
AUGUST- 2024 NEWSLETTER  

Siblings in Christ, 
Now that we have Ryan Hahn in place as our new Office Coordinator, we hope 
to make 
substantial progress on getting our church directory done and sent out. 
Hopefully, this process 
will be completed this month. Thanks to Betsy Paul and Karen Smithers who 
have been working 
with Ryan to get the various sections of our church directory done. Once you 
have your new 
church directory please pray for each member of our congregation as well as 
the church staff. 
We are a family of faith, and it is important that we lift one another up in prayer 
each day. 
The search continues for our open staff positions. Gratefully, Sarah Chambers 
has 
volunteered to be our Director of Handbells and Choirs. Sarah is a music 
teacher in the 
Mankato schools, and she enjoys working with youth as well as adults. If you 
would like to sing 
with our choir or try playing the handbells- you will have the opportunity to do 
so. The Worship 
& Arts Committee is going to offer a First Forum following worship on 
September 29. You will 
have the opportunity to play the handbells and see how much fun that can be. 
We continue to 
look for a church musician who can play the organ and piano to accompany our 
worship. 
We’re looking for someone to coordinate our Christian Education program. If 
you would 
like to help by teaching classes, please contact the chair of our Lifelong 
Learning Committee 
Brenda McHugh: brendakaymchugh@gmail.com. For the 2024 – 2025 program 
year we are 
moving our Sunday School to Wednesday nights. Rally Day will be Wednesday, 
September 11. 
We will gather for dinner from 5:30 – 6:30pm. Worship, with a Blessing of the 
Backpacks, will 
be held from 6:30 – 7:00pm. This will be followed by our first classroom 
sessions from 7:00 – 
7:30pm. Excitement is building for this new format so, spread the word and 
invite your family 
and friends to join us each Wednesday night starting this Fall! Enjoy these last 
days of summer. 
 
