
 

 

September 6, 2026 ☩  
15th Sunday after Pentecost 

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church! 
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.” 

 
  An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you 

are invited to read aloud responses found in bold. 

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister. 

We Gather 

Prelude  - “This is My Father’s World” setting, Gilbert Martin 

Words of Welcome 

Gathering hymn – no. 522  “As We Gather at Your Table” 

*Confession and Forgiveness  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the 

earth. Amen. 

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Compassionate God, we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and 

in our own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our 

relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt your call to 

show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world and reconcile 

us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom there is no 

condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift 

of grace. Amen. 

 

 



*Apostolic Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. And also with you. 

*Kyrie – no. 697, vs. 1,2 “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

*Hymn of Praise - no. 726 vs. 1 , 3 “Light Dawns on a Weary World” 

*Prayer of the Day P: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual 

mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, 

and lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

We Listen to God’s Word 

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11 
7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from 

my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you 

shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked 

shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked 

to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their 

iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 

 

  10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our 

sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” 11 Say to them: 

As I live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked but that the wicked 

turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, 

O house of Israel? 

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 119:33-40 – we will sing the psalm responsively, assembly responds with bold print. 

 

 33 Teach me, O LORD, the way | of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it | to the end. 
 34 Give me understanding, and I shall | keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with | all my heart. 
 35 Lead me in the path of | your commandments, 
  for that is | my desire. 



 36 Incline my heart to | your decrees 
  and not to | unjust gain. 
 37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood; 
  give me life | in your way. 
 38 Fulfill your promise | to your servant, 
  which is for | those who fear you. 
 39 Turn away the reproach | that I dread, 
  because your judg- | ments are good. 
 40 Behold, I long for | your commandments; 
  by your righteousness en- | liven me.  
  

Second Reading:  Romans 13:8-14 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not murder; 

you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this 

word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, 

love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 

  11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; 

the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let 

us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and 

licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 

no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.   

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

*Gospel Acclamation –no. 172,  “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah” 

 



*Gospel:                                                                                                                 Matthew 18:15-20 

Before the reading: The Gospel of Matthew, the 18th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point out the 

fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained that one. 16 But if 

you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be 

confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, 

tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to 

you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound 

in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if 

two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 

heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  

 After the reading: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon –                                                                                                              Pastor Chris Culuris 

 

Hymn of the day – ACS 1005                  “Ask the Complicated Questions" 

                     



*The Apostles Creed 

P: Together let us profess our faith:         

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 

Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

 

*Prayers of Intercession –   

AM: Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 

hears us. 

At the conclusion of each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

  

AM: Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see 

that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

  

*Sign of Peace   

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.                                         

Please offer one another some sign of Christ’s peace. 

Offering –   For electronic giving please see Refrigerator Page for QR code and Thank you! 

Offering Music:  “We Shall Be Known”  arr. MaMuse.  

*Offering Prayer 

AM: God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from 

you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you 

and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 



We Share God’s Holy Meal 

Great Thanksgiving - (spoken) 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The thanksgiving continues with the preface, the assembly responds:  

Sanctus – no. 413, vs. 1                                      “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!” 

*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer 

Together let us pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.  

*Invitation to the Table – P: Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are 

hungry, come! 

Distribution of Communion - we will be serving Holy Communion at the rail today.                             

Hymns during communion:  

no. 466                                                                                                                                  “In the Singing” 
no. 864                                                                                              “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”  
  
Prayer After Communion 
P: Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your 

Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, 

and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

We Go in Peace 

Announcements 

*Sending Hymn – no. 543                                                              “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”  

*Blessing & Dismissal 

P: The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.  

Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of the 

Spirit.  

Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 



AM: Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.   Thanks be to God. 

