
SEPTEMBER 2026 NEWSLETTER 

Siblings in Christ, 

We have been on quite the journey together as a congregation over the past four years. We collaborated and 
produced a Strategic Plan for FLC for the years 2023 ï 2028. This gave us our current Mission Statement: ñGodôs 
Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.ò It also gave us our priorities as a congregation. We have worked on 
these goals diligently and faithfully. We have been blessed by the arrival of staff members who have greatly 
enriched our life together. Thanks be to God for Sarah Chambers and her work directing our Choirs and 
Handbells. Thanks be to God for Deacon Brenda Handel-Johnson and her work among us as our Church Musician 
and Director of Christian Education. We were blessed with an anonymous gift of $600,000 and matching gifts of 
over $450,000 to help us pay off our Building Mortgage. Our Wednesday night meals, worship, education for all, 
and youth groups have injected new life and energy into our congregation. In short, we are blessed! 

Now, this Fall, we are turning our focus outward. Our Fall Stewardship theme is entitled ñFirst Facing Out: Being 
Generous Neighbors.ò After strengthening our own congregation, now we pivot outwards and contemplate how 
we can be generous and faithful neighbors in response to Godôs blessings. We have wonderful and talented 
members. We have wisdom and faith. We have a passion to help those in need and our society needs us. Our 
society deeply needs people who embody mercy, generosity, and forgiveness to others. These are distinctly 
Christian virtues our world is hungering for which we can share in abundance as the Holy Spirit leads us. 

Therefore, I call upon you to join us in worship on Sunday mornings at 10am and Wednesday nights at 6:15pm 
(beginning on Sept. 16). Join us for worship, fellowship, education, and service. Learn about the ways FLC 
members are currently serving our neighbors as part of: ñThe Kitchen,ò the St. Peter Food Shelf, the Good 
Neighbor Diversity Council, and the St. Peter Free Clinic. Perhaps you will feel the Spiritôs pull inviting you to 
help with one of these ministries. OR perhaps the Holy Spirit will inspire you to generously serve our neighbors in 
new ways. There is a lot going on in the life of First Lutheran Church and I invite you to join us and be blessed as 
you do. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Pastor Christopher Culuris 
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ĦƓľȌ ƓľǱǱŮǈȂ ȬƓŮǈ ľ ŚǕǈƇǷŮƇľȌƝǕǈ ȂľȳȂ ѮȳŮȂѯ ȌǕ ƇŮǈŮǷǕȂƝȌȳі 
 

hǕǷ ȌƓŮ ǱľȂȌ ƆŮȬ ȳŮľǷȂѐ h¶= ţƝȂŚǕȩŮǷŮţ ȌƓŮ ľǈȂȬŮǷ Ɲǈ ľ ȩŮǷȳ ȌľǈƇƝŔƺŮ Ȭľȳѕ đȂƝǈƇ ľǈ Q¶=! 
ȂȌŮȬľǷţȂƓƝǱ ǷŮȂǕȗǷŚŮ ȌƓľȌ ŚǕȂȌ ǕȗǷ ŚǕǈƇǷŮƇľȌƝǕǈ Ǖǈƺȳ ľŔǕȗȌ Ѻнйѐ ǕȗǷ ûȌŮȬľǷţȂƓƝǱ =ǕǅǅƝȌѧ
ȌŮŮѐ ȬƝȌƓ ȌƓŮ ƺŮľţŮǷȂƓƝǱ ǕƆ !ǈǈľƺƝȂŮ ñƝȩľȂ ľǈţ =ľǷƺ 7ǷȗƝƓƺŮǷ ƺŮţ ǕȗǷ ŚǕǈƇǷŮƇľȌƝǕǈ Ɲǈ ŮȲľǅƝǈѧ
ƝǈƇ ƇŮǈŮǷǕȂƝȌȳѕ ĦƝȌƓ ȌƓŮ ƓŮƺǱ ǕƆ ƇŮǈŮǷǕȗȂ ţǕǈǕǷȂ ȬƓǕ ǅľȌŚƓŮţ ȌƓŮ ƆȗǈţȂ ǷľƝȂŮţ Ŕȳ ȌƓŮ ŚǕǈѧ
ƇǷŮƇľȌƝǕǈѐ ȬŮ ŮǅŔľǷƵŮţ Ǖǈ ľ ưǕȗǷǈŮȳ ȌƓľȌ ŮǈľŔƺŮţ ȗȂ ȌǕ ǷŮȌƝǷŮ ǕȗǷ ŔȗƝƺţƝǈƇ ǅǕǷȌƇľƇŮ ŮľǷƺȳѕ 
ĦŮ ŚǕȗƺţ ǈǕȌ ƓľȩŮ ţǕǈŮ ƝȌ ȬƝȌƓǕȗȌ ȌƓŮ ƇŮǈŮǷǕȂƝȌȳ ǕƆ ȌƓƝȂ ŚǕǈƇǷŮƇľȌƝǕǈѕ 
 

