Beyond the Wall:

Making All Things New

hen have you
discovered
newness in

life through
Christ? Did you
have to step
out in faith to
do so? Perhaps
you had to let
go of your will
and accept

- God's will. This
is a major turning point in the faith journey of many
people. There are examples in Scripture about Job
(Job 29-30), Elijah (I Kings 19:4-14), Mary Magdalene
(Luke 8:1-2) and the women at the tomb (Luke 23:55
- 24:5). Consider the story of the rich young man
(Matthew 19:16-26, Mark 10:17-31, Luke 18:18-30). He
approached Jesus with a simple question: “What
must | do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus replied, “Go,
sell what you own, and give the money to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven.” When the
young man heard this, he was very sad and walked
away, because he was very rich. Given the choice,
he found it difficult to forsake wealth in this world
for the promise of God and eternal life.

Sometimes there are barriers or walls that
complicate trying something new or stepping

out in faith. What walls or barriers have you
encountered? Consider the story of Zacchaeus
(Luke 19:1-10), who wanted to witness Jesus
preaching but was too short to see past the crowd.
After Zacchaeus climbed a tree, Jesus called out

to him and invited himself to lunch in Zacchaeus'’
home. We know what Jesus said to Zacchaeus,
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and he was a different person afterward. He had
changed from wanting wealth and success in

this world to desiring significance through a life

of faith. When have you, or your congregation,
chosen success over significance? Perhaps when
using numbers or the size of your facilities as a
measure. Moving toward significance usually means
sacrificing success. In what areas of ministry is your
congregation seeking significance today?

Stepping out in faith may be a personal choice for a
short time but usually involves accompanying others.
As members in the body of Christ, we are not called
to meet our own needs alone. The Great Commission
(Matthew 28:16-20) calls us to go beyond our barriers
and bring the message of Jesus Christ to others. This
helps us grow beyond a Christian enclave to become
servants of Christ and a serving community. In what
ways has your congregation moved from an enclave
to a servant community?

Overcoming barriers and walls to make things new
involves stepping out in faith. It means shaking
loose from lethargy and moving out from sheltered
comfort. In the process we break the chains of sin
that hold us back and divide us from making us one
in Christ. When we share in the distress of God’s
heart to do the kingdom'’s work, we are in tune with
God'’s will, choosing significance over success and
becoming a servant community. This is when we
feel the vitality of our faith and the power of the
Holy Spirit. May you experience this newness in
Christ in and through your ministry.
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Living in God’s amazing grace

INFORMATION ABOUT MEBERS
Latest report on file: 2019

Baptized
(Total Membership)

1. Membership, end of 2018 1,007
2. Members received during 2019

A. By Baptism, children 15 yrs. And younger 9

B. By Baptism, adults 16 yrs. and older 0

C. By affirmation of faith 5

D. By transfer From ELCA congregations 18

E. By transfer from other Lutheran congregations 1

F. From non-Lutheran Congregations 0

G. From other sources and statistical adjustments. 0

H. Total Members received this year 33

3. Members removed during 2019

A. By death 13

B. By transfer 24

C. For other reasons and statistical adjustment 54

D. Total members removed this year - 91
4. Membership, end of 2019 = 949
5. Number of people confirmed in 2019 9

A. Total confirmed membership, end 2019 760
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Resurrection Cemetery
Balance Sheet

Assets

Checking

Savings

Checking Beautification
Savings Beautification

Mission Investment Fund 2.14%
$25,000 invested 11/11/03
balance as of 12/31/19

CDs:
Pioneer 2.05% 17 months matures 11/10/20
Pioneer 2.05% 17 months matures 11/10/20