 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
Pastor Christopher Culuris 
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ONE BODY N CHHRIST 
“SO WE, THOUGH MANY, ARE ONE BODY IN CHRIST, AND INDIVIDUALLY MEMBERS OF ONE ANOTHER.” – ROMANS 12:5. 
THIS WAS THE CENTRAL THEME OF THIS YEAR’S SOUTHWESTERN MINNESOTA SYNOD ASSEMBLY HELD AT GUSTAVUS ADOLPHUS 
COLLEGE ON JUNE 7 AND 8. IT WAS A BUSY AND INSPIRING TWO DAYS OF EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES. IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO 
ENCAPSULATE EVERY DETAIL OF THAT WEEKEND’S EVENTS, BUT I WILL TRY TO HIT SOME OF THE HIGHLIGHTS, AND PERHAPS SOME OF 
THE LOWLIGHTS, AS WELL. 
IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSCORE THAT WE, AS ATTENDING MEMBERS OF THE SYNOD ASSEMBLY, ARE NOT MERELY DELEGATES 
REPRESENTING OUR CHURCHES WITH OUR PARTICULAR NEEDS, WANTS AND INTEREST IN MIND, BUT THAT WE ARE VOTING MEMBERS 
WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF SPIRITUALLY DISCERNING DECISIONS AND ACTIONS THAT WILL BOTH AFFECT AND LEAD THIS SYNOD 
INTO THE 
FUTURE, AND THAT OUR CONNECTION ONE TO ANOTHER, EACH WITH OUR OWN SPECIAL INSIGHTS, GIFTS AND TALENTS ARE THERE TO 
HELP 
LEAD THE CHURCH INTO THIS BOLD, NEW FUTURE. 
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS AND INSPIRATION WERE PROVIDED BY BISHOP NIKOSINATHI MYAKA, BISHOP, EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH IN SOUTHERN AFRICA – SOUTHEASTERN DIOCESE; REV.DR. AARON SUOMALA FOLKERDS, SYNOD MINISTER FOR MENTAL 
HEALTH &AMP; WELLNESS IN NORTHWESTERN MINNESOTA; AND THE REV DR. PHILIP HIRSCH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITY AND LEADERSHIP, ELCA. THEIR LOVE AND PASSION FOR THE GOSPEL RESONATED LOUD AND CLEAR WITH THE 
GATHERED ASSEMBLY AND INSPIRED HOPE AND JOY AMONG US. BISHOP MYAKA WAS ACCOMPANIED BY MR J. JOSEPH 
FALITHENJWA MKHIZE, AND TOGETHER THEY HELPED TO LEAD THE CELEBRATION WITH STORIES AND SING-ALONGS, INCLUDING SONGS 
IN THEIR NATIVE LANGUAGE. 
AT THE HEART OF ANY ASSEMBLY IS THE SAUSAGE MAKING PROCESS THAT COMES WITH VOTING, DECIDING AND ACTING UPON 
RESOLUTIONS, BUDGETS AND NOMINATIONS. ALTHOUGH TO BE FAIR, MUCH OF THE SAUSAGE MAKING REALLY HAPPENS AWAY FROM 
THE ASSEMBLY WITH CONTRIBUTIONS EMERGING FROM THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF THE SYNOD CLERGY AND LAY PROFESSIONALS 
AND 
AT LARGE VOTING MEMBERS GRAPPLING WITH THE ISSUES OF THE DAY FACING THE SYNOD AND THE WHOLE OF THE ELCA. AT THIS 
ASSEMBLY, WE VOTED ON SYNOD AT LARGE AND CHURCH-WIDE ASSEMBLY AT LARGE POSITIONS, AND WE INSTALLED A NEW 
SYNOD MINISTER. WE ALSO VOTED ON A NEW BUDGET FOR 2026, A NEW COMPENSATION PACKAGE FOR CLERGY IN 2025 AND 
RESOLUTION 24.03, THE BY-LAW CHANGES TO THE SYNOD CONSTITUTION. THE RESOLUTION THAT PRESENTED THE GREATEST 
CHALLENGE AND PERHAPS WAS THE MOST CONTESTED CAME ON RESOLUTION 24.02 WITH A RECOMMENDATION TO THE ELCA TO 
ADOPT THE AMENDED LANGUAGE TO THE SOCIAL STATEMENT ON HUMAN SEXUALITY. THIS RESOLUTION WAS VOTED DOWN BY THE 
REQUISITE TWO-THIRDS VOTE, AND WILL NOT BE FORWARDED ON TO THE ELCA FOR CONSIDERATION. THIS ALLOWS THE CURRENT 
THE 
SOCIAL STATEMENT: HUMAN SEXUALITY: GIFT AND TRUST ISSUED BY THE ELCA IN 2009 TO REMAIN. THE ELCA CHURCHWIDE 
ASSEMBLY WILL CONTINUE TO WORK THE SOCIAL STATEMENT NEXT YEAR AND IN THE YEARS AHEAD. 
WE LIVE IN A TIME OF MOUNTING DEMANDS ON OUR TIME AND RESOURCES, GREAT PRESSURES TO MEET OUR COMMITMENTS, AND 
INCREASED STRESS AND STRAIN IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS AS INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, CONGREGATIONS AND COMMUNITIES. WE ARE 
ASKED TO DO AND PROVIDE MORE WITH SEEMINGLY LESS AT OUR DISPOSAL. TO ONLY COMPOUND THE PRESSURES AND STRESS, 
THE U.S. SURGEON GENERAL REMINDS US LONELINESS IN NOW AN EPIDEMIC IN THIS COUNTRY. AS CHRISTIANS, WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT LIFE AND FAITH BEGINS WITH WORD AND SACRAMENT AND, THAT IN WORSHIP, WE ARE REMINDED OF OUR BOND AND UNITY IN 
CHRIST. REV. DR. AARON SUOMALA FOLKERDS, IN ONE OF HIS KEYNOTE TALKS REMINDED US THAT AS THE BODY OF CHRIST, WE 
ARE COMMISSIONED TO: 1) LIVE AS ONE; 2) LIVE AS BODY; 3) LIVE AS UNITY, 4) LIVE AS PARTNERS, AND 5) LIVE AS HOPE. 
MOTHER THERESA SAID, “IF WE HAVE NO PEACE, IT IS BECAUSE WE HAVE FORGOTTEN THAT WE BELONG TO EACH OTHER. NOTHING 
BRINGS HOME DR. SUOMALA FOLKERDS FIVE STAGES OF LIVING AS A COMMUNITY OF FAITH HOME MORE CLEARLY AND MORE 
IMPORTANTLY THAN MOTHER’S THERESA’S REMINDER FOR CONNECTION, ONE TO ANOTHER IN CHRIST. 
WE HAVE UNFINISHED WORK, WORK THAT IS UNDERFUNDED AND UNDER-RESOURCED. FOR INSTANCE, BENEVOLENCE WITHIN THE 
SYNOD IS DOWN 7.5% YEAR OVER YEAR THE PROJECTED NEW BUDGET IN 2026 IS EXPECTED TO OPERATE IN THE RED. THE 
CHALLENGES THAT FACE THE SYNOD AND THE GREATER CHURCH BODY ARE MONUMENTAL AND WILL REQUIRE CAREFUL THOUGHT AND 
CONSIDERATION MOVING FORWARD. NEW CLERGY BEING CALLED IS NEARLY ONE-TENTH OF THE NUMBER CALLED THE TWENTY YEAR 
AGO, REMINDING US TO NURTURE AND TEND TO THE NEEDS OF OUR CLERGY IN OUR MIDST. AS YOU CAN SEE, THE WORK THAT LIES 
BEFORE US LOOMS LARGE. LET US JOIN HANDS TO WORK TOGETHER, AS SISTERS AND BROTHERS, AS ONE FAMILY – AS ONE BODY IN 
CHRIST – BEARING IN MIND JESUS’ WORDS TO HIS DISCIPLES IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN “PEACE I LEAVE WITH YOU; MY PEACE I 
GIVE YOU. NOT AS THE WORLD GIVES DO I GIVE TO YOU. LET NOT YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED, NEITHER LET THEM BE AFRAID” – JOHN 
14:27 
PEACE, 
RANDY FREY-HAWKINS 
CHURCH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
 
