September 27th, 2026 +
18th Sunday after Pentecost

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you
are invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

We Gather
Prelude - Prelude No. 15 J.S. Bach
Words of Welcome
*Gathering Hymn - no. 531 “The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing"

*Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth.

Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and
in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to
show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile
us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ, in whom there is no
condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift
of grace.

Amen.

*Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. And also with you.
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*Hymn of Praise -
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1 Glo-ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
2 Glo - ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
3 Glo - ry to you, God, for yours is the earth;
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yours is the prom - ise, the bless - ing, the birth.
yours the ho - san - nas, the dy - ing, re - birth.
yours the a - noint - ing, the ra - di - ant worth.
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Ours the re - joic - ing for Word giv - en frame;
Ours the re - joic - ing for na-ture re - claimed,;
Ours the re - joic - ing for spir-its a - flame;
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*Prayer of the Day P: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Temple Talk - First Facing Out - “The Kitchen”: Marilyn Kochsiek
Temple Talk - FLC’s Fall Festival: Gabriela Roemhildt
We Listen to God'’s Word

First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
'The word of the LORD came to me: > What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning
the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”?
3 As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. * Know that all

lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person
who sins who shall die.

*>Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair?
[s it not your ways that are unfair? >° When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and
commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed, they shall die.
?7 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is
lawful and right, they shall save their life. >* Because they considered and turned away from all
the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. *° Yet the
house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it
not your ways that are unfair?

3° Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin.
3 Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 3* For I have no
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-9 we will speak the psalm responsively, assembly responds with bold print.

To you, O LORD,
[ lift up my soul.
*My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
3 Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4+Show me your ways, O LORD,



and teach me your paths.
>Lead me in your truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
°Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love,

for they are from everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;

remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD.
®You are gracious and upright, O LORD;

therefore you teach sinners in your way.
9You lead the lowly in justice

and teach the lowly your way.

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13
-If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the Spirit,
any tender affection and sympathy, * make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. : Do nothing from selfish ambition or empty
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. * Let each of you look not to
your own interests but to the interests of others. > Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ
Jesus,

*who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to
be grasped, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness. And
being found in appearance as a human, ® he humbled himself and became obedient to the point
of death— even death on a cross.

o Therefore God exalted him even more highly and gave him the name that is above every
other name, * so that at the name given to Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, "and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.

> Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence but
much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and trembling, * for it is
God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation - The verse will be sung by a soloist
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*Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

> When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as
he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?” *# Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then
[ will also tell you by what authority I do these things. *> Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’
he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ *° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are
afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” >’ So they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work
in the vineyard today.” *° He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and went. 3° The
father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not
go. 3 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead
of you. 3* For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not change
your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon - Pastor Chris Culuris
Hymn - no. 818 “O Master, Let Me Walk with You”
*The Apostles Creed

P: Together let us profess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, was crucified, died, and was buried;
creator of heaven and earth. he descended to the dead.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our  On the third day he rose again;

Lord, he ascended into heaven,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
born of the virgin Mary, and he will come to judge the living and the

suffered under Pontius Pilate, dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the resurrection of the body,
the holy catholic church, and the life everlasting.

the communion of saints, Amen.

the forgiveness of sins,

*Prayers of Intercession -

AM: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us. At the conclusion of each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

AM: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see

that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*Sign of Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Please offer one another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering - For electronic giving please see Refrigerator Page for QR code and Thank you!

Offering Music: Improve in E Minor Tim Neumark

*Offering Prayer

AM: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from
you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to
you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

We Share God'’s Holy Meal

Great Thanksgiving - (spoken)

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
The thanksgiving continues with the preface, the assembly responds:

Sanctus -
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*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

Together let us pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the

glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to the Table - P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are

hungry, come!

Lamb of God
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace.
Distribution of Communion - Hymns during communion:
no. 517 “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word”
no. 814 “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am”

Prayer After Communion
P: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your

Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing,
and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

We Go in Peace

Announcements
*Sending Hymn - no. 538 “The Lord Now Sends Us Forth”
*Blessing & Dismissal

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. Amen.
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the
Spirit. Amen.

The God of grace *F bless you now and forever. Amen.

AM: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God.