Endowment - FLC Funds Management

Equity

Operations
Perpetual Care Fund
Beautification Fund

47

12/31/2019

13,506.73
20,653.95

214.65
10,578.76

44,954.09

34,093.39

6,000.00
8,000.00

14,000.00

113,335.69

$206,383.17

22,241.44
173,347.32
10,794.41

$ 206,383.17



Resurrection Cemetery
December 31, 2019

Income

Investment Income

Sale Gravesites

Grave marking Fees
Donations unrestricted
Donations restricted

Funds Management Allocation

Unrealized Appreciation on FLC Funds Management

Expenses

Mowing

Electric

Weed Spraying

Drainage project

Well pump

Grave digging

Bank fees - ck printing/statement print chg

Net Income

Beginning Balance
Net Income
Ending Balance

Operations Perpetual Beautification Combined
Care
897.79 35.14 932.93
1,575.00 2,250.00 3,825.00
275.00 275.00
4,510.00 4,510.00
13,100.00 500.00 691.00  14,291.00
2,385.46 2,385.46
17,917.26 17,917.26
21,845.46 21,565.05 726.14 44,136.65
4,950.00 4,950.00
217.25 217.25
450.00 450.00
600.00 600.00
517.00 517.00
100.00 100.00
3.00 3.00 26.35 32.35
6,837.25 3.00 26.35 6,866.60
15,008.21 21,562.05 699.79  37,270.05
7,233.23  151,785.27 10,094.62 169,113.12
15,008.21 21,562.05 699.79  37,270.05
22,241.44  173,347.32 10,794.41 206,383.17
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Me mbers RecBapetidsms Kirstine Arsvo
Ramona Bakal yarRamona Bakal yarCraig Campbell
Colton Loken Colton Loken Teresa Campbel
Avery Loken Avery Loken Adam Campbell
Charlotte LokenCharlotte Loken-€€ Schwichten
Robert Twaddle Robert Twaddl e Alice Schwicht
Aaven Twaddle Brecken Linsmeiffolly Schwicht
Brecken Linsmeituxley Wall grentuke Schwichte
Kim Wallgren Kol son Caven Harl ey Schwich
Heat her Wal l gr en ﬁ;ﬁ?:nazgerage
Kol son Caven . .
Dustin Swenson Confirmati omasrk Stuckey
Maren Swenson Brooklyn BrovolMorgan Stuckey
Maxwel I SwensonL!am Engel hardtMax Stuckey
Nol an Swenson Gil bert Nowell Ethan Stuckey
Kayla Thompson gennett Ol son Kayl en Borseth
Mark Szybnski yenne Pet.tls Dani el Borseth
Rachel Szybnskik/l'::y \F;uf;‘ln ﬁoss Grénzkek
Samue | SzybnskiHO, y oel t z anaye runzke
Paul Szybnski ailie We_ntwortA1ma_nda Grunzek
Max Szybnski El eanor Winter f@dritel | e Grunz
Mi chael Toll ef son Hellen _Getskgw
Margaretha Kramransfers ORI g, Rims:ad
Jos Hajos . Amy Peterson Madal yn Ri mstad
Christiaan HajoSaphriela PeterspProb Rimst ad
Martijn Hajos Kade Mata Elizabeth Jaco
Gergely Hajos mMartin Davig Jessica Rodnin
Kent Narum Bonnie Davig Shyanne Brovol
Ellgabeth Cher |l gindy Davi g Brzokl n Brovo
EI!Jah-M:d]reurhandSOphia Davi g Ed Wet?wlerill
Leif CNartand Amy Bl aschko Bev Wetherill
Monica Larson Bailey Fitzgerag/d ;i Greening
Dean Stage Sharon Andersongperry Janzen
Annalise Rivas pmarije Sander sonRandail Janzen

Roger Wi ll emsen i
Deat hs Beth Willemsen ;3;2a1—i—r|mm21$:n§ﬁ
Rut h Hal l Justin WiIIemsel_pai|ie Went wor
Forrest ChaffeeClyde Wiley Al exia Went wor
Merwin Wi lIliamsKris Wiley Raymond Went wo
Nancy Roberts Mi cah Wil ey Erick Lind
Mar ol yn KleinerRichard Goodellgyetchen Lind
Donal d Gustafsoheff Mill er Henrich Lind
Doreen Pehrson Martha Mohr Halle Lind
Grace Jacobs Amanda Huber Hayden Lind
Stephen HildingHall e Huber Keith BI ank
Lorraine Pedersigrmuce EII|l ef son Bobbi Bl ank
Carolyn Duncan Linda EIIl efson Ryan Bl ank
Stu Johnson Bruce Aarsvol d Wesl ey Orde
Wayne Johnson Andreas Aarsvol d
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2019

