
NOVEMBER- 2025 NEWSLETTER 

Siblings in Christ, 

It has been a momentous month for First Lutheran Church. We held our Celebration Gala at 
Gustavus on October 10 in the Heritage Room. A little over 100 people came to celebrate the 
wonderful generosity of our churchôs members. We thanked everyone for giving toward paying 
off the building mortgage, contributing to the various endowment funds, as well as supporting the 
ongoing ministries of our congregation. If you could not attend that event or our Celebration 
Sunday service at church on October 12, please know that you are thought of and most 
appreciated. Good stewardship involves the wise use of all that we are and all that we possess. So, 
thank you for the ways you give of your time, talent, and treasure to serve the Lord through FLCôs 
ministries! 

In November we will gather for our Ecumenical Community Thanksgiving Service. It will be held 
on Sunday ï November 23, at Trinity Lutheran Church in St. Peter, beginning at 7:00pm. Please 
note the change in day. As the St. Peter Area Ministerium, we decided to move the service to a 
Sunday evening before Thanksgiving to allow for those who need to travel closer to the day of 
Thanksgiving. I hope you can join us to sing and pray our thanks to God for all the blessings God 
has entrusted into our hands. As for me, I am thankful for every member of First Lutheran 
Church! 

Sincerely, 

Pastor Christopher S. Culuris 
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) ÈÏÐÅ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÉÓ ÅÎÊÏÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÌÌȦ ) ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÏÌÅÒ ÔÅÍȤ
ÐÅÒÁÔÕÒÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÚÙ ÃÌÏÔÈÅÓȢ ! ÆÅ× ÕÐÄÁÔÅÓȣ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÁÐÐÒÏÁÃÈÅÄ ÂÙ 
ÔÈÅ 2ÅÄ #ÒÏÓÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÁÔÅ &ÉÒÓÔ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÎÃÙ ÓÈÅÌÔÅÒ ÓÉÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÅÖÅÎÔ ÏÆ Á ÄÉÓÁÓÔÅÒȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÖÏÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ 
ɉ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȦɊȟ ÓÏ )ȭÌÌ ÏǣÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÏÕÔÃÏÍÅ ÎÅØÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȢ )Î ÏÔÈÅÒ ÎÅ×Óȟ ÔÈÅ #ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÅÌÌÉÎÇ 
ÐÌÏÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ 2ÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ #ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙ ÏÎ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ γȟ ÓÏ ÉÆ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ Á 
ÐÌÏÔ ÏÒ ÊÕÓÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÍÏÒÅȟ ÂÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÃÈÁÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÍȢ 7ÅȭÖÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ 
ÓÉÇÎÕÐÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÖÅ .ÁÔÉÖÉÔÙ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒ ΫάȢ "Å ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÏÐ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 
'ÁÔÈÅÒÉÎÇ 3ÐÁÃÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÔÏ ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐȦ ,ÁÓÔÌÙȟ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÂÕÓÙ ǢȤ
ÎÁÌÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ άΪάΰ ÂÕÄÇÅÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓȢ "ÕÄÇÅÔÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÓÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÔÏ 
+ÁÒÅÎ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÐÕÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ .ÏȤ
ÖÅÍÂÅÒȢ (ÁÖÉÎÇ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÏǣÃÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙȟ ) ÃÁÎ ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÉÓ ÁÌȤ
×ÁÙÓ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅÄȦ 

3ÉÎÃÅÒÅÌÙȟ 

-ÁÒË 2ÏÅÍÈÉÌÄÔ 

 
Nominating Committee Begins 

 
 
The Nominating Committee has begun its work of encouraging people to 
serve in leadership capacities at First Lutheran next year.  They seek four 
people to serve a 3-year term on the Church Council as well as 2 youth to 
serve one-year terms on the Council.  We will need three people to serve a 
two-year term on the Nominating Committee, and they are seeking dele-
gates to our Synod Assembly (one weekend in June) and also to the meeting 
of the Gustavus Adolphus Association of Congregations (one Saturday at 
Gustavus).  If you might feel called to one of these positions or would like 
more information about time commitments needed, contact Ted Kunze 
(pastorkunze@gmail.com; 507-995-4277), Nancy Timm 
(iquilt4love@yahoo.com; 507-340-0846), Julie Johnson,or Pat Pehrson. 

