March 16, 2025 +
Second Sunday of Lent

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and
you are invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

P: Indicates the presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

we GATHER

Prelude - St. Elizabeth Chorale, Wartburg College
Words of Welcome

*Hymn - no. 834 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, but our lives do not always reflect you
and your love for the world. We do not show others the tender compassion you have shown
to us. We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality

you grant to all people. We oppress others, even though you have set us free again and again.
We squander the abundant gifts of the earth. Transform our lives and guide us again in the
way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s arms are always stretched open wide to welcome the wandering ones home.
In *F Christ your sins are forgiven. You have a place in God’s house forever.

Amen.

*Apostolic Greeting - P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

*Kyrie - page 156, from ELW Setting 5



*Prayer of the Day

P: God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world. Gather
all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in the life we share in
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

we LISTEN and RESPOND

A Reading from Genesis Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18, pew Bible OT page 13
At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: 27- the psalm will be spoken today by whole verse.

! The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
>When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,
they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.
3Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.
Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.
4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty
of the LORD and to seek God in the temple.
5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
®Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and
make music to the LORD.
7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
8 My heart speaks your message “Seek my face.”
Your face, O LORD, I will seek.
9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.
“Though my father and my mother forsake me,
the LORD will take me in.
1'Teach me your way, O LORD;
lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
> Subject me not to the will of my foes,
for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
3 This I believe—that I will see the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living!
“Wait for the LORD and be strong.
Take heart and wait for the LORD!

A Reading from Philippians Philippians 3:17—4:1, pew Bible NT page 211
At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Acclamation - page 160, from ELW setting 5

*Gospel Luke 13:31-35, pew Bible NT page 78
Before the reading: The Gospel of Luke, the 13th Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

After the reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Chris Culuris
*Hymn - no. 613 “Thy Holy Wings”
*The Apostles Creed

P: Together let us profess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
God’s only Son, our Lord, and he will come to judge
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, the living and the dead.
born of the virgin Mary, I believe in the Holy Spirit,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, the holy catholic church,
was crucified, died, and was buried; the communion of saints,
he descended to the dead. the forgiveness of sins,
On the third day he rose again; the resurrection of the body,
he ascended into heaven, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*Prayers of Intercession

AM: With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of
creation. At the conclusion of each petition: God of grace, hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your promise is revealed
among the people. Amen.

*Sign of Peace - P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. Please offer one
another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering -
Please use the camera on your smart phone to scan the QR code at left in
order to financially support FLC through electronic giving.

Music at the Offering - St. Elizabeth Chorale

*Offering Prayer
AM: Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to the world.
As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to sharing those



treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

we SHARE the meal

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface — page 161, from ELW Setting 5
*Holy, Holy, Holy — page 162, from ELW Setting 5
*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to the Table - P: The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness.
Distribution of Communion - we will be serving Holy Communion continuously today.

Music during Communion:
“Lamb of God” - page 164, from ELW Setting 5
St Elizabeth Chorale

Prayer After Communion - P: Generous Host, you have shared your feast with us and made us new.
Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities, that your liberating love might
nourish the world into freedom, in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

we GO in PEACE

Announcements
*Sending Hymn — no. 705 “God of Grace and God of Glory”

*Blessing & Dismissal
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord

look upon you with favor and *F give you peace. Amen

AM: Go in peace. Live in hope. Thanks be to God
*Postlude - St Elizabeth Chorale, Wartburg College, Waverly 1A

In Worship Today:

Pastor: Chris Culuris Ushers: Tom Thorkelson, John Communion Preparers:

Deacon and Organist: Brenda Nadeau, Aaven Twaddle Communion Servers: Sharon Domier,
Handel-Johnson Bread Baker: Diane Stewart Cindy Nadeau

Assisting Minister: Liz Power Reader: Ella Twaddle Acolytes: Reese Drinkall, Jace Nixon
Hawkinson Audio/Video: Brett Petersen, Nora

Director of Choirs: Sarah Chambers Caven






FLC Refrigerator Page - take this home with you!

Find these announcements and more at www.flcstp.org

Worship, Education and Service:

The Fellowship Committee will be serving fellowship today after service.

Thank You to the St. Elizabeth Chorale and their Conductor Dr. Nicki Toliver for yesterday’s concert
and worshiping with us today!

Throughout March First Lutheran will be collecting food and money in support of Minnesota Food
Share, an effort to support local food shelves. You may place food items in the grocery cart in the
gathering space. Our Pack the Pews event will be on March 3o0.

Our Lenten Sermon Series this year is entitled, “Getting to Know Our Neighbors.” Join us for soup
supper from 5:30 - 6:30pm and worship from 6:30pm - 7:00pm. Keith Stelter is this week’s speaker.
Communal Prayer Time: meets this Thurs., March 20, at noon in the chapel.

Morning Prayer and Bible Study: every Monday at 9:30 am

Youth and Family notes:

Classes for Youth in 1%t and 2"? Grades who are preparing for their First Holy Communion will meet
tonight at 6pm. A parent/guardian must accompany their child to these classes.

Youth in grades 7-12 are invited to participate in the Kato Escape Room on Sunday, March 23, 1-4 pm.
Deadline to sign up - March 20. Questions? See Deacon Brenda.

Events at FLC and around the area:

Speaker Ellie Krug, writer, lawyer, human speaks on “Gleaning Authenticity from a Moment of
Truth” on Monday, March 31, at 7 pm. This is a free event in the First Lutheran Dining Room.
Unissued Diplomas Exhibit and Events- Friday, February 28 - Thursday, March 20, Unissued
Diplomas Exhibit, Folke Bernadotte Library, Gustavus Adolphus College. Unissued Diplomas is a
worldwide exhibition that honors the memory of Ukrainian students. See the poster in the Gathering
Space for more information.

Please look for an order form for Easter Flowers for the Altar. You will find these forms in the
Gathering Space on the west side table.

Prayers: We lift up prayers for those on our long-term list: Elgene Lund, Bob Cady, Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson,
Karen Wendroth, Paul Aasen, Shirley Storkson, Tim Schwartz, Gretchen Bray, Byron Larson, Lenore Schnobrich, Gloria
Kane, David Ribar, Harvey Kane, Carol Solberg, Gwen Weldon, Gabriela Roemhildt, Lisa Handel-Dalvand, Erika Schuldt,
and Laurie Dietrich.
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