A Report from the Pastor
Pastor Gwen Her manson

2019 was not an easy year
K First Lutheran Endowment pow NASDAQ S&P
It wa s not a year of Abusiness as usual 0 Funds Management Comn 1/1/2019 23644 6870 2581
2019 12/31/2019 26538 8972 3230
It was a year of change and trying new things. YD % 20.70% 30.60% 25.22% _ I ;
. . . Total Return irst Initiai Tota
l t wa s a y ear I n w h I C h conversa t I ons t h a t nee d € Fund / Ticker Rate/Category YD % Shares NAV Value Purchase Investment Investment
It was a year of grassroots efforts to create <c Fed Money Mk/ VMFFX 202396.99 1] § 202,396.99
. . Divdend App /VDADX 5 Lg blend 29.68 1,270.92| § 33.84 | $ 43,008.07 11/22/2004 | $ 39,500.00 |  $64,333.22
|t was a year 0 f wr e stlin g wi t h I mportant quest Equity Inc / VEIRX 5 Large Value 25.35 604.432| $ 79.56 | $ 48,088.61 2/8/2010 |$ 10,00000 |  $15,185.16
|t wa s a year I n which we | et go of some of t he Explorer FD / VEXPX 3 small Cap 31.26 140158/ $ 10451 | S 14,647.91 1/17/2012 | $ 10,000.00  $25,777.74
FTSE Social In/ VFTAX 5 Large Cap 33.93 520.474] $ 3042 | $ 15,832.82 1/17/2012 | $ 10,000.00 |  $24,913.55
Embraced some new ways, . . Global Equity/ VHGEX 4 World Lg 28.73 289.365| $ 31.79 |$  9,198.91 11/22/2004 | $ 26,000.00 |  $34,641.94
and wonder ed about our future direction. I T Invest Gr/ VFICX 3 Corp Bond 10.38 1639.741/ $ 10.05 | § 16,479.40 8/20/2015 | $ - $8,641.64
International Gr/VWIGX 4 Lge Value 31.35 291.044 $3232[$  9,406.54 11/22/2004 | $ 39,500.00 | $63,104.84
. . Mid-Cap Idx/ VMGMX 3 MidCap Gr 33.86 303.221 $68.34 | § 20,722.12 10/16/2018 $4,32097 |  $21,428.62
Wh at di d we LET GO OF this vyear ? Mid-Cap Gr/ VMGRX 3 MidCap Gr 32.07 668.486 $26.72 | $ 17,861.95 $258,026.71
S-T Invest Gr/VFSTX 4.US shor term 5.74 1484.332 $10.73 | $ 15,926.88 12/15/2015
. Selected Val/ VASVX 4 MidCap Val 2954 | 650.075 $27.09 | $ 17,610.53 11/232011 | $ 10,000.00 |  $10,000.00
7 We thanked Paul Aasen for hi's many years of Small-Cap Id/ VSMAX 5 Small Cap 27.37 184.291 $79.37 | $ 14,627.18 $92,313.00
visitation and many administrative t asks. US Growth / VWUAX 4 Large Gr 3351 283.252 $111.41 | $ 31,557.11
Wellington / VWENX 5 Large Cap 2261 | 409.021] $74.91 | $ 30,639.76
) ) ) ) Total $ 508,004.78
T We |l et go of the Christian Education Direct ELCA Mission Loan 2.23 $10,187.92 4/1/2019] §  500.00 $500.00
p oS | t | on B ar b R e g ner First National Bank Cash 0.05 | | $14,602.76
First National Bank cD 2.20% 3/28/2020 $10,000.00 Cost Basis $360,839.71
1T We experimented with |etting go of two wors Endowment Value - | $ 542,795.46
joyous for some and painful for others. Dodge&Cox/DODBX 4 Moderate 34274)S 10160 | $ 348224 7/14/1995 | $ 5276 | 109932 | $ 580001
Total Investments | | $ 546,277.70
T We bid farewell to Allison Ellingson after Fund Allocation Jan 1,2020 Value
Endow Value | Distribution | Endow Value % of 3.68%
T We sai-bygotod thirteen members who died this Fund e B 28 e fudow _ Allotment
Holmberg Music $129,076.76 | $2,716.78 | $ 129,076.76 23.78 $ 4,756.00
. . Music Events
Wh a t did we EMBRACE this year? Cemetery Care $113,335.69 $2,385.46 $ 113,335.69 2088 | S 4,176.00
Cemetery | |
1 We embr ace _@ rmidee sniast h h e y confirmed t heir f Johnson Heritage $55,582.26 $1,169.88 $ 55,582.26 10.24 $ 2,048.00
Children/RIC
of First Lut her an Church. Youth Camping $51,239.89 | $1,078.48 | $ 51,239.89 9.44 $ 1,888.00
Camps Etc.
i . Esther Youngquist $31,590.70 $664.91 S 31,590.70 5.82 $ 1,164.00
T Ei ghtschhiogohh yout h embraced the challenge of Undesignated . _
b e | n g awe d b y t h e b eau t y t h er e. SemlnarchhoIaArshlp $25,402.83 $534.67 S 25,402.83 4.68 S 936.00
Scholarships
Logan Mission $21,114.74 _ $444.42 | S 21,114.74 3.89 $  778.00
H World Missions
T We e mb race d t h e sear C h f or our . new Di r e c t or Ruth Mattson $17,749.41 $373.59 S 17,749.41 3.27 S 654.00
ElI'l ingson, a theologically troatihbe®@ck artht inkt ny Christian Education
t 0 our e d Uuca t I ona | p ro g r a mml n g . Soci'aIMi'ni'stry $7,490.58 $157.66 S 7,490.58 1.38 S 276.00
Social Ministry
Ruth Larson $90,212.60 $1,898.77 $ 90,212.60 16.62 $ 3,324.00
T We embraced Intern Miranda wkram 3$mé eammssihv @d Waiting from Council
whi ch she IS exp ' orin g t he I ns and out s of Total $542,795.46 $11,424.62 $ 542,795.46 100 $ 20,000.00
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016-40-52-07, Bread World/Hunger Issues
016-40-53-04, Green Resources/Materials
016-40-54-01, Stewardship Program
016-40-54-02, Offering Envelopes