ĆƓŮ Q¶=! ƝȂ ƺǕǕƵƝǈƇ ȌǕ ȂƓľǷŮ ǕȗǷ ȂȌǕǷȳѕ !Ȃ ȌƓŮȳ ȗǱţľȌŮ ȌƓŮƝǷ ȬŮŔȂƝȌŮ ȌǕ ƓŮƺǱ ǅǕǷŮ ŚǕǈƇǷŮƇľѧ
ȌƝǕǈȂ Ʉǈţ ľǈţ ȗȂŮ ȌƓƝȂ ǷŮȂǕȗǷŚŮѐ ǕȗǷ ŮȲǱŮǷƝŮǈŚŮ ȬƝƺƺ ŔŮ ƆŮľȌȗǷŮţ ľȂ ľǈ ŮȲľǅǱƺŮ ǕƆ ȬƓľȌ Śľǈ 
ƓľǱǱŮǈ ȬƓŮǈ ľ ŚǕǈƇǷŮƇľȌƝǕǈ ŮǅŔǷľŚŮȂ ƇŮǈŮǷǕȂƝȌȳ ȌǕƇŮȌƓŮǷѕ 
 

ëľȳƝǈƇ ǕɁ ǕȗǷ ǅǕǷȌƇľƇŮ ƝȂǈљȌ ȌƓŮ Ůǈţ ǕƆ ȌƓŮ ȂȌǕǷȳѕ |Ȍ ƝȂ ľ ŔŮƇƝǈǈƝǈƇѕ 

ûȌŮȬľǷţȂƓƝǱ ƝȂ ǅǕǷŮ ȌƓľǈ ľ ɄǈľǈŚƝľƺ ŚľǅǱľƝƇǈѕ ûȌŮȬľǷţȂƓƝǱ ƝȂ ƇŮǈŮǷǕȂƝȌȳ Ɲǈ ľŚȌƝǕǈѕ 

jŮǈŮǷǕȂƝȌȳ ƝǈŚƺȗţŮȂ ǕȗǷ ɄǈľǈŚƝľƺ ƇƝƆȌȂѐ ŔȗȌ ƝȌ ľƺȂǕ ƝǈŚƺȗţŮȂ ǕȗǷ ȌƝǅŮѐ ȌľƺŮǈȌȂѐ ǷŮƺľȌƝǕǈȂƓƝǱȂѐ ŚǷŮѧ
ľȌƝȩƝȌȳѐ ƓǕȂǱƝȌľƺƝȌȳѐ ľǈţ ȬƝƺƺƝǈƇǈŮȂȂ ȌǕ ȂŮǷȩŮѕ !Ȃ ȬŮ ƺǕǕƵ ȌǕȬľǷţ ȌƓŮ ƆȗȌȗǷŮѐ ȬŮ ƓľȩŮ ľǈ ǕǱǱǕǷѧ
ȌȗǈƝȌȳ ȌǕ ľȂƵ ȬƓľȌ jǕţ ǅƝƇƓȌ ŔŮ ŚľƺƺƝǈƇ ȗȂ ȌǕ ţǕ ȌǕƇŮȌƓŮǷѕ 

ĦƓǕ ľǷŮ ȬŮ ľȂ ľ ŚǕǈƇǷŮƇľȌƝǕǈі 
ĦƓľȌ ľǷŮ ȬŮ ǱľȂȂƝǕǈľȌŮ ľŔǕȗȌі 
ĦƓŮǷŮ ţǕ ȬŮ ȂŮŮ ǈŮŮţȂ Ɲǈ ǕȗǷ ŚǕǅǅȗǈƝȌȳі 
tǕȬ ǅƝƇƓȌ ȬŮ ȗȂŮ ȌƓŮ ƇƝƆȌȂ ȬŮ ƓľȩŮ ŔŮŮǈ ƇƝȩŮǈ ȌǕ ǅľƵŮ ľ ţƝɁŮǷŮǈŚŮі 
 