Postlude –  “How Firm a Foundation”  setting, Steven Scott 

   
 

In Worship today:  

Pastor: Chris Culuris 
Musician: Deacon Brenda Handel-
Johnson 
Assisting Minister: John Bipes 
Quartet:  Britta Hanson Brown, Rachel 
Ribar, Torey Carlblom, Dave Ribar 
 

Ushers:  
Communion Preparers: Dave 
Kennedy, Annalise Rivas 
Communion Servers: Mike & 
Diane Stewart 
 
 

Bread Baker: Nancy Thorkelson 
Audio/Video: Brett Petersen 

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Betty Gustafson, Paul Aasen, Karen Handel, Erika 
Schuldt, Ruth Edberg, Bob Lamb, Dorothy and Paul Lutz, Steve Erickson, Barbra Grabowski (Ted 
Kunze’s sister), Garrett and Betsy Paul, Mary Ann Scharf, Kay Moline, Kevin Nicholson (Betty 
Thompson’s nephew), Leah Crosby and baby (niece of Aileen Bipes), Hazel Adelman (niece of Mary 
Gaebler), Lisa Handel-Dalvand, family of Barb Moss (friend of Deacon Brenda). 

Acknowledgments 
From sundaysandseasons.com. © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and broadcast by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020319. 
Worship songs under copyright are reprinted and broadcast using OneLicense #A-724285 and CCLI License 22446722 and 22446739. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FLC Refrigerator Page - take this home with you! 

Worship, Education and Service:    

• Fellowship will be provided and served by Mary Thompson and Jean & Gary Hayer. 

• The flowers on the altar are from Annalise Rivas in Memory of George Rivas Sr. 

• Rental Assistance: The need for emergency funds continues as many of our immigrant 
neighbors who have been recently released were told NOT to return to work. All money 
collected is dispersed through the Good Neighbor Diversity Council's Emergency Fund.  

• Personal care donation for SPAF: FLC is collecting dish soap in September. Place any 
donations in the grocery cart in the Gathering space. Thank you. 

Events at FLC and around the area: 

• Mark your calendars and join us for the Rally night on September 16.  Faith night at First 
resumes with nourishment for body and soul for all.  Each week a meal is served between 5:15-6:15 pm; 
Worship – 6:15-6:45 pm; Education – 6:45 pm – 7:30 pm. Contact Deacon Brenda if you  
can assist in team teaching this fall or lead an Adult Ed class or discussion.   Wednesday Meal 
Volunteers: We are in need of servers and clean up crew for the month of September. We also need a 
meal host for September 30. Sign up at https://bit.ly/flcmeals9-26 to lend a hand! 

• Coffee and Conversation- The CCM committee invites you to Diamond Dust Bakery on the second 
Tuesday of each month for a casual gathering of fellowship, coffee and conversation. It is a chance to 
connect with old friends and meet new ones! Our first outing will be Tuesday, September 8 at 10:00 
am. All are welcome- feel free to bring a friend. 

• Chankaska Creek Winery outing - Please join fellow FLC members for a relaxed time of Fellowship 
on Sunday, September 20th! We will meet at the winery at 4:00 pm, (after the Vikings game). If you 
would like to carpool, please meet in the FLC parking lot at 3:40. We are planning to be outdoors, but 
we do have a backup plan if it rains. Hope to see you there. 

• FLC Watch Party - Tuesday, September 22, Join with others for the Fretheim Lecture in Biblical 

Theology with Craig Koester. “The Death of Jesus and the Message of Life: According to the Gospel 

of John” 6-8:30 pm - Livestream event - FLC Dining Hall.  

• September is “God’s Work. Our Hands.” month of service. Opportunities to serve:  
o Singalong/visiting – Benedictine Nursing Home - Thursday, Sept. 10 - 2 pm 
o Union Shelter clean up or Tie quilts at FLC - Sunday, Sept. 13 - 11 am 
o Singalong/visiting - Benedictine Court - Tuesday, Sept. 22 - 2 pm 
o Ecumen Prairie Hill singing and visiting – Friday, Sept. 25 - 2 pm 
o Doubles Dice at Benedictine Nursing Home - date TBA 

• Fall Festival Plans Underway 
Plans for the First Fall Festival are moving forward on Sunday, October 11 from 2 - 4 p.m. Lots of help is 
still needed - look for a sign-up sheet in the gathering space today! Contact Gabriela Roemhildt for 
more information, 507-420-9566.   
 

Offering code 

https://nam09.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fflcmeals9-26&data=05%7C02%7Coffice%40flcstp.org%7Ce83968911a3644789e8208df08907d86%7C529e8b3244c64f12a8fe3776835a49ce%7C0%7C0%7C639239088829752314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JPie%2Bqg5nxr0em%2BY17zy98UCn9l%2B0ONSn4TQ6IanoHw%3D&reserved=0

