Light of the World

An Ecumenical Evening Prayer

I. Opening
Opening Dialogue Setting by Carol Meier
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Jesus Christ, Light of the World, the light no darkness can ov - er-come.
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, and the day is al-most over.
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Let your light scat - ter the darkness and shine a - mong your
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peo-ple. God of light and glo-ry, our re-fuge and our
<

T —

|
gL bh |V
N~ D b =

¢

strength, from the ris-ing to the set-ting sun, your name be praised.
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You are the foun tain of life; in your light we see light.
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God of light and glo-ry, we be-long to  you.
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Hymn of Light: O Joyous Light (phos Hitaron)

1st time: cantor

Joyfully o. =54 2nd time: all
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0, Joy - ous Light, Splen - dor of God,
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Ho-ly, Bless-ed Je - sus Christ.
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I.Now we come to the set - ting sun,

light-ing our can-dles,

lift - ing our voic-es.

2.You are worth-y of all our praise; we join cre - a - tion, sing-ing your glo-ry!
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In your 1- mage, u - nite us as one, Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son.
Source of life and the Giv-er of days, grate - ful hearts we  raise._____
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Je - sus Christ.
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Ho - ly, Bless-ed Je - sus  Christ.




Light of the World
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E-ven darkmness is |light to you, e-ven night is_ right as day, for
Vi
. \) ]
o
1 0, Joy - ous |Light, Splen - dor of |[God,
f‘
L] AY 1
I o —
-
Part2 O, Joy - ous Light, Splen - dor of

43 — \ repeat as desired | | last time

: . . g¢ _ /‘L\ 2
{en> — s oD H—=: l ;
NV | | ]

[Y) ~— | 7

you are the | Light _  of the |world, Je - sus |Christ. Christ.
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Ho - ly, Bless-ed | Je -  sus Christ.
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God, Ho - ly, Bless - ed Je - sus Christ. Christ.
Leader: Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers and mothers,

All:

Creator of the changes of day and night,
you give rest to the weary,
you renew the strength of those who are spent,
you grant songs in the night.

As you have protected us in the day that is past, so be with us in the coming night;
hold us in love and keep us from fear.

For you are our light and salvation, and the strength of our life.

To you be glory for endless ages.

Amen.



II. Psalmody

Psalm 139
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1. Lord, you have searched me and known me, my ly - ing down, my
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ris - ing up. My ev - ry word and thought, all my waysare  fa- mil-iar to
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you. You hem me in be - hind and be-fore; you lay your hand up -
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hold me  fast. The dark - ness is as bright as day with you; you
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know and love me well well.
see and love me (well)
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is this I know well

art - ist - ry wov-en through my life;



Light of the World
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Praise to you, O Auth-or of life! How vast your thoughts, how  wise your ways! How
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won - der-ful, your ev-ry work of art;  you form and love me well
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4. Search me, O God, for you know me: my deep-est fears, my dear-est loves.
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Lead me in the path  of life ev - er lasting in you.
Leader: Holy Artist: creator, sculptor, weaver, and architect,
we praise you for your wonderful works and your infinite knowledge.
How vast is the sum of them!
In your wisdom you have created the expanse of the universe
as well as our innermost depths.
Truly, in you we live and move and have our being,
in you we are known and and seen and loved—just as we are.
Lead us in your everlasting way
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
All: Amen.

Additional psalms, canticles and psalm prayers may be sung or spoken.



I11. Word

One or more readings are chosen, a Gospel reading is appropriate.

A time of reflection (spoken, musical, or silent) follows each reading.

Silence for meditation

Magnificat: Mary’s Song
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Leader: In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God...
In him was life, and the life was the light of all people...
And the Word became flesh and lived among us...
And the angel said to Mary,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you;
therefore the child to be born will be holy;
he will be called Son of God.”
And Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord.”
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spir - it sings! For the Lord has looked with fav - or, rich
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done great things; O, ho - ly is God’s name. To ev - 'ry
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be ex -  posed; the low - ly lift - ed high! __
be de - nied; the hun - gry all be fed!
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“O praise my God and Sav ior!”  my soul pro - claims, my
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Prayers of the church

Cantor

IV. Prayers
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The LORD is my light and my sal - va - tion; the LORDis thestrong-hold of my life.
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We wait in  hope for you.
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God of love, have mer - cy.
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1. God, em - power your church in our mission to be liv-ing
2. Through our stewardship grant rest-or - ation on earth that cre-
3.Bring  your justice to reign as we labor for peace in our
4. Hold your  suffering ones near; use our hearts and our hands as the
5. Silent  prayers
6. Bind our hearts now as one with the saints of all time as we
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na - tions, our cit - ies, our omes.
balm of your  heal - ing  and care.
silent prayers continue ]
trust your un - fail - ing love.
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The leader may share an appropriate prayer.
The service continues with the Lord's Prayer sung or spoken together.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.



Prayers of the church
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Let us bless the Lord. Praise and thanks to  God.
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The peace of Christ be with you and al - so with you.
> a4 Cantor All | Andante J=86
)" A} . I
o —t° = ;
NV r ! O © i
o
May the Light of Christ ever shine a - mong us.
1st time: Presider
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May God bless and  keep you with ev - er - last - ing  love.
May God bless and keep us with ev - er - last - ing  love.
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May the light of God's own face il -lu - mine your days.
May the light of God's own face il -lu - mine our  days.
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May God be gra-cious to you, fill your hearts with peace.
May God be gra-cious to us, fill our hearts with peace.
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O Lord, bless and keep us; we be-long to you.
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O Lord, bless and keep us, 0 bless us,
O Lord, bless and keep us, O Lord, bless and keep us,
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