RANDY FREY 
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BWCA 2024        
 
Four of us ventured into the BWCA in late June. We spent the first night 
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Grand Marais before traveling up the 
Gunflint Trail to Clearwater Outfitters. We camped on Moon Lake for 3 
nights while enjoying God's nature, each others' company, and being 
off the grid!   
MARK & MATT SZYBINSKI; CARL & MARY KAY BRUIHLER 
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MIND YOUR STEP! 
 
IF YOU’VE BEEN IN AN AIRPORT, YOU’VE PROBABLY HEARD THOSE OR SIMILAR WORDS AS YOU STEP 
ONTO AN ESCALATOR OR ONE OF THOSE HORIZONTAL ESCALATORS, SOMETIMES CALLED 
TRAVELATORS OR WALKALATORS. THE OVERHEAD SPEAKERS REPEAT THE WORDS “MIND YOUR 
STEP!” OR “WATCH YOUR STEP!” REPEATEDLY, OVER AND OVER AGAIN, ALL DAY LONG. THE 
AIRPORT MANAGEMENT WANTS TO HELP TRAVELERS GET TO THEIR GATE (OR BACK HOME) AS 
QUICKLY AND SAFELY AS POSSIBLE. A GOOD EXPERIENCE AT AN AIRPORT CAN BE RUINED IF WE 
TAKE A FALL AND GET HURT. 
 
ONE MIGHT SAY THAT CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP IS CALLED TO “MIND YOUR FAITH.” I’M 
THANKFUL THAT GOD DOESN’T BLARE THOSE WORDS AT US DAY IN AND DAY OUT, BUT RATHER 
GIVES US THE SCRIPTURES, SERMONS AND VARIOUS MESSAGES TO REMIND US. AS FAITHFUL 
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS CHRIST, WE ARE CALLED TO BE GOOD STEWARDS, MINDFUL OF HOW WE LIVE 
OUT OUR DAILY LIVES… THAT INCLUDES EVERYTHING FROM HOW WE TAKE CARE OF OUR BODY, 
MIND AND SPIRIT, TO HOW WE CARE FOR OTHERS AND THE WORLD AROUND US. ARE WE 
GENEROUS WITH THE TIME, TALENT 
AND TREASURE THAT GOD HAS BLESSED US WITH? DO OUR SCHEDULES AND EXPENDITURES 
REFLECT OUR VALUES? 
 
