
May 22, 2022
Sixth Sunday of Easter

Graduate Blessing

*You are invited to read responses found in bold
*An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit

Welcome to First Lutheran Church!

Gathering in God’s Presence
Prelude —  “EBENEZER” Setting by Heidi Engman

Heidi Engman, GAC Music Scholar

*Processional Hymn — “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”
Sung to the tune EBENEZER, Led by Heidi Engman

*Words of Welcome



*Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless
God, who was, who is, and who is to come.

We thank you, God, for your river of life,
flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth, through the city,
through every living thing.

You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through.

In Jesus Christ,
you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places,
you are with us.
You have become our salvation.

Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved
and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts;
wipe away every tear.

To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
Amen.

*Canticle of Praise — page 140, front of hymnal, from ELW Setting Three

*Prayer of the Day
May God be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree of life.
Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another and the world you
have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Hearing & Responding to Scripture
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles —  Acts 16:9-15

9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying,
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over
to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.

  11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12and
from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We
remained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we
supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there.
14A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira
and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.
15When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful
to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.



Psalm 67 — Spoken responsively by verse

  1May God be merciful to us and bless us;
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
 2Let your way be known upon earth,
  your saving health among all nations.
 3Let the peoples praise you, O God;
  let all the peoples praise you.
 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
  for you judge the peoples with equity and

guide all the nations on earth.

 5Let the peoples praise you, O God;
  let all the peoples praise you.
 6The earth has brought forth its increase;
  God, our own God, has blessed us.
 7May God give us blessing,
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

A Reading from Revelation —  Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5

10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.
  22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23And the city has
no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations
will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by
day—and there will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But
nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are
written in the Lamb’s book of life.
 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God
and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with
its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it,
and his servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there
will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will
reign forever and ever.

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation — from ELW Setting Three “Alleluia”

*Gospel — John 14:18-29

The Gospel of John, the 14th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

18I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will no longer see me,
but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me;
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them."
22Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, "Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the
world?" 23Jesus answered him, "Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and
we will come to them and make our home with them. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep my
words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.
25I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.



27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, 'I am going away, and I am
coming to you.' If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is
greater than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may
believe.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon — “Christian Hospitality Matters!” Pastor Chris Culuris

*Hymn —  no. 641 “All Are Welcome”

Blessing of Graduates
We are delighted to honor you as you graduate from high school. We are proud of you! It is our privilege
to affirm you as members of this congregation. You have completed an important phase of your lives and
you are entering another.

The graduates come to the communion railing with their parents. The leader addresses the graduates.
I ask you to affirm your commitment to a life of faith in the body of Christ.

Graduates, as you celebrate your achievements and prepare for your new endeavors, do you thank God for
the many ways your faith has been your strength and guide?
Response: With God’s help, I do.

As you consider the next steps of your journey of life, do you acknowledge God going with you, before
you, behind you, below you, above you, and within you?
Response: With God’s help, I do.

As you make choices about your new endeavors, will you offer your gifts to the world as part of the body
of Christ and welcome the support of a family of faith?
Response: With God’s help, I will.

The assembly stands. The leader addresses the assembly with these or similar words.
People of First Lutheran Church: Do you claim these graduates as siblings in Christ, called to ministry
according to their talents? In God’s love, we claim them.

As their home congregation, do you promise to support them, take an interest in their future, be with
them in their celebration and sadness, and welcome them whenever they return to First Lutheran
Church? In God’s love, we support them.

Do you promise to faithfully pray for these siblings, placing their futures into God’s loving hands as they
make their choices? In God’s love, we pray for them.

At this time the parents are invited to share a word of blessing with their daughter/son privately.

Next, the prayer shawl creators are invited to come forward and place the shawls around the graduates’
shoulders.

Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements.
We give thanks especially today for the milestones that these graduates have attained. As they
begin new phases of their lives, may they know your love in all the experiences they have.

Bless the parents of these students, who have raised their children and nourished them in Christian faith.
Give them strength in your holy presence, and give them many joyful reunions with their sons
and daughters, those who are leaving home to go far away, and those staying close by.

Bless these shawls, lovingly made, that each student here may feel the loving embrace of God and a
connection to their First Lutheran family in Christ. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



*Prayers of Intercession
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the church, people in need,
and all of creation.

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide bishops, pastors,
deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and planning. Surround us with your peace. God,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and gardeners who are beginning
their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of creation to feed all living things. God, in your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to assert dominance
over others, confound their ways and make them yield to your humble authority. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist people experiencing
homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all marginalized people. Accomplish your will through
their efforts. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our baptism and welcome others
into the communion of saints. Gather us with those who have died when we meet together at your river of
life. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus
Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

*Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you all. And also with you.
Please use a sign of peace such as a bow, an elbow tap, a wave, a verbal greeting, and/or a peace sign!

*Offering of Our Gifts
Music at the Offering

“All Glory Be to God on High” Setting by Samuel Scheidt
David Fienen, organ

Sharing the Meal

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface  — page 144, front of hymnal, from ELW Setting Three

*“Holy, Holy, Holy”  — page 144, front of hymnal, from ELW Setting Three

*Words of Institution and Lord’s Prayer

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:



This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

In the name of the resurrected Christ, we pray together: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion

This is the table, not of the Church but of Jesus Christ.
It is made ready for those who love God
and who want to love God more.