mailto:pastorkunze@gmail.com
mailto:iquilt4love@yahoo.com
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

&ÁÉÔÈ &ÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 5ÐÄÁÔÅÓ-/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ 
 
/ÕÒ &ÁÉÔÈ &ÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÎÉÇÈÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ άΪάί-άΪάΰ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÙÅÁÒȦ !ÆÔÅÒ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÐÒÏȤ

ÇÒÁÍ ÌÁÓÔ ÙÅÁÒȟ ×Å ÍÁÄÅ Á ÆÅ× ÁÄÊÕÓÔÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÅÄÕÌÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÅ ÁÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Óȡ 
ίȡΫί ÐÍ-ΰȡΫί ÐÍ- -ÅÁÌ 
ίȡήί ÐÍ-ΰȡΫί-ÐÍ-0ÒÅ-+-Ϋ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 4ÉÍÅ 
ίȡήί ÐÍ-ΰȡΫί ÐÍ-ά-ΰ #ÈÏÉÒ 
ΰȡΫίÐÍ-ΰȡήί ÐÍ-7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ 
ΰȡήί ÐÍ-αȡέΪ ÐÍ-ά-γ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ 4ÉÍÅ 

 
4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÄÊÕÓÔÍÅÎÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÐÏÓÉÔÉÖÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÏÆ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÍÉÎÇȢ 7Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÕÐ ÉÎ 
ÃÌÁÓÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÎ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄ 0ÒÅ-+-Ϋ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÓÉÚÅȢ )Ô ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ËÎÏ× ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× 
ÁÔÔÅÎÄÅÅÓ ÁÎÄ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÂÁÃË ÏÕÒ ÒÅÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȢ /ÕÒ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ 'ÏÄȭÓ 0ÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÔÏ .ÏÁÈȟ 
!ÄÁÍ ÁÎÄ %ÖÅȟ 4ÈÅ #ÒÅÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÔÏÒÙȟ ÁÎÄ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍȢ /ÕÒ άÎÄ-ΰÔÈ ÇÒÁÄÅ ÃÈÏÉÒ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÄ ÉÎ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ Á 
ÆÅ× 3ÕÎÄÁÙÓ ÁÇÏȢ /ÕÒ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÈÁÄ ÆÕÎ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÎÉÇÈÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÒÁÆÔÓȢ 
7Å ÁÒÅ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ Ȱ3ÔÕÍÐ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÓÔÏÒȱ ÔÈÉÓ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȢ 4ÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÌÉÖÅÌÙȟ ÅÎÇÁÇÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ 
ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎȦ 
 
7Å ÁÒÅ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ Á ÐÅÒÍÁÎÅÎÔ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ 0ÒÅ-+-Ϋ ÇÒÁÄÅ ÃÌÁÓÓȟ ÁÓ ×ÅÌÌ ÁÓ Á ÆÅ× ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ÈÅÌÐÅÒÓ ÉÎ 
ÔÈÁÔ ÃÌÁÓÓÒÏÏÍȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÉÍÅȟ ÅÖÅÎ ÉÆ ÉÔȭÓ ÏÎÌÙ Á ÆÅ× ÃÌÁÓÓ ÔÉÍÅÓȟ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅ ÉÔȦ 
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ $ÅÁÃÏÎ "ÒÅÎÄÁ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÏÕÔȢ 
 

]ÅćØĢÓÅěÞ PĆěĞčĹÞĆÞćĩĢ 
]ččþóćì ìččØ -ĭóāØóćìĢ ÅćØ IĞčĭćØĢ˕ 
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Need a little PEACE in your life? Join us for Adult Education 
each Wednesday evening after worship in the Pioneer Parlor 
from 6:45-7:30pm. During the fall, we 
will explore an ELCA resource called 
ñReconciled to be Peacemakers in 
God's World.ò This series welcomes 
anyone and everyone anytime - come 
for one or come for all, but come find 
some PEACE.  

