September 28, 2025
leth Sunday after Pentecost

We welcome you to First Lutheran Church!
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.”

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are

invited to read aloud responses found in bold.

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister.

We Gather

Prelude

Words of Welcome

*Gathering Hymn - no. 705 “God of Grace and God of Glory”
*Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.

We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. Amen.
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.

You who were lost have been found. In the name of *} Jesus, your sins are forgiven! Amen.

*Apostolic Greeting P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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*Prayer of the Day

P: O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed us with your
grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Temple Talk - Ted Kunze

Ordination Anniversaries -
60 years: Rev. Paul Aasen, Rev. Gordon Long, Rev. Paul Lutz
45 years: Rev. Ted Kunze

We Listen to God'’s Word

First Reading: Amos 6:13, 4-7; pew Bible OT page 952

2 Woe to those who are at ease in Zion

and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria.
4Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory

and lounge on their couches
and eat lambs from the flock

and calves from the stall,
5who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp

and like David improvise on instruments of music,
6who drink wine from bowls

and anoint themselves with the finest oils

but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!



7Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146 - The psalm will be spoken by whole verse

' 'Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
>] will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3 Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
4When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
°who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The LORD sets the captive free.
8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
9The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
©The LORD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19; pew Bible NT page 226

©Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, 7 for we brought
nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, ® but if we have food and clothing,
we will be content with these. © But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and are
trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and
destruction. ° For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

" But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
endurance, gentleness. > Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life to which
you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many



witnesses. 3 In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his
testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you ' to keep the
commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, '>which
he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of
kings and Lord of lords. ° It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in unapproachable
light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen.

17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty or to set
their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly provides us with
everything for our enjoyment. *® They are to do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and
ready to share, 9 thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future,
so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.

At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel: Luke 16:19-31; pew Bible NT page 81

The Gospel of Luke, the 16™ Chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously
every day. *° And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, * who longed to
satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick
his sores. > The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The
rich man also died and was buried. 2 In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his



eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. >4 He called out, ‘Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for
[ am in agony in these flames.” *> But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime
you received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but now he is comforted
here, and you are in agony. *° Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed,
so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from
there to us.’ *” He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house *® for I have five

brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of

torment.” > Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to
them.” 3° He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will
repent.’ 3 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be

convinced even if someone rises from the dead.””

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
*Hymn - see insert

*The Apostles Creed
P: Together let us profess our faith:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

*Prayers of Intercession

Deacon Brenda Handel-Johnson

“Commonwealth is God’s Commandment”

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the

dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

AM: Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.

At the conclusion of each petition: God of grace, receive our prayer.

AM: We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and

friend. Amen.



*Sign of Peace P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. Please offer one

another some sign of Christ’s peace.

Offering - For electronic giving please see Refrigerator Page for QR code and Thank you!

Offering music -

*Offering Prayer AM: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

We Share God’s Holy Meal

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*Holy, Holy, Holy
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*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer

Together let us pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

*Invitation to the Table -
P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of mercy.

Distribution of Communion - we will be serving Holy Communion continuously today.
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Hymn - no. 712 “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”
Hymn - no. 479 “We Come to the Hungry Feast”

Prayer After Communion
P: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send
us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.



We Go in Peace

Announcements

*Sending Hymn - no 536 “God Be with You Till We Meet Again”

*Blessing & Dismissal

P: The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ‘I bless you now and forever. Amen.
AM: Go in peace. Do not lose heart. Thanks be to God.

*Postlude

In Worship Today

Pastor: Chris Culuris Ushers: Nora Caven, Communion Preparer: Heather &
Preacher: Deacon Brenda Handel- Director of Choirs: Sarah Aaron Banks

Johnson Chambers Communion Server: Aaron &
Organist: David Fienen Bread Baker: Betsy Bolint Heather Banks
Assisting Minister: Larry Kiewel Acolyte: Audio/Video: Shanon Nowell,

Graham Menning

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Elgene Lund, Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson, Karen Wendroth,
Paul Aasen, Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron Larson, Lenore Schnobrich, Gloria Kane, David Ribar, Harvey
Kane, Lisa Handel-Dalvand, Karen Handel, Erika Schuldt, Joanne Johnson, Laurie Dietrich, Paul Lutz, Bob Lamb,
Tom Skoglund (brother of Marcia Kunze), Dorothy Lutz, Jim Stenson and Steve Erickson.
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Commonwealth Is God’s Commandment
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Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953
Music: RESTORATION, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



FLC Refrigerator Page — Take this home with you!

Worship, Education and Service:

e Wayne and Cathy Wills will serve Fellowship after worship today.

e Wednesday night programming continues this Wednesday, Oct 1. -Dinner at 5:15pm; Worship at
6:15pm; Education at 6:45pm. All are welcome. During worship, Sarah Chambers and Deacon Brenda

will share about the impact music has had on their faith!

e Wednesday Night Meal Sign up: Help serve meals or work the clean-up crew. Signup in the narthex

or online. October Sign Up: https://bit.ly/flcmealsio
Events at FLC and around the area:
Cemetery Cleanup: Oct. 11, from 10am - noon. Confirmation students will receive service hours for helping.
GALA Invitation: You are invited to a Celebration and Appreciation Gala! On Friday, October 10%, our

congregation will celebrate our generosity! Adults 21 and over are invited to a gala hosted at Gustavus Adolphus
College from 6:00-9:00pm. Please RSVP for this wonderful event by Oct. 1 by using the QR code in the newsletter or

by calling or emailing the church office. This event is free to attend. Come as you are, there is no dress code.

Transportation and childcare can be arranged.

EVERY MEMBER READS: Sunday, October 5, at 11:15 a.m. in the Conference Room, we will discuss “The
Serviceberry,” by Robin Wall Kimmerer. Sunday, October 19, at 11:15 a.m., excerpts from “How Can I Help:
Saving Nature with Your Yard,” by Douglas Tallamy. Both resources will be available free, at the October 5 session.

Hotdish Cookoff Oct. 22: Who will be the winner of our first ever hotdish cookoff? Sign up to bring your best
recipe on Wednesday, October 22. Find the meal sign up in the narthex or online at https://bit.ly/flcmealsio If you

are not a chef, mark your calendar to join the meal and cast your vote for your favorite!

Clean up: Building and Grounds Committee are asking for your help cleaning up around our church grounds.
Our next clean up date is on Oct. 25 from gam - noon. Please check with Larry Kiewel if you have questions.

Bible Study: meets every Monday morning at 9:30am Starting with worship in the chapel.

The 2025 Welsh Hymn Festival will be held today at 1:30pm in the First Presbyterian Church of
Mankato. There will be special performances marking the 9o'" Jubilee of organized hymn singing in
southern Minnesota. Refreshments will follow the singing. This event is free and open to the public.

Do you need a little PEACE in your life? Join us for Adult Education each Wednesday evening after
worship in the Pioneer Parlor from 6:45-7:30pm. During the fall, we will explore an ELCA resource called
“Reconciled to be Peacemakers in God's World.” This series welcomes anyone and everyone anytime - come
for one or come for all but come find some PEACE.


https://bit.ly/flcmeals10
https://nam09.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fflcmeals10&data=05%7C02%7Cdeacon%40flcstp.org%7Ce0755b1176c940c1c64708ddf6b4f7c5%7C529e8b3244c64f12a8fe3776835a49ce%7C0%7C0%7C638937979297604102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KkSM4uXgEh%2BSgsbSx239zw4lTPsBXqEHBeN%2BRrbAfcY%3D&reserved=0