7ŮƇƝǈǈƝǈƇ ûŮǱȌŮǅŔŮǷ кмѐ ȬŮ ȬƝƺƺ ƵƝŚƵ ǕɁ ľ ǈŮȬ ȂŮľȂǕǈ ǕƆ ȂȌŮȬľǷţȂƓƝǱ ľǈţ ƇŮǈŮǷǕȂƝȌȳѕ 
ĆƓǷǕȗƇƓ ȌƓŮ ȬŮŮƵȂ ƺŮľţƝǈƇ ȗǱ ȌǕ ÏŚȌǕŔŮǷ ккѐ ȬŮ ȬƝƺƺ ƓľȩŮ ǕǱǱǕǷȌȗǈƝȌƝŮȂ ȌǕ ȌľƺƵѐ ȂƓľǷŮѐ ŚǕǈѧ
ǈŮŚȌѐ ľǈţ ŮȲǱƺǕǷŮ ȬƓľȌ ƇŮǈŮǷǕȂƝȌȳ Śľǈ ƺǕǕƵ ƺƝƵŮ Ɲǈ ǕȗǷ ŚǕǈƇǷŮƇľȌƝǕǈ ľǈţ ŔŮȳǕǈţѕ !ǈţ Ǖǈ ÏŚȌǕѧ
ŔŮǷ ккѐ ȬŮ ȬƝƺƺ ŚȗƺǅƝǈľȌŮ ȌƓŮ ȂŮľȂǕǈ ȬƝȌƓ =ŮƺŮŔǷľȌƝǕǈ ûȗǈţľȳ ľǈţ ǕȗǷ hľƺƺ hŮȂȌƝȩľƺѕ 
 

!Ȃ ȬŮ ǷŮɅŮŚȌ Ǖǈ ȌƓŮ ǵȗŮȂȌƝǕǈѐ ѮĦƓǕ ţǕ ȳǕȗ Ȃľȳ ȌƓľȌ | ľǅіѯѐ ȬŮ ľƺȂǕ ƓľȩŮ ľǈ ǕǱǱǕǷȌȗǈƝȌȳ ȌǕ 
ȂƓǕȬ ǕȗǷ ŚǕǅǅȗǈƝȌȳ ȬƓǕ ȬŮ ľǷŮѕ ĦŮ ľǷŮ ƓŮǷŮѕ ĦŮ ľǷŮ ƓŮǷŮ ȌǕ ȂŮǷȩŮ ǕȗǷ ŚƓȗǷŚƓ ľǈţ ǕȗǷ ƺľǷƇѧ
ŮǷ ŚǕǅǅȗǈƝȌȳѕ 
 

ĆƓŮ ƇŮǈŮǷǕȂƝȌȳ ȌƓľȌ ƓŮƺǱŮţ ǷŮȌƝǷŮ ǕȗǷ ǅǕǷȌƇľƇŮ ƓľȂ ľǈţ ȬƝƺƺ ŚǕǈȌƝǈȗŮ ȌǕ ǷƝǱǱƺŮѥǅǕȩƝǈƇ ǕȗȌѧ
ȬľǷţ ƆǷǕǅ ǱŮǷȂǕǈ ȌǕ ǱŮǷȂǕǈѐ ƆǷǕǅ ǕȗǷ ŚǕǈƇǷŮƇľȌƝǕǈ ƝǈȌǕ ǕȗǷ ŚǕǅǅȗǈƝȌȳѕ 