Please - we need your help to make worship happen! 
It takes many hands to make worship happen each week. Your help is needed 

as an Usher, Bread Baker, Communion preparer or server. Please consider 

oĻering your help at an upcoming service and sign up outside the Sanctuary 

at the sign-up table. Also, we are looking for volunteers to help clean the kitch-

en 4 times a year. If you would like to help, contact the church oļce. 
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I teach an online English class for adult learners. They come from all over 
the country and their countries of origin are vast - Syria, Russia, Mexico, 
Colombia, Guatemala, Italy, Ukraine. These people are heroes in my book 
for many reasons, but one is that they are trying like crazy to learn and 
use all English verbs and the many tenses of those words. My students are 

very aware that words count these days. But I have noticed that first language English speakers 
like myself buzz right past some of the words that cause difficulty for English students. I, like my 
students, are usually thinking more about the big words than the little ones. Recently I was struck 
by how important the little words are in sentences and what that means for who I am and how I 
am being in the world. Little words like ñamò and ñareò and ñwithò. Listen to how important the 
little verb for ñto beò is used in this scripture that brings me to an understanding of who I am and 
who God is: : 

ñWe ARE the body of Christò, 

ñI (Jesus) AM the vineò,ò You ARE the branchesò, 

ñYou ARE the salt of the earthé 

When we read these little words, we see and hear how clearly they state who I AM. My identity 
as a follower of Jesus. It is in the little words that we hear how our job is often to receive the 
word that God has sent - then we become the people God created us to be. Jesus IS very clear 
about who he is and who we ARE. Our task then is to maintain and proclaim a vision of love, joy, 
peace, patience and thanks in our working lives. That IS when the kingdom of God breaks 
through and into our day and into the lives of the people around us. These days, when we hear 
more news of stories of hate or violence in our country, I remind myself of what we learn in Con-
firmation and finish our class with every Wednesday night: I AM a child of God claimed in the 
waters of my baptism. No questions or wondering if I did anything to deserve this (I didnôt) - I 
just AMé because of Godôs love for the world. 

+Godôs peace, Deacon Brenda 

;ÉèéïǈNóïÄ±è{×ǈpÙÔó×ï±±èéǈûÉÔÔǈ¨±ǈé±èùÉ×¾ǈ­É××±èǈ{ïǈƊgÄ±ǈ
KÉïªÄ±×Ɗ ǈÙ×ǈQÙù±Ö¨±èǈŌŎïÄƇ ǈpÙÔó×ï±±èǈéÉ¾×ǈóåǈéÄ±±ïéǈ
{è±ǈÙ×ǈïÄ±ǈï{¨Ô±ǈÉ×ǈïÄ±ǈ½Ùý±èƇ ǈ+ÙÖ±ǈÐÙÉ×ǈÉ×ǈïÄ±ǈ½ó×ǈé±èùƩ
É×¾ǈ{ǈ½è±±ǈ­É××±èǈïÙǈïÄ±ǈå±ÙåÔ±ǈÙ½ǈbïƇǈ^±ï±èƇ ǈ D½ǈýÙóǈûÙóÔ­ǈ
ÔÉÑ±ǈïÙǈ¨±ǈÙ×ǈ{×ǈƊS×ǈ+{ÔÔƊǈÔÉéïǈ½ÙèǈïÄÙé±ǈïÉÖ±éǈûÄ±×ǈû±ǈ
{è±ǈéÄÙèïǈÙ×ǈùÙÔó×ï±±èéƂǈåÔ±{é±ǈª{ÔÔǈP{èÉÔý×ǈKÙªÄéÉ±Ñǈ{ïǈ
ŐŋŌ-Őœŏ-ŐŌőŊƇ 



FϥRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Non-Proɲt Organization 

U.S. Postage  
PAϥD  

St. Peter, MN 56082 
Permit #3  

1114  Traverse Rd.  
St. Peter, MN 56082   

 


