
JANUARY- 2026 NEWSLETTER  

Siblings in Christ, 

Happy New Year! As each new year dawns, I approach the year to come with new hopes and 
expectations for what is to come. When I was young, my grandmother and parents used to make 
new year resolutions. They were filled with hope – hoping to do something that would improve 
their lives or that of others in the months to come. Perhaps your family has this custom, too? 

As we begin 2026, I carry hopes with me for the life of our congregation. Here is what I included 
as part of my pastor’s annual report to the congregation. “Hopes for the Year Ahead: I hope we 
continue to draw more youth, families, and others who are looking for a church home. I hope we 
continue to involve more youth and adults in our choirs and handbells. I hope we continue 
offering programs for people of all ages. I hope we spend time discerning together what we are 
passionate about and then budget finances that will support those ministries now that our building 
mortgage has been paid off. Mostly, I hope we continue to bear fruit as generous children of 
God!” 

Whatever your hopes are for your life, your family or friends, our congregation, the community of 
St. Peter or well beyond, trust that, in Jesus, you are known, you are loved, and that God always 
walks with us into our tomorrows. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Pastor Christopher Culuris 
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Jeremiah in January! 

 

Anyone is welcome to the adult Bible study Wednesdays at 6:45 PM in the 
Pioneer Parlor. Pastor Ted Kunze will introduce us to Jeremiah. Starting at 
a young age, Jeremiah became one of the most colorful and significant Old 
Testament prophets. Living at a time of prosperity, but also political insta-
bility, Jeremiah used unusual methods to call people back to God. He 
warned of disaster if the people did not repent. When the disaster did occur, 
though, Jeremiah changed his focus, speaking of God’s continued love for 
his people, and promising a new future. The weekly themes will be: 

January 7–God’s Surprising Call (Jeremiah and others) 

January 14–Jeremiah as a “Performance Artist” 

January 21–Jeremiah: Prophet of Doom 

January 28–Jeremiah: Prophet of Hope 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Christmas bags for our 
homebound of First Lutheran .  Thanks to those who crocheted “Prayer 
Squares”; baked quick breads; helped pack the bags, and those who de-
livered the bags.  Thanks to Thrivent for the grant of $250 to purchase 
supplies for the bags!   We delivered 34 bags for 43 members of First Lu-
theran!       
  Sylvia Perron & Michelle Twait, 
Co-Chairs of. Congregation and 
 Community Ministry Committee 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

From the Green Committee 

LIGHTS FOR EPIPHANY 

 

During Epiphany Season, the four Sundays of  January, 

the Green Committee sponsors our annual LIGHTS FOR 

EPIPHANY light bulb drive. 

 

We request that you bring new, energy-efficient light bulbs, 

in their original packaging, to church for the Green Committee 

to deliver to St. Peter Area Food Shelf  for their clients. These 

gifts have been appreciated in recent years, and will be again. 

 

On Sundays in January, the 4th, 11th, 18th and 25th, please 

find baskets marked for light bulb contributions in the 

Gathering Space. Thank you in advance for participating!  

 

 

 

3ÁÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ 3ÔÁÍÐÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÕÎÄÅÄȦ  

 Please remember that we continue to collect stamps year round to send to "Stamps for the 

Wounded."  Carefully clip, or tear the paper around outer edges of the perforations around 
the stamp. Do not clip off the perforations.  Remove any extra pieces of envelope leaving 
just the stamp.  Do not remove stamps from postcards but donate the entire postcard.  The 
same is true for any envelopes dated prior to 1941,  aerogrammes, or mail with special 
markings or cancellations.  International or foreign stamps are also desirable.   
Philatelic material from stamp collections: stamps, covers, albums, and supplies are also 
accepted.  Flag  design stamps and liberty bell stamps are NOT needed.  Place your stamps 
in the box near the usher's stand.  Thank you! 
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Celebrate our  18th year as a  
Reconciling in Christ congregation 

Sunday, February 1st 
Pastor Oby Ballinger 

Welcome Waffles following Worship 
 
Rev. Oby Ballinger grew up on a family farm near Rochester 
and went to Concordia College in Moorhead, graduated from 
Yale Divinity School, then served several Twin Cities congre-
gations in the United Church of Christ. Oby organized UCC 
communities statewide to support marriage equality in 2012 
as part of the Minnesotans United for All Families campaign, 
and has also been an organizer for racial, social, and eco-
nomic justice. In January 2025, Oby left parish ministry after 
fifteen years to launch Prism Organizing Network, a statewide 
community organizing initiative focused on LGBTQ safety, dig-
nity, and liberation. Prism follows a model of multiracial, multi-
faith organizing and develops leaders working for LGBTQ 
equality all across the state. Through Prism, Oby has led al-
most twenty LGBTQ listening sessions  throughout the state, 
and in 2026 Prism is starting to organize to address communi-
ty needs that surfaced from those conversations. Oby lives in 
Saint Paul with his husband Javen Swanson, their cat Amos, 
and their dog Ruthi. 
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From the Desk of Deacon Brenda: 

Are you making any New Year’s Resolutions? Here is one idea of sharing 
yourself and your faith with your family members - whether they are far 
away or nearby: Consider sharing a family devotion together - in person 

or via your phone. Here is one plan that can get you going: 

1. Sit down at the table in the morning (once a week? Every day? Time TBD by you). 

2. One person gets to choose a verse or story from the Bible and read it aloud together. (Tag an-
other member of the family for the next time.) Find your favorite story or verse or hymn and start 
with that. 

3. Name something that you notice - it can be surprising, happy, sad, good, bad. etc. Discuss 
briefly. 

4. Pray for one another and others in our community. 

5. Bless each other before you go - try these words: 

Extend your arm/hand toward a family member and say “Always remember you are a child of 
God, never alone, loved and claimed by a God who never lets go.” 

Keep it brief. To make this possible via phone adapt like this: 

1. Set up an invitation to your family member or friend. 

2. Send the scripture via text or email - try BibleGateway to find a free bible online from which 
you can copy and paste into your note. Or record yourself reading the text aloud using the Voice 
Memo feature on your phone. 

3. Challenge your family/friends to send a short response to the text by the end of the day/week, 
etc. (What are they noticing? surprised by? etc). 

4. Pray for each other 

5. Send a blessing - use words or an image - many available online or just send this message: 
“Always remember you are a child of God, never alone, loved and claimed by a God who never 
lets go.” 

Repetition is the way to make this a habit, so commit to trying this more than one or two times. 
You can do it! Even if your family is grown and gone - we all keep growing in our faith. 

+God’s peace, Brenda 
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