Postlude - Sonta Domenico Scarlatti



In Worship today:

Pastor: Chris Culuris Ushers: Pat Pehrson, Bread Baker: Lynn Kidder
Musician: Kim Beecher Steve Bolin Audio/Video: Brett Petersen
Assisting Minister: Cheryl Kautt Communion Preparers:

Communion Servers:
Marcia and Ted Kunz

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Betty Gustafson, Paul Aasen, Karen Handel, Erika
Schuldt, Ruth Edberg, Bob Lamb, Dorothy and Paul Lutz, Steve Erickson, Laurie Dietrich, Barbara
Grabowski (Ted Kunze’s sister), Garrett and Betsy Paul, Mary Ann Scharf, Janice and John Holte, Kay
Moline, Kevin Nicholson (Betty Thompson’s nephew), Leah Crosby and baby (niece of Aileen Bipes),
Hazel Adelman (niece of Mary Gaebler), Lisa Handel-Dalvand, family of Barb Moss (friend of Deacon
Brenda), and the family of Judy Chaffee.
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FLC Refrigerator Page - take this home with you!

Worship, Education and Service:

e Fellowship will be provided and served by David and Joan Olson.
¢ Flowers on the altar are donated by Ken and Patsy Rossow in memory of Joan Williams.

e Rental Assistance is being collected and dispersed through the Good Neighbor Diversity
Council's Emergency Fund. We are also collecting money for new drivers at SPHS whose
families have been affected by the ICE action. Students need money to take Driver’s Ed. Use
special envelopes on sign up table.

e Personal care donation for SPAF: FLC is collecting dish soap in September. Place any
donations in the grocery cart in the Gathering space. Thank you.

Events at FLC and around the area:

2026 Minnesota Welsh Hymn Singing Festival is today. The event will be held at First
Presbyterian Church in Mankato, 220 East Hickory Street, at 1:30 PM. There is no charge to attend,

but a freewill offering will be received to help defray expenses. Refreshments will follow.

Pastor Chris and Deacon Brenda will be away at our Synod’s Fall Theological Conference in New
London from tonight through Tuesday afternoon.

Faith Night at First continues this Wednesday, Sept. 30

Special NAMI (National Alliance for Mental Illness) presentation - Wednesday, September 30
at 7 pm on mental health and anxiety for High School students for students and parents. The
community is welcome. (Junior High presentation for students and parents on Wednesday, October 7)
September is God’s Work Our Hands month of service; opportunities to serve:
o Doubles Dice at Nursing Home - date TBA
Be a generous neighbor! We invite you to help us tell our story. There are multiple ways to support
God’s mission and show generosity. By October 11, consider:
e Completing the time & talent survey (contact Annalise Rivas asblech@gmail.com) to express
interest in volunteering .
e Making an annual financial pledge (complete a pledge card or contact Karen Smithers
ksmithers@flcstp.org).
e Trying out one of our church committees to see where your voice can help us grow our mission
(see list on the website http://www.flcstp.org/committees.html)
Fall Festival is in Two Weeks- Thank you to all the committees that are assisting with the Fall
Festival! Are you still looking to contribute? Consider lending the church your mums, pumpkins, hay
bales or corn stalks to help decorate the outside of the church on October 11. All items can be taken
home after the event or donated for church use and continued decoration. Please deliver all items
October g - 11. Contact Gabriela Roemhildt for more information, 507-420-9566.
Join the Fellowship Committee: The Fellowship Committee invites you to get involved. We meet quarterly
to plan a three- to four-month schedule for Sunday volunteers who prepare treats and coffee. Our goal is to
create a warm, welcoming space where people can connect after Sunday worship. Members help oversee teams
for funeral services. Set up, serve, and clean up for other food-related events. Interested? Contact Jean or Gary
Hayer at grhjch@verizon.net to learn more.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/Mankato,+220+East+Hickory+Street?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:asblech@gmail.com
mailto:ksmithers@flcstp.org
https://nam09.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flcstp.org%2Fcommittees.html&data=05%7C02%7Cryan.hahn%40flcstp.org%7C37b676a2ca8a44d31e7308df02b4c72f%7C529e8b3244c64f12a8fe3776835a49ce%7C0%7C0%7C639232647592563285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=esJLEMivbrD4TjPJ4WUePzqIrDgEr23fTE4uw%2B%2Fm%2FVs%3D&reserved=0

God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me
O Christ, Surround Me
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God,

be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to
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2 Bind to my-self the name of Ho - ly, great cloud of wit - ness-
3 Bright-ness of sun and glow of moon-light, flash - ing of light - ning,
4 Walk - ing be-hind to hem my jour-ney, go - ing a- head to
5 Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears that
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move my voice; God, be the strength to now up - hold me:
es en - fold; proph-ets, a - pos - tles, an - gels wit- ness:
strength of wind, depth of the sea to soil of plan - et:
light my way, and from be - neath, a - bove, and all ways:
hear my voice, Christ in the hearts of all who know me:
Refrain
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