are zealous for good deeds.

The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.

*Gospel Procession  — no. 283, Stanza 1 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
come and behold him,
born the king of angels:

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

*Gospel —  Luke 2:1-20

The Gospel of Luke, the 2nd chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was
the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to
be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called



Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for
her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
  In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy
for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
  When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they
made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

*Gospel Recession  — no. 283, Stanza 3 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God in the highest:

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

Sermon — Pastor Chris Culuris

*Hymn —  no. 268, Stanzas 1-3 & 12-14 “From Heaven Above”

*Affirmation of Faith —  The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen



*Prayers of Intercession
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of the
earth, and the whole human family.

Your infinite love is born to us this night. With choirs of angels the church proclaims the good news. Send
us out as messengers of the hope that has come to all people. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You are pleased to dwell with your creatures and the whole earth sings for joy. Renew the splendor of
creation from the smallest cell to the widest galaxies. Guide us to be wise stewards of your gifts for the
sake of generations to come. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every land and free all people from fear.
Bring peace where there is war, compassion where there is suffering, and healing where there is disease.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children, and bless those who care for
them. Watch over women giving birth, attend the dying, and relieve any who are in pain. Shelter refugee
families and those who have no home. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your lovingkindness embraces everyone in need. Help any for whom this season is lonely or joyless.
Comfort those among us, or known to us, who are experiencing distress of body or mind, missing loved
ones, or grieving. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You welcome those who have died into the joyous light of glory. We give thanks for the saints of every
time and place who have praised you with lives of faith and humility. Inspire us by their example to love
you by serving others. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray to
the mercy of God. Amen.

Offering
Music at the Offering

“Go Tell It On the Mountain” Setting by Charles Ore

we SHARE the meal
*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



*Sanctus —  from Setting Twelve, All Creation Sings “Holy, Holy, Holy”

*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

In gratitude to God, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to Communion

Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God, who has come to save you.
All are welcome here at Christ’s Table.
God can’t wait to meet you here.

Distribution of Communion

(10:00 pm only-Rebekah Roemhildt, vocalist) “O Holy Night” by Adolphe Adam
Hymn  — no. 282 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
Hymn  — no. 271 “I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve”
Hymn  — no. 288 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”



Communion Blessing and Prayer
God our redeemer,
you have fed us at this table
with gifts of grace, truth, and life.
As you have gathered us in joy,
send us forth as messengers of your peace.
Make us shine with the good news of your glory,
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

we DEPART for service

Announcements

*Sending Hymn Medley —  no. 277, stanza 1 “Away in a Manger”
—  no. 276, stanza 1 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”
—  no. 281 “Silent Night, Holy Night!”

The ushers will begin to pass the candlelight during the introduction to “Silent Night.”
Please carefully extinguish your candle after the hymn.

*Blessing & Dismissal
What can’t wait? Hope for a better day.
What can’t wait? Peace and repentance, among and within us.
What can’t wait? Joy and delight! Our cup runs over.
What can’t wait? Love for self, love for neighbor, love for Creator, and love for creation.
God is waiting, and God is ready. Starting here and now—let us worship Holy God. Amen.
Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. Thanks be to God!

*Postlude —  “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” Setting by Johann Sebastian Bach

Acknowledgements
From sundaysandseasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and broadcast by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #SAS020319.

Artwork, Themes, & Words for Worship What Can’t Wait? by Sarah Are Speed and collaborators | copyright © 2022 A Sanctified Art LLC |
www.sanctifiedart.org

Words and music of the following hymns and worship songs under copyright are reprinted and broadcast using OneLicense #A-724285.
“From Heaven Above” text by Martin Luther, tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress
“I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve” text by Marie Wexelsen, copyright © 1932 Augsburg Publishing House

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.

Worship Assistants

Pastor: Chris Culuris
Director of Music: Emily Bruflat
Substitute Music Leader: David Fienen
Audio/Video: Rachel Ribar

Greeters: Roemhildt Family (10pm)
Reader: Nancy Timm (4pm), John Malm (10pm)
Ushers: Carol Solberg, Betty Thompson (4pm),
Tom Thorkelson (10pm)

Communion Preparers:Keith & Carrie Stelter
(10pm) Cheryl & BIll Kautt (4pm)
Communion Servers: Larry Kiewel (4pm) Nancy
Timm (4&10pm)
Bread Bakers: Michelle Doose, Shirb Sylvester (GF)

http://www.sanctifiedart.org


Announcements
● Christmas Day worship will be tomorrow morning at 10:00am.
● The nursery will be staffed tomorrow and will be prepared to receive children by 9:30am.
● Thank You to all of our substitute musicians for your gift of music while Emily has been away. We thank:

Sophie Martinez, Sharon Malm, Steve Kidder and David Fienen! You are a gift to us all!
● The church office will be closed from Dec. 26 - Jan. 1. Karen will be available in the mornings to

receive any end of the year offerings you may want to drop off. Thank You for your support and faithful
giving!

● Christmas Lessons & Carols will be led by Pastor Heather Culuris on Jan. 1st. Come and make a joyful
noise unto the Lord!

● Monday Bible study is returning beginning on January 9, 2023! Morning prayer will be held in the chapel
at 9:30am, followed by a discussion of Bishop Herbert Chilstrom’s book Hebrews: A New and Better Way in
the conference room. All are welcome!

Prayers
● We lift up prayers for those on our long-term list: Elgene Lund, Chuck Petry, Bob Cady, Joan

Williams, Myrene Bunge, Glenn Stryker, Erika Schuldt, Claire Cardwell, Ursula McRostie, Karen
Wendroth, Ellis Jones, Allen Storkson, and Gene Roemhildt.

● We pray for the family of Galen Ribar who passed away on November 30.
● We pray for Stu Nesburg who is mourning the recent loss of his brother John.
● We pray for all those mourning the recent loss of loved ones.
● We pray for peace around the world; for all affected by natural disasters; and, for healing and

wholeness in the lives of all who are ill.

First Lutheran Church’s Statement of Welcome!
Held in Christ, our Center, and living in grateful response to God’s love and grace, we welcome everyone, without
exception. We make known our gratitude and appreciation of all, including people of every race, sex, age, color,
creed, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, marital and familial status, physical and
mental ability, health status, socioeconomic situation, education level, and political affiliation.

Please join us as we seek to celebrate the image of God in all people, nurture meaningful relationships, and share
our collective gifts in response to the world’s deep hunger for hope, love, grace, justice, and peace.

Learn more about us at http://www.flcstp.org/welcome-to-flc.html

We Belong to the ELCA
“The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United
States. . . This is Christ's church. There is a place for you here. We are the church that shares a living, daring
confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole person--questions, complexities and
all. Join us as we do God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.” Find more info at
https://elca.org/About

FLC Is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation
“The Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program is for Lutheran communities that
publicly welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people.” For more info, visit
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/

“We believe that God values and embraces each person as a beloved child, that the Spirit
gives a diversity of gifts for the common good, and that Jesus Christ calls us to work for justice.”

http://www.flcstp.org/welcome-to-flc.html
https://elca.org/About
https://www.reconcilingworks.org/