¶ŮȌљȂ ǱǷľȳѕ ¶ŮȌљȂ ŔǷľƝǈȂȌǕǷǅѕ ¶ŮȌљȂ ƺƝȂȌŮǈ ƆǕǷ ȬƓŮǷŮ ȬŮ ľǷŮ ŔŮƝǈƇ ŚľƺƺŮţѕ 

!ǈţ ȌǕƇŮȌƓŮǷѐ ƺŮȌљȂ ţƝȂŚǕȩŮǷ ȬƓľȌ ƝȌ ǅŮľǈȂ ȌǕ ŔŮ ƇŮǈŮǷǕȗȂ ǈŮƝƇƓŔǕǷȂѕ 
 

²ľľǷƝ 7ƺȳ 
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3ÏÃÉÁÌ *ÕÓÔÉÃÅ 

 S,68!/ !57 :25.6 #< M!/&67,1,!1 :20&1 !57,676 /,9,1( ,1 

D!=! :,// #& &;+,#,7&% !7 C,567 I87+&5!1 @+85$+ ,1 P7k M&7&5n J,11&f

627! #&(,11,1( P81%!<n L$72#&5 [b !1% 5811,1( 7+528(+ K29&0#&5 

[67k Q+& !57:25. :,// #& 21 %,63/!< ,1 7+& D!7+&5,1( P3!$& !1% :,// 

#& '25 6!/& #< ! 6,/&17 !8$7,21 :,7+ 352$&&%6 (2,1( 72 A!5 !/-H!/,0! 

R1,9&56,7< ,1 ?&7+/&+&0k 

 L1 P81%!<n K29&0#&5 [67n !7 C,567 I87+&5!1n A5k Q!/! >/f

O!+&#n :,// 63&!. ,1 025& %&37+ !#287 7+& !57:25. !1% 7+& !57 352f

(5!06 !7 A!5 !/-H!/,0! R1,9&56,7<k A5k >/O!+&# ,6 7+& A&9&/230&17 

A,5&$725 2' ?5,(+7 P7!56 2' ?&7+/&+&0 ,1 J,11&!32/,6n J,11&627! 

!1% 5!,6&6 !:!5&1&66 !1% 6833257 '25 A!5 !/-H!/,0! R1,9&56,7<k 

 Q+& !57:25. $!3785&6 7+& /266 !1% %&6758$7,21 2' 7+& !57,676q 

&9&5<%!< /,'& ,1 D!=! #87 7+& 3,&$&6 !/62 5&9&!/ 6859,9!/n 5&6,/,&1$& 

!1% 5&6,67!1$&k Q+& !57:25. %,63/!<&% !5& 620& 2' 7+& 3,&$&6 '&!f

785&% ,1 7+& #22. wI,/,&6 2' D!=!m T20&1 >57,676 ,1 Q,0&6 2' T!5x 

#< A5k F1!6 P!/&0 A&&# !1% O!1! >/ ?!75!:,n #27+ 352'&66256 !7 

A!5 !/-H!/,0! R1,9&56,7<k Q+& 81,9&56,7< ,6 7+& ñ567 !1% 21/< 81,9&5f

6,7< '25 !576n $8/785& !1% %&6,(1 ,1 M!/&67,1&k I,0,7&% $23,&6 2' 7+& 

#22. :,// #& '25 6!/& %85,1( 7+& &9&17k 

 Q+& P2$,!/ G867,$& $200,77&& 2' C,567 I87+&5!1 $+85$+ ,6 5&f

63216,#/& '25 $225%,1!7,1( 7+& !57 &;+,#,7 !1% A5k >/O!+&#v6 7!/.k 

T& +23& 72 5!,6& '81%6 '25 A!5 !/-H!/,0! R1,9&56,7<v6 !57 7+&5!3< 

!1% %&6,(1 352(5!06 7+528(+ 7+& 6!/& 2' 7+& &;+,#,7&% !57:25.k C25 

025& ,1'250!7,21 3/&!6& $217!$7 A&!$21 ?5&1%! E!1%&/-G2+1621k 
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7Å ÈÁÄ Á ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ×ÅÅË ÏÆ 6ÁÃÁÔÉÏÎ "ÉÂÌÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȦ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÏÕÒ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÙÅÁÒ ÂÒÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÃÏÕÎȤ
ÓÅÌÏÒÓ ÆÒÏÍ 3ÈÅÔÅËȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌȦ 4ÈÅÙ ÈÁÉÌÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ -ÙÁÎÍÁÒȟ -ÅØÉÃÏȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
5Ȣ3Ȣ 7Å ÈÁÄ ÁÎÙ×ÈÅÒÅ ÆÒÏÍ Ϋή-Ϋγ ËÉÄÓ ÁÔÔÅÎÄ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ-4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȢ (ÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÑÕÉÃË ÒÅÃÁÐȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ 
×ÉÔÈ Á ÆÅ× ÓÈÏÕÔ-ÏÕÔÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÓÓÉÓÔÅÄ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ 6"3 Á ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȦ 
 
