
February 20, 2022
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit,
and you are invited to read responses found in bold.

You are welcome to sing during worship if you are vaccinated!
Welcome to First Lutheran Church!

Gathering in God’s Presence

Prelude —  “God Loved the World” Hymnal Setting
Vocal Quartet

Welcome

*Gathering Hymn —  no. 707 “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”

*Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us, redeems us,
and calls us by name. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and
of one another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your
glory when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.

Accept our repentance for the things we have
done and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.

Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.

*Kyrie —  from Setting Twelve, All Creation Sings



*Canticle of Praise —  hymn no. 783                                                     “Praise and Thanks and Adoration”

*Prayer of the Day
May God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow love, where
there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that we may seek to
console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Hearing & Responding to Scripture
A Reading from Hebrew Scriptures —  Genesis 45:3-11, 15

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so
dismayed were they at his presence.
  4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph,
whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for
God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five
more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a
remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has
made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my
father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not
delay. 10You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five
more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ ”
15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 — spoken responsively by verse

1Do not fret because of the wicked;
do not be envious of wrongdoers,
2for they will soon fade like the grass,
and wither like the green herb.
3Trust in the LORD, and do good;
so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.
4Take delight in the LORD,
and he will give you the desires of your heart.
5Commit your way to the LORD;
trust in him, and he will act.
6He will make your vindication shine like the light,
and the justice of your cause like the noonday.
7Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him;
do not fret over those who prosper in their way,
over those who carry out evil devices.

8Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath.
Do not fret — it leads only to evil.

9For the wicked shall be cut off,
but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the
land.
10Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no
more;
though you look diligently for their place, they
will not be there.
11But the meek shall inherit the land,
and delight themselves in abundant prosperity.
39The salvation of the righteous is from the
LORD;
he is their refuge in the time of trouble.
40The LORD helps them and rescues them;
he rescues them from the wicked, and saves them,
because they take refuge in him.



A Reading from the Epistles —  1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50

35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” 36Fool! What
you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to
be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen,
and to each kind of seed its own body.
  42So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is imperishable.
43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. 44It is sown a
physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus
it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.
46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from
the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are those who are
of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the
image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.
  50What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation — from Setting Twelve, All Creation Sings “Alleluia”

*Gospel — Luke 6:27-38

The Gospel of Luke, the 6th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other
also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who
begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you
would have them do to you.
  32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love
them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the
same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend
to sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
  37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.
Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down,
shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you
get back.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon — “Tough Love” Pastor Chris Culuris

*Hymn —  no. 1036, from All Creation Sings “Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment”

Shanti is the word for “peace” in
Hindu and Buddhist traditions; pax
is Latin for “peace”; shalom is
Hebrew and has a complicated
definition, which can loosely be
condensed to “an inward sense of
completeness or wholeness”; and
Maslaha is a concept in Islamic law
connoting the “common good.” We
are invited into a countercultural
idea of a commonwealth where no
one has too much and where we
work together to make sure that
everyone has “common goods” -
food, housing, clothing, and
community support.

*Affirmation of Faith —  Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

*Prayers of Intercession

The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the church, the
world, and all that God has made.

You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to follow the leading of your
love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to show mercy just as we have first received mercy.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless all who cultivate fields and
gardens filled with food. Give favorable weather for planting. Bring forth from buried seed an abundant
harvest, and guard against famine and disease. God of grace, hear our prayer.



Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect all whose lives are
marred by war and civil unrest. Please lift up the people of Ukraine in a time of uncertainty, and assure
them of your abiding love. Release political prisoners and amplify the voices that challenge us to seek
forgiveness and pursue nonviolence. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend broken relationships. Heal
bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and deliver all whose spirits are troubled. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve conflicts with
humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes, and show love to those who are lonely or
grieving. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom. As you have raised them to
imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by the promise of resurrection. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to you in
confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who taught us to pray:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Offering
Music at the Offering

“Blest Be the Tie that Binds” Hymnal Setting
Vocal Quartet

Departing to Serve God’s World
Announcements

*Sending Hymn —  no. 726 “Light Dawns on a Weary World”

*Blessing

God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,
and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.
Amen.

*Dismissal
Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude —  “TEMPLE OF PEACE” Setting by Micahel Burkhardt
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Worship Assistants

Pastor: Chris Culuris
Director of Music: Emily Bruflat
Audio/Video: Leif Hammar, Jake Banks, Cole Buffington
Musicians: Harvey Kane, Ellis Jones, Paul Aasen, Sharon Malm

Greeter: Brett Petersen
Reader: David Marlow
Ushers: Brett Petersen, Evan Buffington

Announcements
● Please pray for our delegates who will be attending our MN Valley Conference Assembly today at Christ

Lutheran Church in Glencoe.
● Join us for the Bob Ross Painting Challenge! Sunday, February 27th from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. Registration

online.  For questions please contact Calleigh.
● On March 6th, we will be joined by the Midland University Choir from Nebraska on their choir tour! To

show them great FLC hospitality, we would like to send them on their way with a box lunch from GAC,
which will cost around $600. If you are willing to contribute to this lunch, please leave a donation labeled
“lunch money for choir” in the offering plate or with Karen in the office by March 6th. The cost of one
meal is $9.

● Easter flower order forms are available in the Gathering Space today!  Please turn the form into the office
by March 20.  Please make your check payable to First Lutheran.

● Flowers today are given by John and Aileen Bipes.

Prayers
● We lift up prayers for those on our long-term list: Tom and Deb Johnson, Tom Michels, Abigail

Christenson, Betty Gustafson, Elgene Lund, Chuck Petry, Bob Cady, Joan Williams, Myrene Bunge, Glen
Stryker, Erika Schuldt, Tim Sebring, Mary Pieklo, Gloria Kane, Gwen Powell, Nancy Maag, and Urusla
McRostie.

● We pray for Martin Larson who is currently receiving hospice care.
● We pray for all those families continuing to adjust to the loss of loved ones including the family of Dale

Haack.