YES, WE COULD SAY THAT THE ROLE OF OUR STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE IS TO REMIND ALL OF US 
TO “MIND YOUR FAITH.” OUR FOCUS THIS PAST YEAR HAS BEEN THE GENEROSITY PROJECT. WE 
WANT ALL PEOPLE TO LIVE GENEROUSLY, HAVE A GOOD LIFE/FAITH EXPERIENCE, NOT TO SPEED IT 
UP (IT GOES FAST ENOUGH ALREADY IN CASE YOU HAVEN’T NOTICED) AND NOT TO FALL. 
 
SECOND QUARTER FLC GIVING STATEMENTS WERE RECENTLY SENT VIA USPS MAIL FROM OUR 
CHURCH OFFICE. DID YOU GET YOURS? THOSE REPORTS ARE A SMALL ACCOUNTING ON PAPER, 
FROM A FINANCIAL PERSPECTIVE, OF HOW WE “MIND YOUR FAITH.” THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
GENEROSITY IN FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP. YOUR GIVING ALLOWS US TO HAVE THE GREAT STAFF WE 
DO, AS WELL AS PROVIDE FACILITIES FOR WORSHIP, SERVICE AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES. 
THE FAR MORE IMPORTANT ASPECT OF HOW WE “MIND OUR FAITH” IS FULLY VISIBLE ONLY TO 
GOD AND OURSELVES, AND TO A LESSER EXTENT TO THOSE WITH WHOM WE DAILY LIVE AND WORK 
AND SPEND TIME. HOW ARE YOU DOING? 
 
WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR YOU AND ENCOURAGE YOU TO “MIND YOUR STEP!” WALKING 
FAITHFULLY WITH JESUS THIS SUMMER AND ALWAYS. LET’S ALL HAVE A GOOD EXPERIENCE IN LIFE, 
AND HELP ONE ANOTHER WHEN WE DO FALL. 
 
SUBMITTED BY CARL BRUIHLER AND ANNALISE RIVAS, CO-CHAIRS OF THE STEWARDSHIP 
COMMITTEE 
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Education Registration is officially open for the 2024-
2025 season! 

We're excited to welcome back our fa-
miliar faces and greet all the new young 
minds joining our faith journey. Christian 
Education is a time 
for your child to ex-
plore the Bible, learn 
valuable life lessons, 
and make lasting 
friendships in a fun 
and nurturing envi-
ronment.  All educa-

tion will take place on Wednesday Nights 
this year for PreK - Grade 9. Our first 
Wednesday will be September 11!  The proposed schedule 
of our Wednesday evenings will look like this: 

5:30 - 6:30  Meal for all 
6:00-6:30 Children’s Music                
6:30-7:00 Worship 
7:00-7:30 Education 

Register on line to enroll your child or volunteer to teach or 
help with the classes.  Go to www.flcstp.org.  Under the Ed-
ucation tab on the to of the page select Sunday School and 
you will find the registration link.  Click on it and come join 
the fun! 
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PRIDE PARADE PARTICIPATION 
 
Our LGBTQIA+ siblings need our support now more than ever!  Our mission is “God’s Work, Our 
Hands, To Serve ALL PEOPLE”.  An opportunity to walk the walk ( literally and figuratively ) is 
coming up soon. 
Mankato Pride Parade 
Saturday, September 7 
11:15 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 
First Lutheran’s Social Justice Committee is registered to participate as a unit in the parade 
again this year.  Please join us to show that you care and promote FLC.  Wear your “God’s Work 
Our Hands” t-shirt if you have one.  To join us in the parade that day, meet up with the group at 
11 a.m. in the parking lot at the corner of Plum and Riverfront in Mankato.  We will then walk 
the short parade route and hand out fun stuff.  You don’t have to sign up — just show up! 
Contact Kristy Larson at 507-382-1115 or Larson.kristy27@gmail.com if you have questions.  
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
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SOUTHWESTERN MN SYNOD 

Southwestern Minnesota Synod Mission Statement 

The congregations and all the baptized who are the Southwestern Minnesota 
Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America are claimed by this mission: 

God places us in cities, farms and towns 
together under one prairie sky. 

The Risen Christ surprises us with 
opportunities to plant God’s Word in the 
world. 

Walking together in confidence, 
we cultivate life-giving congregations, 
nurture partner ministries, and 
cooperate in the life of the ELCA. 

By God’s grace, together we have what we 
need. 
 
 