016-40-53-01, Green Speakers

016-40-52-01, Lay Visitation
016-40-53-02, Gardens

016-40-52-04, Global Missions

016-40-53-03, Env. Initiatives

016-40-51-01, Fellowship
Major 40, Committees // Minor 52, Social Ministry
Major 40, Committees {/ Minor 53, Green Committee
Major 40, Committees // Minor 54, Stewardship

Major 40, Committees // Minor 51, Fellowship
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New Committees

The Christian Education Committee combi
form the Lifelong Learning Committee.
The Congregational Counc voted to di

I S
Ministry Committees and form two new coO

7 Soci al Justiwiel | Coonemirntdsponsi bl e for a
related to peace and justice, whi ch
l nadequate housing, raci al and economi
This committee wil/l al so suggest, OV €
Lut heran Church, as a Reconciling 1in
out i1its Reconciling in Christ statemeil
Projects may include:

1 RI'C Sunday worship and educati on

9T Lenten cause for education and supp
1 Refugee Sunday worship and educatio
9 Coll ecting food for St Peter Area
9 Pack t he Pteywssi cSaulnldyayi n February or |
9T Letter writing to representatives r
9 Organi ze service projects for the ¢
17 Lead Souper Bowl of Caring (coll ect
1 Schedul e Mission Quilt Blessing

1 Work with staff to plan and i mpl eme

9 Outreach/ I nreavch | Commreseensi bl e for
potenti al new members of t he church
me mber s.

Restart the Sunday Driver program?
Promote Prayer Chain

Qutreach projects may include:

9 Organi ze FLCOGs presence at the Sout
Gustavus Activities Fair (both in S
9 Communicate with individuals and f a
1 Hel p with new member orientation

9 Organi ze events within the St. Pet e
|l nreach projects may include:

1 Deliver Easter fl owers to home boun
9 Del i ver holiday cards and gifts to
9 Facilitate the Prayer Buddies (1| ay
1

1
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