
 

 

 

September 7, 2025 ☩  
13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
  We welcome you to First Lutheran Church! 
“God’s Work. Our Hands. To serve ALL people.” 

 

An asterisk * invites you to stand in body or in spirit, and you are 

invited to read aloud responses found in bold. 

P: Indicates the Presider. AM: Indicates the Assisting Minister. 

We Gather 

Prelude    I. Adagio Cantabile    

II.  Allegro from “Divertimento in C”  F.J. Haydn                                                                     

Words of Welcome 

*Gathering Hymn –  no. 583                                                           “Take My Life That I May Be” 

*Confession and Forgiveness  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful and loving God, we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us 
and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 
Amen. 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 
 
*Apostolic Greeting  P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 



*Kyrie  

 

 

*Hymn of Praise –  

 

 



   

*Prayer of the Day 

P: Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, 

continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us 

to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

We Listen to God’s Word 

First Reading:                                                 Deuteronomy 30:15-20; pew Bible OT page 206 
15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If you obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving 

the LORD your God, walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and 

ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in 



the land that you are entering to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but 

are led astray to bow down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall 

certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and 

possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and 

death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 20 loving 

the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length 

of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to 

Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 

At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 1   The psalm will be spoken in whole verse 

 1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 

  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 

 2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 

  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  

 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that 

do not wither; 

  everything they do shall prosper. 

 4 It is not so with the wicked; 

  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 

 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 

  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 

 6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.   

Second Reading:                                                          Philemon 1-21; pew Bible NT page 233 
    1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 

  To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier Archippus, 

and to the church in your house: 

  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  4 I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of your love for 

all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the partnership of your faith may 

become effective as you comprehend all the good that we share in Christ. 7 I have indeed 

received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have 

been refreshed through you, my brother. 

  8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do the 

right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an old 

man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, 



whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now 

he is indeed useful to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I 

wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to me in your place during my 

imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that 

your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he 

was separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back for the long term, 16 no 

longer as a slave but more than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more 

to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 

  17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18 If he has 

wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, Paul, am writing this with 

my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, 

brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of 

your obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 

At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation  

 

Gospel:                                                                               Luke 14:25-33; pew Bible NT p 79 

 25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 26 “Whoever 

comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, 

and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 

cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down 

and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has 

laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, ‘This 

fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war against 



another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose 

the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is 

still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you 

can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 

At the conclusion of the reading: Word of God. Word of Life.  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon        Pastor  

*Hymn – ACS 1004 see insert                                                                      “Faith Begins By Letting Go” 

*The Apostles Creed 

P: Together let us profess our faith:         

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 

Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  

Amen.

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

AM: Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is near. 

 At the conclusion of each petition: Hear us, O God, your mercy is great.  

AM:   Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one who always 

receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. Amen.  

 

*Sign of Peace P: The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.                         

Please offer one another some sign of Christ’s peace. 

Offering –   For electronic giving please see Refrigerator Page for QR code and Thank you! 

Offering Music -  “All through the Night” (Ar Hyd y Nos)          Welsh, arr. David Bussick 



*Offering Prayer  AM: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given to 

us. Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. 

Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

                                 We Share God’s Holy Meal 

*Great Thanksgiving & Preface  

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

*Holy, Holy, Holy   

 

 

 



*Words of Institution and The Lord’s Prayer 

Together let us pray as Jesus taught us saying: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 

our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 

from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and 

the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

*Invitation to the Table – P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice. 

Distribution of Communion - we will be serving Holy Communion continuously today.  

Lamb of God 

  
Hymn – no. 798                                                                               “Will You Come and Follow Me?” 

Hymn – no. 810                                                                                            “O Jesus I Have Promised” 

 

Prayer After Communion 

P: O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send 

us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  

Amen. 

 

 



We Go in Peace 

Announcements 

*Sending Hymn – no.808  “Lord Jesus You Shall Be My Song” 

*Blessing & Dismissal 

P: The love of God abound in you;  the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;  

and the life of the Spirit  ☩ bless you and give you peace. Amen.  

AM: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.  Thanks be to God.  

 

*Postlude – “Tempo di Menuetto”  from Divertimento in C                          F.J. Haydn   

 

   
In Worship Today      

Pastor: Chris Culuris  
Deacon and Organist: Brenda 
Handel-Johnson 

Assisting Minister: Mary Spear 
Sax trio:  Don Myers, Tom 
Thorkelson, Sheldon Meyer 

 

  

Ushers:  Tom Thorkelson  
Director of Choirs: Sarah 
Chambers  
Bread Baker: Nancy Thorkelson 

Communion Preparer: Heather & 
Aaron Banks 
Communion Server: Heather & 
Aaron Banks 
Audio/Video: Brett Petersen 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

       

 

 

 

 

 



                       

 



FLC Refrigerator Page  Take This Home With You 

Worship, Education and Service:    

• The Betty Thompson and Carol Solberg will be serving fellowship after service today.    

• “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday is today. Following worship, we will be serving at 

Union Street Shelter and working here in the church to kick off our month of service.  

Please sign up (on sign up table) to assist with other projects throughout 

September.   

• Wednesday night programming begins next Wednesday, Sept. 10 with Dinner at 

5:15pm; Worship at 6:15pm; Orientation at 6:45pm.  

• Wednesday Night Meals: We need help with meal servers and clean-up 

assistance in September. Meal preparers are set for the month. Hurray and thank 

you!  A sign up is available in the narthex or go to bit.ly/flcmeals9 to sign up to help 

serve the meal or assist with clean up.  All ages are welcome to sign up and pitch in! 

Events at FLC and around the area: 

• The First Lutheran Mission Quilters would like to invite volunteers to join our group 

for tying quilts for Lutheran World Relief. We meet the 4th Saturday of each month at 9 

a.m. at church. For more information, contact Mary Long at (507) 380-7129 or Sharon 

Malm at (507) 383-2865.  

*You are invited to a Celebration and Appreciation Gala! On Friday, October 10 our 

congregation will celebrate our generosity! Adults 21 and over are invited to a formal gala hosted 

at Gustavus Adolphus College from 6:00-9:00pm. You can RSVP for this wonderful event using 

the QR code in the newsletter or by calling or emailing the church office. 

Prayers: We pray for those on our long-term list: Elgene Lund, Joan Williams, Betty Gustafson, Karen Wendroth, Paul Aasen, 

Shirley Storkson, Gretchen Bray, Byron Larson, Lenore Schnobrich, Gloria Kane, David Ribar, Harvey Kane, Lisa Handel-

Dalvand,  Karen Handel,  Erika Schuldt, Laurie Dietrich, Paul Lutz, Tom Skoglund (brother of Marcia Kunze) Dorothy Lutz and 

Jim Stenson.                                          

    

Acknowledgments  

From sundaysandseasons.com. © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted and broadcast 

by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS020319.  

Worship songs under copyright are reprinted and broadcast using One License #A-724285 and CCLI 

License 22446722 and 22446739.  

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in 

the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.  

 

https://nam09.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Fflcmeals9&data=05%7C02%7Cpastor%40flcstp.org%7C289e6e43e80340eb801008dddcfc7431%7C529e8b3244c64f12a8fe3776835a49ce%7C0%7C0%7C638909699173419333%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h8xMMjXgVghkfba%2B1vxj7c%2BtO9Dn5dj52iSEb0mJ%2BeI%3D&reserved=0