%ÁÃÈ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÎÇÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÐÅÌȟ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÂÙ ÇÁÍÅÓȟ ÓÎÁÃËÓȟ ÃÒÁÆÔÓȟ 
ÁÎÄ ÂÉÂÌÅ ÓÔÕÄÙȢ 7Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÅÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÃÌÏÓÉÎÇ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÎÇȢ 4ÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÏÒÓ ÐÕÔ 
ÏÎ ÓÏÍÅ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÓËÉÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÓȭÍÏÒÅÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ǢÒÅȟ ×ÁÔÅÒ 
ǢÇÈÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ Á ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÏÆ ÐÁÃËÉÎÇ ÂÁÇÓ ÏÆ ÄÏÇ ÆÏÏÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÏÄ ÓÈÅÌÆȢ 7Å ǢÎÉÓÈÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
×ÅÅË ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓ ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄȟ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ ÓÏÎÇÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ 
ÌÅÁÒÎÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÓÔÉÍÏÎÉÁÌÓ ÏÎ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÁÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÍȢ 4ÈÅ ÎÉÇÈÔ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÒÏÏÔ 
ÂÅÅÒ ǨÏÁÔ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ËÉÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȢ !ÌÌ ÉÎ ÁÌÌȟ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ Á ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ×ÅÅË ÆÕÌÌ ÏÆ ×ÏÒȤ
ÓÈÉÐȟ ÓÏÎÇȟ ÃÒÁÆÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐȦ 
 
4ÈÅ ×ÅÅË ×ÁÓ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÆÕÌ ÄÕÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÍÁÎÙ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓȡ $ÅÁÃÏÎ "ÒÅÎÄÁ ×ÈÏ 
ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ×ÅÅËȟ "ÅÃËÙ /ÔÔÅÒÎÅÓÓȟ ×ÈÏ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÈÏÕÓÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÓÅÌÏÒÓȟ ÏÕÒ 
αÔÈ-ΫάÔÈ ÇÒÁÄÅ ÈÅÌÐÅÒÓȡ )ÖÙ -Ã(ÕÇÈȟ .ÏÒÁ #ÁÖÅÎȟ ,ÕÃÁÓ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒÓȟ .ÉÈÌÁ (ÏÅÎËÅȟ *ÁØ 
(ÏÅÎËÅȟ *ÁØȭÓ ÆÒÉÅÎÄ - ,ÁËÅÒȟ /ÌÉÖÅ #ÈÁÍÂÅÒÓȟ .ÁÏÍÉ !ÇÕÉÌÁÒȟ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÅÓÅ $ÒÉÎËÁÌÌȢ !ÄÕÌÔ 
ÈÅÌÐÅÒÓ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄȡ *ÏÙ 2ÅÅÓÅȟ *ÏÓÈ $ÒÉÎËÁÌÌȟ 'ÒÁÃÅ 4ÉÍÍȟ *ÅÓÓ (ÏÅÎËÅȟ "ÉÌÌ +ÁÕÔÔȟ ÁÎÄ #ÈÅÒÙÌ 
+ÁÕÔÔȢ  
 
0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÅÎÊÏÙ Á ÆÅ× ÐÉÃÔÕÒÅÓ ×Å ÔÏÏË ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÅËȦ 
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6 PϥZZA AND PϥCKLEBALL 

 

ÂŔǍǍċШċŰĬШÂŔĦťũĲĤċũũ 

ΞΜШsƨŰŔŸƖШċŰĬШÉĲŰŔŸƖШcŔŊőШƚƣƨĬĲŰƣƚШŢŸŔŰĲĬШŔŰШċШŰŔŊőƣШŸŉШƓŔǍǍċШċŰĬШƓŔĦťũĲĤċũũШŸŰШ
ìĲĬŰĲƚĬċǃЯШ ƨŊƨƚƣШΝΞЮ ШÑőĲШÉƣШÂĲƣĲƖШÂŔĦťũĲĤċũũШxĲċŊƨĲШŊĲŰĲƖŸƨƚũǃШƚőċƖĲĬШĲƕƨŔƓр
ůĲŰƣШċŰĬШċШŰŔŊőƣШŸŉШŉƨŰШƽċƚШőċĬШĤǃШċũũЮ ШÉƓĲĦŔċũШƣőċŰťƚШƣŸШ[x9ШƓŔĦťũĲĤċũũĲƖƚШ 
ÉƣĲƻĲЯШ?ċƽŰШċŰĬШ ŰĬǃЮ   