So come, you who have much faith, and you who have little.
You who have been here often
and you who have not been for a long time or ever before.
You who have tried to follow and all of us who have failed.
These are the gifts of God for the People of God.
Come, not because the Church invites you;
It is Christ who invites you to be known and fed here.

The table is ready. Come.

Distribution of Communion

“Lamb of God”  — page 146, front of hymnal, from ELW Setting Three
Hymn  — no. 377 “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”

Communion Blessing and Prayer

We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Departing to Serve God’s World

Announcements

*Sending Hymn  — no. 410 “All Glory Be to God on High”
Led by Heidi Engman, GAC Music Scholar



*Blessing & Dismissal
God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone,
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen.
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Go in peace. Tell what God has done! Thanks be to God!

Postlude  — “All Glory Be to God on High” Setting by Johann Pachelbel
David Fienen, organ
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Worship Assistants

Pastor: Chris Culuris
Director of Music: Emily Bruflat
Substitute Organist: David Fienen
Audio/Video: Brett Petersen
Communion Preparers: Mary Spear, Patricia Duenwald

Greeter/Reader: Roemhildt family/ Mark  Roemhildt
Ushers: Tom Thorkelson
Acolytes:  Natalie Twait, Maren Swenson
Musicians: Heidi Engman, GAC Music Scholar
Communion Servers: Nancy Timm, Barbara Wilkinson
Bread Baker: Judy Fienen

Announcements
● We congratulate and celebrate with the high school graduates of First Lutheran Church - stay after

worship for a reception!  Today, we present each of them with a gift and a special blessing.  Many thanks
to those talented folks of First Lutheran who made prayer shawls and prayed for these graduates over the
past several months. Their names are listed along with the graduates in the following pages!

● To support Lutheran Disaster Response to aid the people of Ukraine, you can make a donation
https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response

● You have another chance today to “Get on the Beam! Make a donation to HabitatSCMN, using the
container attached to the 2 x 4 located in the gathering space and then sign your name on the “beam,”
which will become part of the framework of a new Habit house somewhere in our local area. Thanks for
whatever contribution you can make.

Prayers
● We lift up prayers for those on our long-term list: Tom and Deb Johnson, Abigail Christenson, Elgene

Lund, Chuck Petry, Bob Cady, Joan Williams, Myrene Bunge, Glenn Stryker,
Erika Schuldt, Gwen Powell, Nancy Maag, Claire Cardwell, Ursula McRostie.

● We pray for Monique Sebring and her family who are mourning the loss of her brother Tim.
● We pray for the family of Steven Draeger who passed away last week.
● We pray for Betty Gustafson who was recently hospitalized at St. Mary’s Hospital.
● We pray for all those families continuing to adjust to the loss of loved ones.
● We pray for the victims of the war in Ukraine and all who have been displaced.

https://www.elca.org/our-work/relief-and-development/lutheran-disaster-response


Celebrate FLC’s Graduating Class of 2022

Name: Brooklyn Lee Brovold
Parents: Travis Brovold and Jessica Rodning
Plans after graduation: After graduation, I plan to attend Northeastern University in Boston,
MA and major in pre-health and biology!

"My favorite memory at FLC was traveling to Houston and getting to volunteer after the
hurricane. I also loved to play games and talk with my confirmation class in the basement on
Wednesdays."

Shawl Creator: Mary Long

Name: Liam Patrick Engelhardt
Parents: Je� & Kimberly Engelhardt
Plans after graduation: US Marine Corps!

"My favorite memories at FLC were those made at Confirmation."

Shawl Creator: Nancy Timm

Name: Gilbert D. Nowell
Parents: Jerry and Shanon Nowell
Plans after graduation: After graduation, I plan to stay in Saint Peter and work full time!

"My favorite part of FLC is all of the people and my friends at First Lutheran."

Shawl Creator: Shanon Nowell



Name: Bennett Olson
Parents: Mande And Travis Olson
Plans after graduation: Attend the University of Minnesota—Twin Cities and major in
chemistry

"My favorite part of FLC was participating in the Christmas plays and confirmation classes."

Shawl Creator: Ellis Jones

Name: Ryenne Monica Pettis
Parents: Darrell and Bonnie Pettis
Plans after graduation: Planning on attending a 4 year college!!

"My favorite memory at FLC is when the youth attended the National Youth Gathering in Houston!"

Shawl Creator: Ceceli Pozin

Name: Lilly Lee Ru�n
Parents: Joy Reese and Josh Drinkall
Plans after graduation: Attend either DePaul University in Chicago or Howard University in
Washington, DC!

"My favorite memory at FLC was attending Confirmation classes every Wednesday, Youth
Christmas programs, and Wednesday meals during Lent.”

Shawl Creator: Brenda McHugh



Name: Hailie Timmerman
Parents: Ryan and Tasha Timmerman
Plans after graduation: Attend Lake Superior Community College for Nursing!

"My favorite memory at FLC was Confirmation and going to Valleyfair."

Shawl Creator: Becky Otterness

Name: Molly Voeltz
Parents: Chris and Kris Voeltz
Plans after graduation: I plan on attending St. Catherine University to major in sonography!

"My favorite memory at FLC was either going to the National Youth Gathering in 2018 or attending
WOW after school in elementary school."

Shawl Creator: Sharon Malm

Name: Eleanor Winterfeldt
Parents: Chad and Beth Winterfeldt
Plans after graduation: Attend either Lewis and Clark College or University of Puget Sound!

"Making confirmation stoles and climbing inside the organ!"

Shawl Creator: Beth Winterfeldt


